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Chapter Four: Procedure for the Meeting
Procedure for the Meeting

A typical procedure for a prayer meeting is: down the list, around the circle and out the door. May God help us not to be satisfied with this.

Leadership of a prayer meeting is a two person team:

1. The visible person: the prayer meeting leader in the normal sense of the term. 

2. The invisible person: the Holy Spirit.

The delicate challenge is the working together of the two. Just how much is number one to do and how does he had off to number two.

This may be both the most difficult and most important thing in a prayer meeting. 

1. The visible person:

Has to set the time and place, basic moral and doctrinal boundaries, communicate a vision to the pray-ers, start the meeting in toward the objective, give basic guidelines to keep people praying.

2. The invisible person: the Holy Spirit.

This person makes the meeting alive and powerful. Even though He is omnipotent He can be grieved and quenched. He has His own objective, which are usually know better after the fact. 

The basic principle is that the meeting should be controled by the Holy Spirit. Once we accept this our mind is flooded with questions:  “What can keep Him from exercising His influence?”  “How do we know when the Holy Spirit is leading?”  “Is there anything we can do if the Holy Spirit is leading?”

Doing nothing to influence the service is not the answer.  God normally works through means.

How to get people to pray TC \l2 "How to get people to pray. 
1. Lead them. 


By Example


By Exhortation with Scripture 

2. Call on someone. This is dangerous.

Divide up into small groups.  Group as women and as men. 

Model praying for the people. Don’t be psuedo humble and say that you can’t pray good enough. Really, you can’t but the Holy Spirit through you can.  Pray long and hard in secret and your Father will reward you openly.   As God to help you pray and then just do it trusting God to bless. The Holy Spirit will take it from there. 

Inspire the people to pray.  This is one of the purposes of the “starters” presenting the Word of God to the hearts of God’s children will almost always inspire them to pray.

Pass the plate prayer request collection & distribution.  

Pass a offering  plate and collect a prayer request from each person.  When collected distribute them so that no one gets their own prayer request.  The assigned prayer request can be done for the meeting or for the week.  Categorizes can be established to guide what is prayed for.  Examples, missions, unchurched familes, people groups, special projects.

Openings for the meeting TC \l3 "Openings for the meeting.
Heb 4:16   “Therefore let us confidently approach the throne of grace  to receive mercy and find grace whenever we need help.”

Rom   8:26   “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how we should pray, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with inexpressible groanings. 8:27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes on behalf of the saints according to God’s will.”

Closings for the meeting TC \l3 "Closings for the meeting.
Rom 11:36   “For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever! Amen.”

Jude 24 “ Now to the one who is able to keep you from falling, and to cause you to stand, rejoicing, without blemish before his glorious presence,”

Sometimes the meeting will need to be closed at a specified time.  But we should always be open to the leadership of the Holy Spirit.  The main reason that God does not lead us more frequently and more obviously is that we are too busy running the show our selves.  God will let us have things our way but the price is his manifest presence and power. 

Maintain variety TC \l3 "Maintain variety. 
Keeping a blend of petition, praise, intercession. 

Braking into sub groups. 

Time and place.

Ways to deal with prayer request. Length of prayers.

Pray don’t preach. 

Couplet praying  Instead of taking request have the people pray for each other in pairs.  One prays for what is his most pressing burden and another follows praying for that same concern.  

Use Paul's prayers as outlines for our prayers.  This can be done in our personal praying (privately and publicly) and as the procedure for corporate praying

God dwells not only where, O’er saintly dust,

The Sweet bells greet the fairest morn of seven; Wherever simple folk love, pray and trust,    Behold the House of God, the Gate of Heaven.

Guidelines

Start on time.  Not only does this save valuable time, we meet to pray not just talk.

Usually it is good to begin with expressing thankfulness to God.

Pray for the meeting that you are in at that moment.  

Ask for protection from the forces of Satan. 

Ask for the manifest presence of the Spirit.  

Ask for liberty in praying.  Heb 4:16  “free speaking”

use simple and direct language. Just talk to God as you would talk to a father, but also with reverence for who God is, the Lord of the universe.

-pray as God leads, not with vain repetitions and memorized phrases.

Pray loud and clear enough so others can hear, understand, and share in what is being said (1 Cor. 14:16).

no one can tell how much prayer there is in a prayer-meeting simply by counting the prayers; there may be praise, adoration, confession, submission, even petition, otherwise expressed, in song, speech, even looks.

Requests

Sometimes the prayer meeting has been nicknamed “an organ recital”  because so many people request prayer for individual physical problems like, kidney, gall bladder, stomace, head ace.  While these are very serious to anyone with the problem if they dominate the meeting it makes for a very self centered even selfish exercise.  It implies that God is there just to relieve our pain and make life easier for us.   This needs to be balanced with “kingdom praying.”

In taking request for prayer take only one personal request for each kingdom request.  It might help to prayer for the pair of request, corporately, before taking another pair of request.

Silence

Don’t be nervous Everything in the 21 century life style eliminates or challenges “Silence.”   The old saying “Silence is Golden” still has some truth.   To hear God’s silent Spirit we must learn how to create an atmosphere of silence so we can listen, hear, and respond. 

Watch for the leadership of the Spirit

Use that time to keep on praying silently.

Pray silently for the Spirit to lead the right some one to pray.  

Focus--learn awareness of Him and not others.

Team effort--prayer is for every believer, not just a few super  saints. 

Every believer is a priest and has access into the very throne of God (Heb. 4:16; 1 Pet. 2:4, 9).

Be spontaneous

Be conversational

In a well- led meeting the many take part. The led do more than the leader. 

Promptness in beginning and closing is a small thing, but it is better to begin on time, even with no one to play the accompaniments, and only half a dozen worshippers, than to lose ten minutes waiting for the laggards. A meeting begun behind time carries a sense of weakness all through. If it is the leader's fault that it is late, he must begin with the handicap of a consciousness of having cheated every one present of five or ten minutes, to say nothing of having put an affront upon God that he would shrink from putting on his employer, or upon any business man with whom he had made an engagement. If he cares for this, he will be hampered all through by a sense of shame and regret. If he does not care, he is too callous to lead a meeting.

If we are not willing to study the problem of the prayer-meeting in its relation to little things as well as great things, we show a lack of appreciation of it, and of patience and thoroughness in dealing with it, that does not augur well for bringing more spiritual life into it. Not that it can be renewed in vitality by scientific methods; "not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord" (Zech. 46). But the Spirit of God comes in response to a spirit of consecration in the church, and we need to be willing to consecrate ourselves to painstaking in little things as well as great.

Mal 3:16: Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name.

The details of the prayer-meeting should be studied carefully. That means a good deal of plodding. Let no one get the impression that only a genius could avoid monotony, and make a meeting interesting. Patient attention to details is better than genius. Geniuses are not as good leaders as common plodders. Geniuses want to do it all themselves. Plodders draw out others. They are willing to plod in little byways. They are willing to be helpful, where geniuses want to shine. The thing that the leader forgot, is usually the thing that mars the meeting. A big idea in the rough is not worth half so much as a small idea carefully worked out.

There are a score of other little things that may be done to freshen a prayer-meeting room. Sometimes the whole order of things may need to be turned, just as we turn an old garment and make it almost as good as new, by a new pattern, a little fresh binding, and a few new buttons. Don't be afraid of introducing the element of surprise into the meeting. Do the unexpected and informal thing when it seems to be  thing to do. Get the church choir to come and sing. Ask the young people to visit the church prayer-meeting in a body. Invite the pastor and deacons to visit the young people's meeting. Don't court novelty for the sake of novelty, but use novelty as an inducement to worship. God wants His sheep led into "green pastures"; are our prayer-meetings keeping them on the old, dry stubble? There is enough individuality in almost every church to make the prayer-meetings fresh and attractive. It isn't looked up and enlisted. We leave all the praying and speaking to "the faithful few," when a little more "gumption" would draw out new voices, and a little more thoughtfulness would lead us all to lay aside our stilted, conventional manner. (2) The way in which the meeting is opened counts for a great deal. If it has been the unvarying custom to do this in a set way, don't do it that way; it isn't necessary. There are so many other ways, if one will just think a moment. Open with silent prayer. Open with a solo. Open with sentence prayers. Open with a blackboard talk. Open, by prearrangement, with remarks from some one in the pews. In the young people's meeting open with comments by six members on the six daily readings. Open with Bible verses given by the members as testimonies. Open with the scripture reading. It would be unpardonable to create the impression that new ways in a meeting are a substitute for the Divine presence which all have come to realize; new ways are simply a means for arousing those present out of lethargy, and helping them to expect and seek the presence of Him who alone is the life of the meeting.

Prayer lags when we have nothing but ourselves to pray about. Selfishness always stagnates. 

Missionary prayer meeting

I would make a strong plea for monthly missionary prayer-meetings for the whole church. The young people have theirs; the women's missionary societies have theirs. The men are worse neglected at home than the heathen are abroad, except for an occasional missionary sermon or address, unless the church prayer-meeting sometimes deals with missions. The policy of relegating missionary meetings to the women and children is fatal. More than anything else missions need the men, and men need missions. But if we have missionary prayer-meetings for the church, they must be of the kind that make people fall in love with missions, and not of the kind that make people fall out with missions. It is possible to have, missionary prayer-meetings that will thrill. The fascination, the heroism, the tremendous world-conquest of missions may be so presented as to lift men off their seats. It is the more common experience, however, to have missionary meetings that are stereotyped, and dull, and dreary; these are the meetings that drive men away, resolved never to go to another. The other kind hook them with hooks, and fire their souls with missionary ardor. Nothing fires the imagination, and makes men's nerves tingle like heroism. Next to war, and love, missions are calculated to appeal to the young mind particularly, but to all minds, for missions are the embodiment of adventure, romance, chivalry, and the marvelous. Missions are the firing-line of civilization's advance around the world.

1. Pack the meeting with fresh facts.

2. Have a designated contact person for each church missionary.

To summarize, in closing, the missionary prayer-meeting that will make people fall in love with missions, even the men of the church, is the meeting that gives them fresh, vital truths about the inspiring, courageous work of missionaries; it is the meeting that utilizes the largest number of people of the congregation or young people's society in preparing and presenting the program; it is the meeting that presents truth to the eyes as well as the ear; it is the meeting that is as full of definite points as a box of tacks; it is the meeting that utilizes the sentiment it arouses in some definite, practical missionary work-something "worthwhile." We are told that the twentieth century man must be convinced that a thing is "worthwhile."

Occasionally have a them for the prayer meeting.  Preceding and during the actual prayer time information and specifics can be given in support of the theme.

Possible themes:

>Persecuted Christians around the world.

>A specific Church or ministry.

>A specific missionary, especially one the church supports.

>A particular country.

It was in a congregational prayer meeting that a missionary movement was launched in Antioch: "While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’’ So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off" (Acts 13:1-3). 

If the group is small enough have each person give two request: 1. Personal   2.Non Personal. An object for interceeding.  When one give his two request then the group prays for those request.  Then let the second person give his two request and then each of the others one at a time and the group praying after each pair of request.

Arranging the chairs in concentric circles  is a good way to promote unity and help everyone to hear what others are saying. 

In coming to a prayer meeting we come to wait on the Lord, more specifically the Holy Spirit, not on other meeting.  It is a bad habit to delay the meeting for the late-comers to drag in.  This sends a bad message to the people, “corporate prayer is something we do when we get around to it.”  It is an insult to God, a waste of time.  Meeting that start late usually are dull and end early.  Waiting on those late encourages others on being late.

“We enter His gates with thanksgiving, asking for His guidance, edifying ourselves in the Spirit.  We cannot ‘conjure up’ the flow of the Spirit, but we can quickly make ourselves available to His leading.”    The Praying Church, Sue Curran p 80

“Dr. W. L. Stidger, in his great prayer meetings when he was pastor in Detroit and Kansas City, had his people unite in prayer by the singing of some great prayer-hymns, saying, “We are going to sing a great and beautiful prayer-hymn. It was originally written as a prayer. It has the phraseology of prayer in every line. It has the spiritual pulse of prayer in it. If you will sing it as a prayer it will be such to you. ‘That will give every person in this great crowd an opportunity to pray.” And he testifies that it creates the mood of the Upper Room, and in many years’ experience he has never known it to fail. He thinks it is more effective than extemporaneous prayer from either minister or layman.  The prayer-hymn might be even more impressive if it were read in concert before singing it together, for the thought is often  brought out more clearly by reading than by singing.   The Prayer Meeting,  James A. McDonald, page 12
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