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The Sky Telegram 
Guy H. King 
Nehemiah was expert in both intense and impulse praying. Verse 4 of   chapter 1 says, "I prayed before the God of heaven"; verse 4 of   chapter 2 says, "I prayed to the God of heaven"‑but the two prayers were so different in form. In the first case, he had plenty of time  to speak at some length, in detail, as if writing a letter. In the   other instance, he had no time for anything more than a sentence‑a   telegram. 

 I think, before we go any further, we ought to say that this type of   prayer is only fully effectual when it is used by those whose believing habit it is to pray in the ordinary way. Because Nehemiah had formed the splendid habit of regular prayer, he found it only 

natural to adopt this method of emergency prayer, and found also an   abundant answer from his God. 

The Sudden Need It may be some unsuspected danger. In a flash the peril is upon us. 

 One moment everything was right, the next that horrid crisis! There is no chance for long prayer. The only thing to help is a   "sky‑telegram."  Perhaps it is some unforeseen temptation. The temptation that we are aware of, that we can prepare for, is difficult enough to deal with;  but what shall we say of that which, without the slightest warning, comes on us with all its insidious appeal to some hideous weakness  in our hidden nature? There is only one way of countering such, but  thank God there is a way (1 Cor. 10:13). It is the sky‑telegram.      

Once more, we may possibly have some unexpected opportunity. The big emergency is, how to use this instantaneously to the most, to the  best. That was Nehemiah's situation. Sad as he was about the dreadful condition of his beloved city, and wondering however things could ever be put right, and how he could help, the king suddenly  shot the question at him, "What do you want me to do?" What a  magnificent opportunity! For what shall he ask? In all the excitement of the moment, he is man of God enough, man of prayer enough, to see the utility of the sky‑telegram. What a glorious prayer‑secret this is. For, in such circumstances as described, it  is obvious that the essential thing is swift action .

            The Swift Action Such needs will not wait for their solution. There is no time for 

 planning. If we had time, we might be able to think up some scheme  to meet the need, whether it be danger, temptation, or opportunity  But that is the point; there is no time. Moreover, there is no chance for delay. Some things can, of course, be put off, but we are 

thinking now of those things that cannot thus be dealt with. We  cannot set them aside for when we are less flustered, or less weak, or less occupied. We must act now, at once.            Then, to add to our difficulties, we have no opportunity for   consultation. There are friends, perhaps, to whom we take our  troubles and problems; we find that they help us so much. But the kind of emergency that we are envisaging prevents all that: it must  be faced immediately and alone. How glorious it is, then, to           remember that there is always time for a sky‑telegram. 

            The Short Message The occasions we are contemplating require that "thy words be few"   (Eccl. 5:2). There was an emergency in Peter's life when he only had  time for a telegram. Circumstances demanded that he should carefully  cut his words to the minimum: "Lord, save me" (Mt. 14:30). Have we all tried a sky‑telegram in sudden temptation? Peter's words would  admirably suffice. Don't wire for strength to save yourself, but for 

           Him to save you.  Another point of the telegram is urgency. How truly that was the  case with Nehemiah. He had many problems and difficulties in the  course of his life, but never a more urgent moment than this. So  important was the issue that he dared keep the king waiting until he  had dispatched his wire and got back an answer!  May this simple study teach us to use more often the great secret of  the sky‑telegram. And inasmuch as we shall never know when we will  suddenly need to send off one of these, we thank God that this prayer opportunity is always open.
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