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by

Bob Hill
Chapter One: Why Pray Together


Why Pray and Why Pray in the presence of someone else?

The first reason is: God tells us to.  Not by explicit commands such as "You shall have corporate prayer meeting every week….."    

Our Lord's final command to the new born church,  

19 occurrences of pray prayer praying (not including prayers) in NT

see e-Sword search.

Act 1:14  These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. 

Act 2:42  They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
Review the Biblical accounts of group praying.  Relate selected historical accounts of group praying. 

2 Cor. 10: 3-5 XE "2 Cor. 10\: 3 - 5"    “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:  (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; ”

“What we cannot obtain by solitary prayer we may by social...because where our individual strength fails, there union and concord are effectual.”  Chrysostom 400 AD

“While it is true that one man who knows how to pray and make intercession in the Spirit has far more power with God than a host of half-hearted ones, it is nevertheless a glorious fact that the prayers of a sanctified host, when of one heart and soul, become irresistible.”   Thomas Payne

Lev 26:8 “And five of you shall chase an hundred, and an hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight: and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword.”

Deu 32:30  How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had shut them up?

"And one standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-to-back and conquer; three is even better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken."  Ecc 4:12   ?????Maybe our Lord had this text in mind when He said “two or three” in Mat 18:20 "For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them."??????

“Again I say unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father which is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.” -- Matt. 28:19,20 

Again, I tell you the truth  Is Jesus changing the subject but not the principle.  The principle is “there is strength and authority in unified plurality.”  First He was applying the principle to pronouncing judgment on an erring professed brother and secondly He was applying the principle to “about whatever they ask…”  

RWP  “Mat 18:19 - Shall agree (sumphōnēsōsin). Our word “symphony” is this very root. It is no longer looked at as a concord of voices, a chorus in harmony, though that would be very appropriate in a church meeting rather than the rasping discord sometimes heard even between two brethren or sisters.”

“The prayer that God particularly delights to answer is united prayer.  There is power in the prayer of a single individual, and the prayer of individuals has wrought great things, but there is far greater power in united prayer.”  R.A. Torrey The Power of Prayer
Mighty Prevailing Prayer by Mighty Prevailing Prayer, Wesley Duewel
p 130

Blessings from United Prayer

1. The Spirit is deepened.

Nothing is more calculated to begat a spirit of prayer than to unite in social prayer with one who has the Spirit himself.  –Mighty Prevailing Prayer, Wesley Duewel

2. Love of the brethren and unity are intensified.

3. Faith is strengthened

4. Spiritual power is multiplied

Illustrations from Mighty Prevailing Prayer, Wesley Duewel  p 133 and following:

William Carey and a small praying band in Kettering, England, prayed monthly for nearly eight years before mighty revival came.

William Wilberforce was used of God to bring moral and spiritual awakening to England.  He had the backing of a group in his church that convenanted together to pray three hours a day.

The leasdership in a local church can have more direct influence on corporate prayer than on private prayer of those in the church family.  The leaders can organize, announce and lead small a number of Christians to be worth the effort but they cannot go into the homes of the people and cut off the TV force the husband or wife into a bedroom or basement, lock the door amd make them pour out their hearts.  God can do this, although He doesn’t normally do it so mechanically.  God uses adversity, tragedy, or sorrow to bring us to Him.  We should do this without such circumstances driving us.  But the leaders of the local church can normally find 2 out of 200 people to start a corporate prayer meeting.  The most important thing is to start with whatever God gives and then pray that God would make the meeting what He wants it to be. 

John Livingstone and a group from his church in Shotts, Scotland, spent all Saturday night in prayer, and the next day five hundred were saved as a result of his sermon.

Jonathan Edwards—

George Whitefield—

C. H. Spurgeon would show visitors the people in the basement praying when they ask what was the secret of the blessing of God.

Moody–

J. Edwin Orr, historian of revival worldwide, stated, “No great spiritual awakening has begun anywhere in the world apart from united prayer–Christians persistently praying for revival.”

If one Jacob can prevail over the angel the what could several Jacobs accomplish.

What a challenge and mandate we have to group together in prayer. 

Our Lord Jesus has taught us to 1. Go into our closets and pray has also taught us to pray with and in fellowship others.  

Ma 6:6  But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 
Lk 9 18,28

And it came to pass, as he was alone praying, his disciples were with him: and he asked them, saying, Whom say the people that I am? 
2 Chron. 20:4,17

9:28  And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, he took Peter and John and James, and went up into a mountain to pray. 
 Neh. 9:2,3  And the seed of Israel separated themselves from all strangers, and stood and confessed their sins, and the iniquities of their fathers. 3 And they stood up in their place, and read in the book of the law of the LORD their God one fourth part of the day; and another fourth part they confessed, and worshipped the LORD their God. 

Joel 2:16,17 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, Assemble the elders, Gather the children and the nursing infants. Let the bridegroom come out of his room And the bride out of her bridal chamber. 17  Let the priests, the LORD'S ministers, Weep between the porch and the altar, And let them say, "Spare Your people, O LORD, And do not make Your inheritance a reproach, A byword among the nations. Why should they among the peoples say, 'Where is their God?'" 

Acts. 12:5  When he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. Now it was during the days of Unleavened Bread. 4  When he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out before the people. 5  So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by the church to God. 6  On the very night when Herod was about to bring him forward, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and guards in front of the door were watching over the prison. 7  And behold, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared and a light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter's side and woke him up, saying, "Get up quickly." And his chains fell off his hands. 8  And the angel said to him, "Gird yourself and put on your sandals." And he did so. And he *said to him, "Wrap your cloak around you and follow me." 9  And he went out and continued to follow, and he did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 10  When they had passed the first and second guard, they came to the iron gate that leads into the city, which opened for them by itself; and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel departed from him. 11  When Peter came to himself, he said, "Now I know for sure that the Lord has sent forth His angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting." 12  And when he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John who was also called Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. 13  When he knocked at the door of the gate, a servant-girl named Rhoda came to answer. 14  When she recognized Peter's voice, because of her joy she did not open the gate, but ran in and announced that Peter was standing in front of the gate. 15  They said to her, "You are out of your mind!" But she kept insisting that it was so. They kept saying, "It is his angel." 16  But Peter continued knocking; and when they had opened the door, they saw him and were amazed. 
The secret prayer life should prepare us for the public prayer life. And the public prayer experience should educate us and encourage us to a more spiritual secret prayer life. 

“The prayer that God particularly delights to answer is united prayer.  There is power in the prayer of a single individual, and the prayer of individuals has wrought great things, but there is far greater power in united prayer.”  R.A. Torrey The Power of Prayer

A church is never more like the New Testament church than when it is praying.

As prayer meetings fail in a congregation, so will the ministrations of the pastor become unfruitful, the preaching of the word fail to convert sinners and promote holiness in the professors of religion.  The Prayer Meeting and Its History, J. B. Johnston 

Nothing is more calculated to begat a spirit of prayer than to unite in social prayer with one who has the Spirit himself.  Mighty Prevailing Prayer, Wesley Duewel

The prayer meeting is the pulse of the church.   The Prayer Meeting and Its History, J. B. Johnston

The principle exercise which the children of god have is to pray. For in this way they give true proof of their faith. 

  John Calvin (the apostle of predestination)

The prayer meeting is a special means of developing and cultivating Christian graces, and of promoting individual and social edification.    The Prayer Meeting and Its History, J. B. Johnston

The prayer meeting answers to this demand of the spiritual brotherhood, with more exclusiveness and direct fitness than any other ordinance of religious worship.    The Prayer Meeting and Its History, J. B. Johnston

The more you prevail, the more you will learn the secrets of God’s grace and the powers of His kingdom.
  Mighty Prevailing Prayer,  Wesley Duewel

The prayer meeting is the rallying point where the power of faith in the church concentrates, and takes hold on the arm that moves the world.   The Prayer Meeting and Its History, J. B.  Johnston

The prayer meeting is a divine ordinance, founded in man’s social nature.    The Prayer Meeting and Its History, J. B. Johnston

“It is reported that the Moravian Pentecost that God gave in a prayer meeting at Herrnhut in 1731 resulted in unbroken prayer day and night for a hundred years and was part of the key to God’s tremendous blessing upon the Moravians as they scttered the message of Christ around the world.”     Mighty Prevailing Prayer  by Wesley Duewel  p 125-6

Acts 1:14---”Here we find 120 disciples of Christ huddled in the Upper Room, waiting for the descent of the Spirit upon them.  Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit was not intended to replace prayer, but to quicken and encourage it.  As they gave themselves to extraordinary congregational prayer, coupled with explicit agreement and visible union,the Dove of the Heavenlies descended upon them with power and grace, giving birth to the New Testament Church.  This is a graphic illustration of what our Lord Jesus Christ intended Christianity to be--a way of life in which the local assembly would be a ‘house of prayer.’  However, when the gospel was exported to the Greeks, eventually they turned it into a philosophy.  Thenit emerged in Rome where it became and institution.  From there it surfacedin Europe where they turned it into a culture.  Finally it was exported to American where we in this generation have turned it into entertainment, excitement and/or enterpirse.”

 Developing your Secret Closet of Prayer, Richard Burr, p 18.

 “Corporate Prayer Is a Prerequisite for the Greatest Outpouring of God’s Power  Five realities strongly support this bold assertion. First, the majority of the mighty moves of God after the cross come by corporate prayer. Second  over 90% of the commands regarding prayer, or conditions for a favorable answer to prayer in the gospels are given in the plural. Third, the Apostles saw this as one of their two non-negotiable ministries (Acts 6:4). Fourth, history reveals that God moved in His greatest power when Christians were fervent in united prayer. Fifth, in the world today, the mighty moves of God are in regions where believers practice corporate prayer. These five facts indicate that America will never have a spiritual turnaround unless Christians rediscover the neglected element of corporate prayer.”   Unpublished Thesis, John Franklin p 1

“Western Culture. It is understandable why so much has been smitten and presented on personal prayer. But why have neglected the corporate emphasis on prayer found in the Book of Acts and the Epistles? Since this biblical content relates specifically to the life of the church, the body of Christ, it’s here we discover the most relevant biblical teaching on prayer for 20th century Christians.” 

“Answer, I believed relates to our culture and how it influenced biblical interpretation.   The hallmark of Western civilization has been rugged individualism. Because of our philosophy of life, we are used to the personal pronouns I and my and We have not been taught to think in terms of we and our and us. Consequently we individuallze many references corporate experience In the New Testament) thus often empha- sizing personal prayers personal Bible study, personal evangeIism” and personal Christian maturity and growth. The facts are that more ls said In the Book of Acts and the Epistles about corporate prayer, corporate learning of biblical truth, corporate evangelism, and corporate Christian maturity and growth than about the personal aspects of these Christian disciplines.”      Praying for One Another, Gene A. Getz, p 11 

Praying for One Another, Gene A. Getz, p 12  “The emphasis in the scriptural record is clearly on corporate prayer being the context In which personal prayer becomes meaningful.”

Concerning Eph 6:18 Getz says “In these verses, Paul was discussing a corporate exercise. Instructions were specifically directed for the Ephesian church. The body in general was to put on the armor of God. This is obvious from the overall context of the Ephesian letter, the plural pronouns Paul used, and the analogy itself. Certainly it applies to every Christian individually, but its primary meaning related to the total body of believers at Ephesus.”

Praying for One Another, Gene A. Getz, p 15

Hebrews 10:19-22     “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, [20] By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; [21] And having an high priest over the house of God; [22] Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.”   The context is referring to the OT form of worship and prayer  in contrast that of the NT so when he say   “Let us..” he is referring to corporate prayer and worship.

 XE "A Corporate Prayer Meeting" A Corporate Prayer Meeting
Acts 12:1-19

Prayer meetings were the arteries of the early church. Through them, life-sustaining power was derived. 

See article by same name. 

 XE "A People of Prayer" People of Prayer ~  XE "A Place of Prayer" A Place of Prayer

"And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made."- Acts 16:13 

I.  A prayer meeting.

What, they had no church, no synagogue, no house of prayer, in all the city? Was it like another Athens, wholly given to idolatry?  My soul, think of your privileges, and learn rightly to prize them, and use them to the glory of the great Giver.  It was “on the Sabbath day.” What a mercy to poor fallen man is the Sabbath? And yet what multitudes slight, despise, and never profit by it! 

My soul! Think again, in this view also, of your mercies; and bow down to the dust in the deepest  humiliation of soul and body, that the Sabbath is precious to you. “Who makes you differ from another?” Eventually you will enter into the everlasting Sabbath of heaven. 

Note the events of Acts 16

1-5 Paul begins his second missionary journey.

6-12 They passed through Phrygian and Galatian, forbidden to go to Asia, went to Mysia and tried to go to Bithynia but not permitted, passed by Mysia, came to Troas received a vision concerning Macedonia, went immediately to the Philippi, the leading city of Macedonia.

13-15What did Paul find when he got to Philippi?  Nothing so he went to pray. 

The vision in Troas was of a man but the realization was of women. Perhaps these women were regularly meeting to pray.  (nomizo    to hold by custom or usage, own as a custom or usage, to follow a custom or usage) The Lord opened Lydia’s heart.

16-24 The girl was delivered from Demon possession which resulted in Paul and Silas being beaten and throne into prison.  

25-30Paul and Silas miraculous delivered from prison. 

31-34 The conversion of the jailer and his believing household. 

35-40 Paul are respected by the community. 

?

What might be connection between the prayer meeting that had been going on and  Paul’s arrival and the events after his arrival? 

II.   Paul and Prayer.

Later when Paul wrote back to the Philippians he said--

“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with

thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.” -- Phil. 4:6

This timely exhortation stresses the fact that God’s people should consult with Him in every matter pertaining to life. Unless they see the imperative necessity of prayer, and give it an important place in daily life, they cannot expect to be maintained by the ample resources of a generous Saviour. It is apparent that we cannot obtain the things essential to life unless we make everything pertaining to life a matter of earnest prayer. It is impossible to live a consistent Christian life in the sight of God by praying occasionally. 

We are not disturbed by doubts and defeats when we make everything a matter of earnest prayer. We enjoy an unbroken fellowship with Christ when we make our requests known unto Him in daily prayer. He imparts to us the necessary strength to cope with the temptations and trials incident to life in this benighted world when everything relating to life is made known unto Him in prayer. 

When the inspired Apostle said,  “...Let your requests be made known unto God,”  he was obviously emphasizing the importance of revealing to the Lord everything required to sustain us in life. We find it necessary to reveal both our spiritual and our temporal needs unto Him in prayer.

Nothing pertaining to our life in this world is unimportant in the sight of God. He is interested in everything that concerns us in life.  God is infinite and can deal with every detail of our lives.

The phrase “without ceasing” occurs six times in the NT..all are in relation to prayer.

Ac 12:5  “Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.” 

Ro 1:9  “For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers;”

1 Th 1:2-3  “ We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers; Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;” 

1 Th 2:13  “For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.” 

1 Th 5:17  “16 Rejoice evermore. 17  Pray without ceasing.” 

2  Ti 1:3 “I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day;”

Praying intermittently is certainly not praying “without ceasing”. Praying intermittently is certainly not praying importunately (as instructed in Luke 11). Such careless praying is not consistent with the exhortation in 1 Th 5:17 to “pray without ceasing”.

In the above quotations from the epistles the word used here for “without ceasing”. 

 is adialeipo    a = not +  dia = through + leipo = 1) to leave, leave behind, forsake, to be left behind 1a) to lag, be inferior 1b) to be destitute of, to lack 2) to be wanting, to fail  

AV - lack 2, be wanting 2, want + 1722 1, be destitute 1; 6

Persons praying spasmodically are like men that gorge themselves with food and drink on special occasions and starve themselves between the feasts. We do not live from feast to famine when we enter into a partnership with Christ in prayer. 

In every day life we must give our mental attention to a constant and never ending array of activities and responsibilities.  We need to program ourselves to have a default attitude and exercise of prayer.  In the world of computing the default position is that position or option that the program automatically goes to.  It is the position or acton that is pre chosen and happens without being chosen.  We can unceasingly pray if we train ourselves to go into prayer when ever we have a moment’s relief from the activities of life.    

"Prayer has often been compared to breathing; we have only to carry out the comparison fully to see how wonderful the place is which the holy spirit occupies.  With every breath we expel the impure air which would soon cause our death, and in hale again the fresh air to which we owe our life.  So we give out from us, in confession the sins, in prayer the needs and the desires of our heart.  And in drawing in our breath again, we inhale the fresh air of the promises, and the love, and the life of god in christ.  We do this through the holy spirit, who is the breath of our life..." A. Murray 

III.  Our Lord and Prayer


The Lord would have us understand that we obtain rest of soul when we enter into the fellowship of prayer with Him. When Paul said, “Be careful for nothing...,” he revealed the true rest of soul to be found in the covenant of prayer. He is urging us to lay aside our troublesome cares and anxieties lest they hinder us in making our requests known unto the Lord. Paul was saying in substance, “Be not anxiously solicitous; do not give place to trouble, no matter what occurs; for anxiety cannot change the condition of things from bad to good, but will certainly injure your soul if you give place to it.” It is certainly true that we must cast our burdens and earthly concerns upon the Lord before we can make our requests known unto Him by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving.

The yoke of the Meek and Lowly Christ is easy, and His burden is light. He has given me rest of soul and quietness of spirit in the covenant of daily prayer. Our daily practice should be to keep the morning watch with the Saviour.  “My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O Lord; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and look up.” -- Psa. 5:3.  The hours between midnight and six o’clock in the morning are the most peaceful. The duties and distractions of the preceding day have ended, and the activities of the new day have not begun.

It is apparent that Jesus made it a practice of His life to pray in the quiet hours of the morning. It is written, “In the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.” -- - Mark 1:35.  The duties of the coming day demanded much from the Saviour. The virtue that went out of Him to heal the hearts and hurts of the people was replenished in the place of prayer. His physical strength was constantly renewed through His ceaseless prayers. Before the dawn of the busy day our Lord went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed. We are not told where He found this peaceful place to pray. He may have found a place of sacred seclusion to pray beneath the overshadowing boughs of a towering tree where nature remained speechless with reverence and the morning star looked down in solemn contemplation. The Lord may have longed to pour out His sinless soul with strong crying and tears in some voiceless valley filled with holy hush. It could be that He sought a solitary place among the friendly hills where the silent shadows of the departing night lingered until hastened into hiding by the light of the approaching dawn. Perhaps He found rest for His burdened heart in a sequestered place in a lonely desert carpeted with shifting sands where the sighing winds ceased to whisper while He prayed.

You know the value of prayer: it is precious beyond all price. Never, never neglect it -- Sir Thomas  Buxton

IV.   Preaching and praying

Col 4:2  “Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving;  3  Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:  4  That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.”

We may have popular preaching, pleasant preaching, taking preaching, preaching of much intellectual, literary, and brainy force with little or no praying; but the preaching which secures God’s end in preaching must be born of and carried by prayer, delivered with the energy and spirit of prayer, followed and made to germinate, and kept in vital force in the hearts of the hearers by the preacher’s prayers, long after the occasion has past.

As the engine never moves until the fire is kindled, so preaching, with all its machinery, perfection, and polish, is at a dead standstill, as far as spiritual results are concerned, till prayer has kindled and created the steam. 

The time given to prayer by the average preacher scarcely counts in the sum of the daily aggregate. Not infrequently the preacher’s only praying is by his bedside in his nightdress, ready for bed and soon in it, with, perchance the addition of a few hasty snatches of prayer ere he is dressed in the morning. How feeble, vain, and little is such praying compared with the time and energy devoted to praying by holy men in and out of the Bible! How poor and mean our petty, childish praying is beside the habits of the true men of God in all ages! 

We may excuse the spiritual poverty of our preaching in many ways, but the true secret will be found in the lack of urgent prayer for God’s presence in the power of the Holy Spirit.  “Prayer is the first thing, the second thing, the third thing necessary to a minister. Pray, then, my dear brother: pray, pray, pray.” -- Edward Payson 

EM Bounds---“A prayerless ministry is the undertaker for all God's truth and for God's Church. He may have the most costly casket and the most beautiful flowers, but it is a funeral, notwithstanding the charmful array. A prayerless Christian will never learn God's truth; a prayerless ministry will never be able to teach God's truth. Ages of millennial glory have been lost by a prayerless Church. The coming of our Lord has been postponed indefinitely by a prayerless Church. Hell has enlarged herself and filled her dire caves in the presence of the dead service of a prayerless Church.”

V.  Assembling and Praying

Ac 2:42 “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.”

The spirituality and effectiveness of an assembly is as so much rubbish unless the mighty impulse of prayer is in it, through it, and behind it. 

Whether it Public or Private <> Prayer, as a mere habit, as a performance gone through by routine or in a professional way, is a dead and rotten thing. Such praying has no connection with the praying that will bring a manifestation of God’s presence. 

The individuals and churches  who gain mighty results for God are those who have prevailed in their secret pleadings with God

Praying is spiritual work; and human nature does not like taxing, spiritual work. Human nature wants to sail to heaven under a favoring breeze and a smooth sea. 

Prayer is humbling work. It abases intellect and pride, crucifies vainglory, and exposes spiritual bankruptcy, and all these are hard for flesh and blood to bear. It is easier not to pray than to bear them. 

So we come to one of the crying evils of these times, maybe of all times —little or no praying. Of these two evils, perhaps little praying is worse than no praying. Little praying is a kind of make-believe, a salvo for the conscience, a farce and a delusion.

The little estimate we put on prayer is evident from the little time we give to it. 

To men who think praying their main business and devote time to it according to this high estimate of its importance does God commit the keys of his kingdom, and by them does he work his spiritual wonders in this world. Great praying is the sign and seal of God’s great leaders and the earnest of the conquering forces with which God will crown their labors.

“Precious Jesus! Wherever prayer is commonly to be made by your people, let my soul delight to be found. Let me hear your voice inviting to communion: ‘Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse, with me from Lebanon.’ Yea, Lord, I would follow the Lamb wherever he goes. I would follow you to the assemblies of your people. I would wait to see the goings of my God and King in his sanctuary. I would have my whole soul athirst for you, as the hart for the cooling streams. And while I join your people in the great congregation, where prayer is habitually to be made, I pray your grace, and the influences of your blessed Spirit, to fire my soul with foretastes of that glorious assembly, which are keeping an eternal Sabbath above, where the everlasting praises of God and of the Lamb will engage and fill my raptured soul with joy unspeakable and full of glory to all eternity.”

On Opening a Place for Social Prayer



by William Cowper 

              Jesus, where’er thy people meet, 

              There they behold thy mercy-seat; 

              Where’er they seek thee thou art found, 

              And ev’ry place is hallow’d ground. 

              For thou, within no walls confin’d, 

              Inhabitest the humble mind; 

              Such ever bring thee, where they come, 

              And going, take thee to their home. 

              Dear Shepherd of thy chosen few! 

              Thy former mercies here renew; 

              Here, to our waiting hearts, proclaim 

              The sweetness of thy saving name. 

              Here may we prove the pow’r of pray’r, 

              To strengthen faith, and sweeten care; 

              To teach our faint desires to rise, 

              And bring all heav’n before our eyes. 

              Behold! At thy commanding word, 

              We stretch the curtain and the cord; 

              Come thou, and fill this wider space, 

              And help us with a large increase. 

              Lord, we are few, but thou art near; 

              Nor short thine arm, nor deaf thine ear; 

             Oh rend the heav’ns, come quickly down, 

              And make a thousand hearts thine own! 

1 Sam 17: 29 “And David said, What have I now done? Is there not a cause?”

Iain Murray in Revival and Revivalism, p 79 quotes Jesse Lee, He described the year 1787:

   “There was a remarkable revival of religion in the town of Petersburgh, and many of the inhabitants were savingly converted; and the Christians greatly revived.  That town never witnessed before or since such wonderful displays of the presence and love of God in salvation of immortal souls.  Prayer meetings were frequently held both in the town and in the country, and souls were frequently converted at those meetings, even when there was no preacher present; for the prayers and exhortations of the members were greatly owned of the Lord.

   “The most remarkable work of all was in Sussex and Brunswick circuits, where the meetings would frequently continue five or six hours together, and sometimes all night.     “At one quarterly meeting held at Mabry’s Chapel in Brunswick circuit, on the 25th and 26th of July, the power of God was among the people in an extraordinary manner: some hundreds were awakened; and it was supposed that above one hundred souls were converted at that meeting, which continued for two days, i.e., on Thursday and Friday.  Some thousands of people attended meeting at that place on that occasion.    “The next quarterly meeting was held at Jones’s Chapel, in Sussex county, on Saturday and Sunday, the 27th and 28th of July.  This meeting was favored with more of the divine presence than any other that had been know before . . .

   “The great revival of religion in 1776, which spread extensively through the south part of Virginia, exceeded any thing of the kind that had ever been known before in that part of the country.  But the revival this year far exceeded it.   “It was thought that in the course of that summer there were so many as sixteen hundred souls converted in Sussex circuit; in Brunswick circuit about eighteen hundred; and in Amelia circuit about eight hundred.  In these three circuits we had the greatest revival of religion; but in many other circuits there was a gracious work, and hundreds were brought to God in the course of that year.

   “. . . the work was not confined to meetings for preaching; at prayer meetings the work prospered and many souls were born again . . . It was common to hear of souls being brought to God while at work in their houses or in their fields.  It was often the case that the people in their corn-fields, white people, or black, and sometimes both together, would begin to sing, and being affected would begin to pray, and others would join with them, and they would continue their cries till some of them would find peace to their souls.”

The apostolic Church put the prayer meeting’ on an equality with the pulpit, for “they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, and in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.” Some to-day even esteem the prayer meeting of more value than the pulpit, for a congregation may be active and aggressive without a pastor, but without a gathering of the people for prayer, it will drift away front its first love into coldness and formality. Henry Ward Beecher called the prayer meeting “The bellows of the Sabbath,” for it revives the embers of faith into a flame, and kindles the heart and the tongue of the minister with the spirit of burning.” The Prayer Meeting,  James A. McDonald, page 7

“In December 1917 General Allenby had Jerusalem within the grasp of his power. With a brief bombardment the Holy City would be in his hands.  But what was this the proper thing to do?  Not wishing to take upon himself the responsibility of initiating a barrage he sent a telegram to the Prime Minister of England for orders. The reply stated that the Prime Minister and his cabinet could not tell, that he would have to decide for himself.  Still uncertain as to what he should do, General Allenby sent a telegram to the King of Great Britain, and the King replied that he would have to use his own judgment. Then thy General informed his subordinate officers that they would have to pray over it, and so, out there under the Syrian sky, among the Judean hills, they held a prayer meeting asking God to make it plain to them whether they should bombard the city.  And what was the answer?  Before the prayer meeting was ended a Turkish officer was approaching with a white flag, and with the announcement that the garrison would surrender.  Thus Jerusalem was taken without shedding a drop of blood, or breaking a stone of the wall, or a brick of a chimney.”  The Prayer Meeting,  James A. McDonald   page 9

Every man that is joined to a church of Christ should seek after an ability to help she church with his prayers, or at least upon more private occasions to join with a few fellow Christians in seeking God their Fathler. Nor are women, though they are forbidden to speak in church, forbidden to pray in their own families or with one other in private. 

A Guide to Prayer, Isaac Watts,  172

Prayer as it relates to preaching

Cp CHS monday night prayer meeting 

Support For The Leadership: A famous Christian leader was once asked the secret of his success. He humbly replied, "My people pray for me."

Cp the man who prayed for Jonathan Edwards

Why Is Corporate Prayer So Important?

Corporate prayer helps our praying not to be so selfish. 

Corporate prayer is humbling to pray with others. 

Corporate prayer is harder to maintain pretenses in front of those who know us.   The participation of the people tends to unmask them and help them to reveal their real problems and struggles. 

Corporate prayer builds unity of purpose and vision.  This is especially true because corporate prayer is fueled not by few leaders but by those individuals that compose the group. The involvement of more individuals strengthens the bond of unity.  Involvement give purpose and commitment.  Professional Christianity is an oxy moron.  Priestcraft weakens unity and  strengthens vain religion.  The Biblical expression of this idea is  “So you, my child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  2 And what you heard me say  in the presence of many others as witnesses  entrust to faithful people  who will be competent  to teach others as well.”  2 Tim 1:1,2
“11 It was he  who gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,   12 to equip  the saints for the work of ministry, that is,  to build up the body of Christ,  13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God—a mature person, attaining to  the measure of Christ’s full stature. ”  Eph 4:11-13   

Corporate prayer increases  love for one another (John 13:34-35). 

When the Bible describes the challenges that Christians face, it uses the language of war (2Corinthians 10:3,4; Ephesians 6:10-20).

Paul and other Bible writers warn us that our conflict is not between human beings, but against the unseen spirits of darkness. 

James 4:2 simply states, "You do not have, because you do not ask." We often complain because a need is not being met, or a problem resolved. We don't ask God, who is the source of all solutions and blessings. This is true for us as individuals, as well as for churches.

Protection Against Pride:  churches become ineffective because of pride. 

Corporate prayer serves as a protection against forgetting who is the source of our power and blessings.

We can better maintain faithfulness and importunity when we pray together.

Ecc 4:12  

9 Two people are better than one, because they can enjoy  a better benefit  from their labor.  10 For if they fall, one will lift up his companion; but pity  the person who falls down and has no one to help him up.  11 Furthermore, if two lie together, they can keep each other warm; but how can one person keep warm by himself?  12 Although an assailant may overpower  one person who is alone,  two would be able to withstand him.

Just as a woven rope is stronger the combined strength of each strand so we need corporate prayer to compliment and perfect personal prayer. 

When we pray corporately it gives others the privilege of interceding for the one who prayed and be part of the cause of answered prayer.  

When we pray corporately others can witness the answer to prayer.  

Listening to orchestra music can be very beautiful and moving.  The blending of the different instruments gives musical expression that cannot be matched.  The secret is two fold:

1.  Defined Performance   The performance of each instrument is determined by the musical score.  Every instrument playing just what and when it is supposed to play. 

2.  Individual Preparation   The musicians do not just bring their instruments to orchestra practice.   It took years for them to develop the ability to play and they have to maintain that ability by daily practice, especially the piece they are to play in the orchestra.

This is a good illustration of a corporate prayer meeting.  The performance must be defined by the conductor as to the plan of the prayer meeting and for each one’s part in the meeting.   The individual pray-ers need to have ability in praying and be led specifically by the conductor, the Holy Spirit, as to what to pray in the meeting.   Good prayer meetings are the result of good pray-ers meeting together.  Good pray-ers are such because they have learned both how to pray and have developed a life style of praying.  

Rom 8: 26 says “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how we should pray,  but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with inexpressible groanings.”  This is true for both the personal, private prayers of God’s children and for the corporate prayer also. 
