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Introduction
This book is for the leader of the most important meeting a local church can have, the Prayer Meeting.  It is also for the leader of a prayer meeting that is not connected to a specific church. It is for the trained minister or for the non-trained person. It is for the one who is not leading a prayer meeting but has a desire to do so.  The only prerequisite needed for one to use this book is “to have a desire to help his brothers and sisters in Christ pray together.”

Why do we say that the prayer meeting is the most important meeting in the church? 

1. Because Jesus said so.

“And He began to teach and say to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a robbers’ den.”  Mat 11:17

Neither Jesus nor anyone else in the New Testament say that anything else is of greater or even equal importance.  Jesus did not say that His house shall be a house of preaching.  Most of our churches fill the week with services that do everything else but bring God’s people together for open and united prayer.  

Our church leaders and counselors are trying to answer the question, “Why are our churches powerless to see the lost saved and to have a significant effect on the community?”  They are stumbling over the obvious.  Jesus didn’t mean that the church should do nothing else but pray together; He meant that the primary and distinguishing thing about His house was that the people would be a praying people.  He was not referring to the personal and secret pray life of the believers, but to their corporate and visible life as a household of believers.  

2.  The example and exhortations of the apostles confirms this idea.

Acts 2 is more than an object lesson in how and in what circumstances the power of God comes.  It is the ultimate example of how the presence and power of God are experienced and maybe more importantly, how we might bring that presence and power.  

“This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel saying, ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of hosts.”  Zechariah 4:6

Let’s never forget that the context of Acts 2 is Acts 1:14 “These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.” This is “corporate prayer” or “the prayer meeting of the church”. 
There will never be another “Pentecost” like this one because the New Testament church will never be started again. Jesus will not again life a human life, die a human death, resurrect from death and ascend into heaven. But the spiritual principles involved here are very much applicable to us today. They were “one minded”, “devoted to prayer” “all inclusive” (not just the leaders). Our prayer meetings today need to have these three ingredients.
3.  Because it takes the attention off of man. 

Our professional staff, and administrative programs are, for the most part, man centered.  Most of the books on church growth are dealing with horizontal activity among ourselves and not vertical interaction with an Omnipotent God.  No soul is ever saved by religious activity no matter how extensive and elaborate it may be.  The only thing that is needed is the working of God's Spirit.  Jesus said, "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day."  John 6:44   Is there anything that we can do to effect this "drawing" of the Father?   Yes there is, we can pray without ceasing that God will draw all of us, especially sinners, to Himself.  
What was said over 130 years ago is still true today-- "It has been often remarked, that the best thermometer to indicate the spiritual warmth of a congregation, is the attendance of its members upon social prayer meetings.  That man who neglects the social prayer meeting, no matter how long and loud he talks about 'contending for the faith once delivered to the saints,' has, at best, but a frozen orthodoxy.  That faith that doesn't work by love, and doesn't produce good fruits, is very likely a spurious faith.  Ordinarily, faith manifests its life and developments as conspicuously in a prayer meeting as anywhere else.  The attendance at the sanctuary on the Sabbath is not so good a test of genuine religion as the attendance upon the prayer meeting is.”  The Prayer Meeting and Its History, J.B. Johnston   

The following is taken from an article in The Christian Instructor, Philadelphia, Sept. 4th, 1869

Church attendance for many is merely a social diversion.  They can’t do their business on Sunday and their friends are off to church so they join in the activities.  The social interaction is enjoyable so church is enjoyable.  It may have nothing to do with God at all.  But, a corporate prayer meeting that has the presence of God is not to the liking of one who is not use to God’s intimate presence.  The form and predictability of the Sunday service is a safe harbor for many attendees.  On the other hand a real prayer meeting has an openness that implies that one should take some kind of part.  When the leading of the Holy Spirit is sought it is required that the leaders know how to turn loose and lead without grieving the Holy Spirit and quenching the Christians involvement.  A certain kind of vulnerability is necessary to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit. 


Those who attend the prayer meeting usually have a better quality of spiritual life and less self-ambition.  Those participating may not have the literacy and style that would attract today’s sophisticated church members but if they are after God’s heart He will hear and bless. 

One of the saddest and most discouraging aspects of church life is the fact that a small percentage of the active church members attend the pray meeting.  Even the leaders of the church don’t have time to participate in the corporate prayer meeting.  No doubt that some of the blame should be laid on the leaders for not properly prioritizing the prayer meeting and exhorting the people to be faithful to it attendance and participation. 

It is one thing to attend a prayer meeting but it is another thing to realize something of value for the kingdom in that meeting, to effect men, to advance the kingdom of God.

What is a “Real Prayer Meeting?”
What is a “Real Prayer Meeting?”  It is a gathering of souls, full of the goodness and glory of God, to unite in corporate and concerted prayer.  

What is a “Real Prayer Meeting?”  It is united prayer. “The prayer that God particularly delights to answer is united prayer.  There is power in the prayer of a single individual, and the prayer of individuals has wrought great things, but there is far greater power in united prayer.” (R.A. Torrey The Power of Prayer) A “Real Prayer Meeting” is when God’s presence overcomes his people.

What is a “Real Prayer Meeting?”  “The prayer meeting is the rallying point where the power of faith in the church concentrates, and takes hold on the arm that moves the world.”   (The Prayer Meeting and Its History, J. B.  Johnston)

How important is the prayer meeting?  “As prayer meetings fail in a congregation, so will the ministrations of the pastor become unfruitful, the preaching of the word fail to convert sinners and promote holiness in the professors of religion.”  (The Prayer Meeting and Its History, J. B. Johnston) 

“It is reported that the Moravian Pentecost that God gave in a prayer meeting at Herrnhut in 1731 resulted in unbroken prayer day and night for a hundred years and was part of the key to God’s tremendous blessing upon the Moravians as they scattered the message of Christ around the world.”     (Mighty Prevailing Prayer, Wesley Duewel  p 125-6)

“A setting for a filling station commercial was being readied in Hollywood.  In order to be realistic it was set up along the street in the scene of passing traffic.  Its station, pumps, and signs were indistinguishable from the genuine establishment.  It was not too surprising that, while cameras were being positioned, people would pull up with their cars and ask for a tank full of gasoline.  The actors, in their filling-station uniforms, turned many such cars away within the hour.  Finally, one actor with a certain whimsy, decided to relieve the ennui by enacting the following charade.
“Another car pulled up. The man rolled down his window and said, “Fill ‘er up.” The “attendant” politely complied by placing the nozzle of the hose into the tank and, while wiping the windows, pretended that he was dispensing gasoline out of the empty pump.  When he was finished, he approached the car window, and the customer asked, “How much is it?” The “attendant” replied, “You are the hundredth customer today, so we’re giving it to you free of charge.”  The man drove off in his car grinning at his good fortune, apparently never bothering to check his gauge.

“A parable for the Gathered Church leaps out of this.  “He came empty and went away empty and never knew it.”  How many come among us in their condition of emptiness and depart even emptier because they find no evidence of the power and presence of God in the midst of His people? They have, unfortunately, encountered a dead congregation whose self recognition as the Easter people has dwindled, and who have no excitement over the presence of their Lord.”
The Praying Church, Donald M. Hulstrand, p 3.


For over a hundred years it has been popularly defined as an "ask and get meeting," self Centered as opposed to worship centered, "a meeting where the people can participate," "a practical Bible study."   It would be better defined as "open corporate worship dialogue with the Triune God."

"open"

The prayer meeting must have preparation and leadership but it should include the participation of the members of the church. 

"corporate"

The prayer meeting should function as a body in unity, focus and objective.

"worship"

Most prayer meetings are dead and boring because they focus on man and his needs. Focusing on the infinite, glorious and loving God cannot be boring. 

"dialogue"

Prayer is not a “performance”. It is an interaction. God does not speak back with audible words but He can speak to our hearts.
"with the Triune God "

God is one but He is “three” in one. Our prayers need to reflect this as week speak to Him (Them).

The Prayer Meeting Leader’s Handbook is for those who want to be faithful to the “Why” and the “What” of the most important meeting of the church.

