Berkey, Steve The Role of Prayer in Evangelizing the Lost
            Pray For Revival

                        "All the nations you have made will come and worship 

                        before you, 

                        O Lord; they will bring glory to your name." (Psalm 86:9 

                        NIV)

                 The Role of Prayer in Evangelizing the Lost
                 The following paper was written as a research paper for a 

            Seminary class.  The question being asked or investigated is, "How 

            important is prayer in evangelizing the lost?"  The answer was not 

            exactly what I expected.   If you want to see why, you will have to 

            skip to the last several pages.  When printed out you will have some 

            20+ pages.

                 About 15% of the material in this paper is a summary of some of 

            the material in the "Prayer‑Biblical" study.

Steve Berkey
10290 N. Southshore Dr.‑‑Syracuse, IN 46567

 (219) 457‑5222‑‑FAX: (219) 457‑8264‑‑Email: pray@extra‑mile.com 

The Role of Prayer in Evangelizing the Lost

    "All the nations you have made will come and worship before you, O Lord; 

    they will bring glory to your name." (Psalm 86:9 NIV) 

Premise: Exodus 17:8‑16 tells us that Moses was on the hill holding up his hands 

ù that is, praying ù and that the battle in the valley with the Amalekites was 

being won or lost based on what was happening at the place of prayer on the 

hill. We may become weary, we may need the help of an Aaron or Hur in our life, 

but the ultimate battle is in the place of prayer. The profound message for us 

is that lifeÆs battles are won or lost in the prayer closet rather than on the 

battlefield. <Stanley p 100‑105>

Question: Is this a general truth or is this an isolated story for a particular 

situation that is not supported by the remainder of Scripture? Is the ultimate 

battle really in the heavenlies? Do we really need to fight it on our knees?

Process: This paper will focus on prayer evangelism (particularly for the lost) 

rather than on prayer for existing believers. It is the authorÆs intent to 

review a breadth of issues surrounding this question but to concentrate on the 

prayers of Jesus, prayers of the early church (Acts), and PaulÆs prayers and 

requests for prayer.

We know that Moses prayed and God delivered Israel from Egypt, that when David 

prayed, he was saved from his enemies, and that SamsonÆs prayers resulted in 

strength to overcome the Philistines. We know that God honored the prayers of 

Elijah by bringing rain and that SolomonÆs request for wisdom was granted. Paul 

and Silas prayed and were set free from jail. But did anyone pray for the 

salvation of another and see that person ushered into the Kingdom?

Matthew 9:38 indicates that prayer is vital in moving the hand of God to send 

workers. Prayer would seem to be a starting point, but is prayer necessary for 

more than just asking God to send laborers into the harvest field? If it is, 

where does it fit and how critical is the role of prayer in evangelizing the 

lost?

First, what is prayer? Prayer is the simple act of communicating with God. 

Morris Inch says that "prayer is best understood as the soul of worship." <Inch 

p123> Lloyd Ogilvie in Conversation With God, says that "true prayer is a 

conversation with God," and Roslind Rinker in Prayer ù Conversing with God says 

that prayer is a dialogue, an expression of the human heart in conversation with 

God." J. I . Packer says that prayer "is a confessing of impotence and need, an 

acknowledging of helplessness and dependence, and an invoking of the mighty 

power of God to do for us what we cannot do ourselves." <Packer p122> Lastly and 

simply, Andrew Murray describes prayer as fellowship with the Most Holy One. 

<Murray p10) I will leave a final definition until after we have reviewed what 

scripture says is required for answered prayer.

I . Prayer ù What conditions are necessary for answered prayer? 

It is a gross oversimplification to say that God answers prayer with either 

"yes, no, or wait." GodÆs Word puts certain conditions on his response. I 

believe scripture sets out six major conditions that must be met for one to 

expect answers to prayer. Why have I defined these as the particular conditions 

or requirements for answered prayer? Because all of these verses include a 

promise to answer prayer.

The Primary Condition ù Faith: "Have faith in God," Jesus answered. "I tell you 

the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' 

and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it 

will be done for him. Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, 

believe that you have received it, and it will be yours" (Mark 11:22‑24). Belief 

in God is the primary condition, and that should produce confidence that God 

will meet your needs (James 1:6‑8; Ro 4:20‑21). Where do we receive that faith? 

Romans 10:17 tells us, "faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is 

heard through the word of Christ." Without faith it is impossible to please God 

because we must believe he exists (Heb 11:6).

Condition #2 ù According to His Will: "This is the confidence we have in 

approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And 

if we know that he hears us ù whatever we ask ù we know that we have what we 

asked of him" (I John 5:14‑15). Praying according to GodÆs will means obedience, 

seeking Him with all our heart, being transformed and sanctified. (Ro 12:2; Eph 

1:11; 1Thes 4:3; Jer 29:12‑13) In John 6:39 we see that it is his wish that he 

loses none. GodÆs people are the focus of his will. I can identify at least 

three kinds of prayer that would be consistent with the instruction in James 4:3 

to avoid wrong motives and would fit his will. They would be prayers that (1) 

benefit his kingdom, (2) benefit others, and (3) are consistent with his Word. 

Charles Stanley defines two other specific prayers that would be in GodÆs will: 

(1) to save people from sin (Lk 19:10, 2 Pet 3:9), and (2) to help one forgive 

(Eph 4:32). <Stanley p 74>

Condition #3 ù Obedience: GodÆs Word requires obedience. It should not be 

surprising that obeying GodÆs commands would be a condition for answered prayer. 

How can we expect God to do what we ask unless we do what he asks? I John 

3:22‑23 says ". . . and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his 

commands and do what pleases him. And this is his command: to believe in the 

name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us." The 

prayer of the upright pleases him (Proverbs 15:8).

Condition #4 ù Ask in His Name: "And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 

that the Son may bring glory to the Father." (John 14:13) Does this mean we need 

to remember to invoke the name of Jesus when we pray, or does it mean more? In 

Biblical times "name" had a much more extensive meaning. It means we are in 

thorough accord with the whole divine nature and purpose of the Godhead. We are 

in accord with the character of God and his power and presence. We agree with 

all he is and what he stands for. Thus, we use the authority and power of his 

name in prayer (Jn 15:16, 16:23‑24).

Condition #5 ù Remain in Me: There are two similar but different conditions 

outlined in John 15:7. "If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be given you." This means we have been born 

again. We are indwelt with the Spirit of Christ and we are in union and 

fellowship with him. The reference to GodÆs word implies that we know and 

believe scripture and understand ChristÆs teaching. When we pray in the Spirit 

we enlist his help, pray with his power, and accept or acknowledge his will and 

indwelling presence. (Eph 6:18; Jude 1:20; 1Jn 4:4)

Condition #6 ù Bear Fruit: "This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much 

fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples . . . You did not choose me, but I 

chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit ù fruit that will last. Then 

the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name." (John 15:8,16) This seems 

like a condition that is reversed. One would suppose that we pray, receive GodÆs 

power and blessing, and then go out and bear fruit. And in many cases that 

happens, but the teaching here says that if we go out and bear fruit, he 

promises to answer our prayers. We should not overlook the emphasis here on 

"fruit that will last" ù fruit that has eternal value: people. The fruit Christ 

wants to see are people brought into the kingdom.

Summary: We can deduce from the above that the practice of prayer is more than 

just communicating with God (my original definition). It is more than just the 

practice of asking for ourselves and others. Prayer is a lifestyle and attitude 

of yielding our lives to the will of God. E. M. Bounds, says, "Prayer and a holy 

life are one. . . Neither can survive alone. The absence of one is the absence 

of the other." <Bounds p 39>

The common thread in all these conditions to answered prayer is Christ. We are 

to have faith through the word of Christ, believe in Christ, pray in ChristÆs 

name, and remain in Christ. Christ Jesus chose us to bear fruit. Christ must be 

central in our lives if we want God to answer our prayers. 

II. Prayer ù Does the Godhead support our prayers?

The answer to this question is empathically, Yes! God the Father knows what we 

need before we ask (Mt 6:8) and will sometimes answer while we are still asking 

for his help (Isa 65:24). Jesus is interceding for us (Ro 8:34; 1Jn 2:1), and in 

fact lives today to intercede for us with the Father (Heb 7:25). The Holy Spirit 

helps us when our prayers become weak and lifeless. He will intercede for us 

when we do not know what to pray, and his prayer will be in accordance with 

GodÆs will (Ro 8:26‑27). If that is not enough help, God will send his angels 

rushing to our assistance when they are needed (2 Kg 6:15‑17; Lk 22:43; Heb 

1:14). Prayer is the ultimate cooperative effort between God and his people! The 

Trinity clearly supports our prayer life. This should not be surprising since in 

John 15:5 Jesus says we can do nothing apart from him.

III. Prayer is the key to heavenÆs resources and our effectiveness

In the Old Testament we see testimony in Zechariah 4:6‑7 that the Lord can move 

mountains and perform miracles through his people by the power of his Spirit. 

Jesus tells us that if we are persistent in our asking and seeking we will find 

and accomplish much (Mt 7:7). We know from James 4:2 that we must ask, and that 

a major reason for not receiving is that we fail to ask. Thus, to receive we 

must ask! Some asking may require pleading and calling out to God by humbling 

oneself (2 Chronicles 7:14; Mt 18:4, 23:12; James 4:10; 1 Peter 5:6), but God 

does promise to answer when we come to him with our hearts right (Ps 40:1; Pr 

15:8; James 5:16) and in confidence (Eph 3:12; Heb 4:16) that he will respond to 

our need. He specifically promises to answer our prayers when we yield our lives 

to him and pray in accordance with his will and commands.

Many authors have written about revivals and described how they began or were 

started when someone prayed. Some have traced every major revival or awakening 

to prayer. Someone was praying when Wesley went to England and while Knox was in 

Scotland. The Sunday School teachers of Tannybrook prayed and 11,000 young 

people came to Christ. But what confidence do we have that these reported 

blessings were answers to prayer? Someone somewhere must always be praying for 

revival, so why should we think prayer is the necessary ingredient? I will now 

look at the prayers of Jesus, the early church, and the Apostle Paul to see how 

we might answer this question.

IV. The Prayers of Jesus

"This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to 

come to a knowledge of the truth" (1 Timothy 2:3‑4). Since AdamÆs Fall, GodÆs 

purpose has been to reconcile us to himself. GodÆs Word emphasizes his concern 

for the lost ù he wants none to perish (2 Pet 3:9). This objective was of such 

critical importance to him that he sent us his Son to die for our sins. It seems 

obvious, therefore, that one focus of our prayers needs to be the unsaved. 

Jesus began his ministry in prayer (Lk 3:22) and he ended it with a prayer (Lk 

23:46). We know that prayer was important to Jesus, as the gospels report him 

going off alone to pray (Mk 1:35). If prayer had not been important in the 

mission Jesus was sent to accomplish, he would have eliminated it from his 

routine ù he did not need in his life religious ritual that was unfruitful. One 

can only speculate what Jesus was praying about in his quiet times, but it seems 

logical that he was praying for his mission. Following the prayer time reported 

in Mark 1:35‑39 (Lk 4:42‑44) Jesus tells his disciples that he must continuing 

preaching the good news of the Kingdom of God. It seems logical that his prayer 

was focused on this subject.

A. JesusÆ High Priestly Prayer ù John 17

It is important to recognize that the first subject of this prayer is himself, 

then the disciples (evangelists) that he is sending into the world, and last 

future believers. Unity seems to be GodÆs battle plan. Jesus asks for unity four 

times. He knows unity will be a problem for the church, but also that unity will 

capture the attention of the believers of the world (Ps 133:1,3). <Aldrich p 

75‑78>

It seems obvious that the lost world is on the heart of Jesus as he prays. The 

"world" is mentioned eighteen times. Jesus begins in 17:3 with a definition of 

eternal life ù that they may know God and Christ. Beginning in verse six through 

the end of the prayer the focus is on others as Jesus says he "will continue to 

make you [God] known in order that the love you [God] have for me may be in them 

and that I myself may be in them." Why? So that the world would believe that God 

had sent Christ (17:20‑21). 

Because space does not permit a full review of the prayer, I will look 

specifically at five verses.

11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I 

am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name ù the name 

you gave me ù so that they may be one as we are one.

The name of the Lord is virtually synonymous with His presence: GodÆs wondrous 

works and deeds testify to his name being near (Ps. 75:1). To know and 

acknowledge the name of God warrants GodÆs protection (Ps. 91:14). Here we see a 

connection to one of the prayer conditions: pray in the power of his name. Luke 

reiterated the importance of the name in Acts 4:12: ". . . for there is no other 

name under heaven by which we must be saved." In this instance the name is 

practically interchangeable with the reality which it represents. The apostle 

Paul describes Christians as those who "confess the name of the Lord" (2 Tim. 

2:19). God has exalted Jesus and given him "the name that is above every name" 

(Phil. 2:9). <NelsonÆs: name> The LordÆs name is, therefore, an indication 

(manifestation) of his character and his power. Thus, we pray to him and call 

upon his name (Ps. 105:1) because the name of the Lord protects (Ps. 20:1), and 

the name of God saves (Ps. 54:1).

Here we have the first of the four references to oneness or unity (17:11, 21, 

22, 23). Unity is one of the major themes of JesusÆ prayer, if not the main 

theme. There are three kinds of unity referenced in the prayer: 

    1. Christ in unity with the Father (1‑6, 7, 21), 

    2. Believers in unity with Christ and with God (10, 21, 23), and 

    3. Believers with other believers (11, 21, 22). <BSF ‑ John 17> 

Remaining in the world will be a challenge and dangerous for the disciples. They 

will need the power of his name for protection. Hostility toward the name of 

Jesus, and toward God, will fall on the heads of the disciples ù the spiritual 

leaders. But Jesus calls down the power of GodÆs name to be with them so that 

they can be one: unity of will and purpose. <Walvoord> The contemporary 

application of this principal is that we should pray for the protection of our 

spiritual leaders ù our pastors and evangelists.

15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect 

them from the evil one. The disciplesÆ enemy is Satan and the evil forces, both 

seen and unseen, that exist in the world. The disciples are to be central 

players in the battle taking place between God and Satan. Jesus prays to protect 

the disciples from their real enemy: Satan. We know from other references in 

John that we are to fight against the forces of evil (13:2, 27; 12:31; 14:30). 

The disciples must combat evil in the midst of SatanÆs world and Satan will do 

everything possible to combat their efforts (Mt. 5:37, 1 John 5:19, Rev 2:10, 

12:10).

In our day, just as in JesusÆ day, the world demands conformity. The radical 

departure of the disciples from the recognized norms of the day will therefore 

draw the disdain and hatred of the people. He knows that they must stay in the 

world to deliver his message and that will require that they be protected from 

evil. <Morris 17:15>

18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.

As Jesus was sent by God, he in turn now sends his disciples. They will proclaim 

the same message as that of Jesus. Jesus knows that the days ahead will be 

difficult and even though he is the one sending them, they will need to be 

sanctified and upheld by the truth of GodÆs Word. Just as Jesus faced 

opposition, so will his disciples. <Morris 17:18>

20 My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 

through their message . . . 

JesusÆ prayer now turns from concern for his present disciples to those who will 

become believers because of the testimony and witness of one of the original 

disciples. All present‑day believers owe their belief to the message of one or 

more of the original disciples. The focus turns away from praying for the 

missionaries and to future believers.

21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. 

May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.

Jesus prays for unity. Unity will convince the world of the truth of the gospel 

and the reality of Christ because non‑believers will see Christ in the lives, 

words, and deeds of his people. Jesus indicates that the unity is both vertical 

and horizontal in nature and should be visible to the world. Jesus knows that 

those who come into the faith will be diverse and different. They will have 

different temperaments, diverse backgrounds, and various interests. They will 

not be interested in or be motivated by the same things. They will find 

significance in different aspects of the faith. Jesus therefore pleads for unity 

in order that what they do and say will be a convincing and worthwhile testimony 

to their faith. <Barker, NIV Comm> Jesus tells us in John 15 that we are to bear 

much fruit ù fruit that will last. Here that focus is on producing new believers 

and carrying out the Great Commission. Jesus wants all to come to believe that 

he was sent by the Father. <Walvoord>

Key portions of the prayer for the disciples can be summarized as follows:

    1. World: (a) to live in the world and not to withdraw from it, (b) to 

    demonstrate their faith in their work to the rest of the world, and (c) to 

    face the troubles of the world. It is clear that Jesus expects his followers 

    to face up to the world, and not hide from it. We are expected to live our 

    faith in the real world.

    2. Unity: There will obviously be problems and Jesus prays for the 

    divisional problems that will occur because of competing churches and 

    disgruntled members. Jesus knows that the church will be faced with this 

    division and he prays for unity.

    3. Protection: There is evil in the world. In this age Satan is the ruler of 

    the earth, even though God is still in control. Jesus knows the great danger 

    we face in not recognizing the real enemy. Our battle is a spiritual one 

    (Eph 6:12) and we must fight with spiritual weapons, with ChristÆs strength, 

    and not with our own strength. <Barclay, John 17>

JesusÆ concern for future believers is quite evident in the latter part of the 

prayer, he wants the world to know that God sent him (17:21), and in so doing 

receive eternal life (17:3). The overwhelming focus of this prayer is on 

evangelistic concerns of Jesus. He is on his way to the cross and he spends most 

of his prayer time praying for his disciples and future believers.

B. Pray For God to Send Missionaries (Mt 9:38)

It is interesting to observe that Jesus taught us that we should pray (Lk 18:1) 

and how to pray (Lk 11:1) but he seldom taught about what to pray. One exception 

to that general fact is Mt 9:38 where Jesus says to pray that God would send 

workers/laborers into the missionary field. Why give this instruction? His own 

prayers would be far more effective and he could choose to call and send workers 

in his own good time. Why does he want our prayers? Andrew Murray suggests there 

are at least three reasons for this instruction: 

    1) prayer is a critical ingredient in the plan to evangelize the lost, 

    2) Jesus understands that the battle is spiritual. It will not be a matter 

    of form and show. Help will 

        be required in order to send laborers, 

    3) winning the lost is a cooperative effort between Jesus and the children 

    of God; the supply of 

        workers will depend to some degree on the prayers of the saints. 

In addition God may want this activity to build his people spiritually. Jesus 

has the power to send workers without our help, but do we have the faith to 

believe it? All things are possible for those who believe (Mk 9:23); those with 

great faith set no limits around God (Mt 17:20). Faith was the reason Jesus 

prayed for Simon ù so his faith would not fail (Lk 22:32). <Murray p67‑72>

In Matthew 9:38 (Jn 4:34‑38; Lk 10:2‑4) Jesus gives specific instructions to 

pray for missionaries. Notice the instruction is to ask God to call and send 

them, it is not a direct call to the people to enter the mission field. This 

seems to be a strong indication that one should be called by God to go. But we 

are all clearly instructed to pray that God will send workers. We must be 

intentional in our prayers for the harvest (John 4:35). We must not be blind to 

what is going on in the world around us. We should not only be involved with 

praying but active in the sending. <Duewel p 182> In 2 Cor 1:10‑11 Paul clearly 

indicates that those praying are helping in his work. Prayer is missionary work! 

Prayer itself has no power, but it is the conduit that taps into the power of 

God.

C. Other Prayers of Jesus

It became so obvious to the Apostles that prayer was a vital part of ChristÆs 

life that they asked him to teach them to pray (Lk 11:1). Jesus modeled prayer, 

and the disciples wanted to imitate his example. Prior to making important 

decisions, Jesus prayed. He prayed before he chose the twelve evangelists (Lk 

6:12‑13), and Jesus interceded on PeterÆs behalf when Satan wanted to attack him 

(Lk 22:32). Jesus prayed for his evangelists, but he also prayed for those who 

were his enemies (Lk 23:34‑46). Even at the end of his human existence, Jesus 

saved the lost.

V. The early church in the Book of Acts ù What happened when they prayed?

The Book of Acts frequently mentions the early church praying. In fact, very 

often important things happen when the church is either going to or coming from 

prayer. Acts 1:14 indicates the church was "constantly in prayer," and in 1:24 

they prayed for guidance in choosing someone for the apostolic ministry. Acts 

2:42‑47 says the church was together in fellowship, prayer, and teaching and the 

Lord added to their number daily. The church was born and one of the key 

activities was prayer. Surely they must have remembered JesusÆ assurance that 

where two or more are gathered together he would be among them. In the early 

days of the church, prayer was a time of communication and praise wherein 

participants were blessed and church growth resulted.

After Peter and John were released (Acts 4) they went back to the church and all 

raised their voices in prayer. The church could not be silenced (Acts 4:20) and 

rather than being struck by fear they prayed. We should note three requests in 

this prayer: 

    1) GodÆs will would take place (4:27‑28), 

    2) they would speak with boldness (4:29), and 

    3) miracles would accompany their preaching. 

Note also that they prayed for healing (4:30) which was the exact thing that 

caused Peter and John to be imprisoned in the first place. Their prayer produced 

an outward manifestation of the power of God as the place was shaken and they 

were filled with the Holy Spirit, resulting in bold preaching (Acts 4:31). 

<Ogilive p 106‑109> 

The evangelists needed more time for prayer and ministry (Acts 6:4) and when the 

disciples were freed up for this work, the word of God spread and "the number of 

disciples increased" (6:7). Even a number of Jewish priests believed. Stephen 

prayed for his killers, (7:59) asking that their sin not be held against them.

After Peter is jailed the church prayed earnestly for him (12:5). As a result, 

an angel is sent to free Peter and when Peter arrives at the church after his 

escape the church is still praying. The humorous part of this account is that 

the church seems dumbstruck when their prayers are answered! Lloyd Ogilive says 

that at times we are so caught up in our prayers we fail to hear the knocking. 

The answer may be at the door. <Ogilive p 203‑204>

Consistent with the inference in Mt 9:38, that missionaries should be 

called/sent by God, the Holy Spirit indicated that Barnabas and Saul were to be 

sent into the mission field (Acts 13:2). Because the early church was careful to 

do what God wanted them to do, rather than what they themselves desired, their 

immediate response was to fast and pray. When confirmation was achieved they 

laid hands on them and sent them off. We see here evidence of an important 

truth. Some are sent and others stay, but both are part of the mission. Not all 

can go and not all are called to go. But we all have the responsibility to help 

send and pray for those who go.

The early church was clearly intentional about prayer. In Acts 16:13 they looked 

for a place to pray and Lydia responded to the word of God. Several verses later 

in 16:16 they were again going to a place of prayer when they released a slave 

girl from the bondage of an evil spirit. Because of this Paul and Silas were 

thrown in jail and they began to pray. The jail was shook by an earthquake which 

opened the prison and freed the prisoners. When Paul and Silas chose to not 

escape the jailer and his whole household were saved.

We too must be looking for a place to pray!

VI. PaulÆs Prayers and Prayer Requests

Paul, the ultimate evangelist, continually asked for prayer. Almost every letter 

asks the

church to help him by their prayers. In some cases the request for prayer was 

general in nature (Ro 15:30; 2 Cor 1:8‑11; Php 1:19; 2 Tim 1:3), and in others 

the request indicated PaulÆs specific prayer needs. I will look at five requests 

in more detail.

Rom 1:9‑10 God . . . is my witness how constantly I remember you in my prayers 

at all times; and I pray that now at last by God's will the way may be opened 

for me to come to you.

PaulÆs letters indicate prayer for many different needs, and here he expresses 

two ideas. First, Paul says that he himself is constantly praying for the 

believers at Rome. What an expression of loving concern for believers he had not 

yet met! Second, he seeks GodÆs direction for his evangelistic travels. He hopes 

that God will allow him to visit Rome. Paul prays for GodÆs direction on the 

basics ù where do I go? Paul doesnÆt care how he gets to Rome as long as its 

GodÆs will. Paul trusts God to get him there if that is where God wanted him to 

go. So he asks for GodÆs help in prayer.

Col 4:2‑4 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for 

us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 

mystery of Christ . . . Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.

Paul begins here by suggesting that we are to be serious ("devoted") about our 

prayer life. It is not to be a secondary part of our life style. He also says we 

are to be watchful and thankful. He then immediately moves to his own needs for 

opportunity and proclamation. Although Paul is writing from prison, he asks for 

prayers for his work rather than for personal needs. He wants the opportunity 

(open door) to share his message. He wants a favorable opportunity for his 

evangelistic work. Even while in prison Paul wants the opportunity to share his 

message and he requests prayer from the church. PaulÆs consuming interest was to 

advance the Gospel and his continued requests for prayer provides evidence of 

the value Paul gave to prayer.

"Mystery" refers to the revelation of God's plan of salvation as that plan 

focuses on Christ. The gospel itself is a "mystery which was kept secret since 

the world began" (Rom. 16:25). This mystery was revealed by God through the 

prophetic Scriptures to Paul and the church (1 Cor. 2:7; Eph. 6:19; Col. 4:3). 

<Nelson's ‑ mystery> Understanding is limited by the receptive ability of those 

who hear the proclamation. In the case of the carnally‑minded, worldliness 

blinds them to the light of understanding, so Paul prays that he can proclaim 

that truth clearly.

Paul knew as well as any man how to proclaim the message and yet he asked for 

prayers that he might be taught to speak ù "That I may proclaim it clearly, as I 

should (4:4). The best and most eminent Christians need the prayers of the 

church, and they, like Paul, should not be above asking for them. <Henry Col 

4:2‑4>

Eph 6:18‑20 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers 

and requests. . . Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be 

given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel . . . 

Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.

Again Paul requests prayer for his work. In the preceding verses Paul has listed 

all the weapons we have at our disposal to battle Satan. Paul ends with the 

greatest of all weapons ù prayer. He says our prayers must be constant, intense 

and unselfish. He wants personal prayer for his work so that he can proclaim the 

word of God fearlessly. Fearlessly here probably means with frankness and 

uninhibited openness. 

II Th 3:1‑3 Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord may 

spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. And pray that we may be 

delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith. But the Lord is 

faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.

In this letter some very heavy issues have been discussed, but at the end Paul 

includes another request for prayer, identifying evil and Satan as the source of 

his concern. The Apostle recognized that the success of his mission was a 

blessing from God and would result through the ability to overcome evil. That 

ability only comes with GodÆs blessing and Paul asks for help in prayer.

Paul wants his disciples and friends praying that he would not be found wanting 

for the evangelistic task. He knows that it is only through GodÆs power that he 

will succeed. Paul clearly understands the message and what to say, but he knows 

that his real enemy is Satan and he asks for help in fighting the spiritual 

forces of evil (Eph 6:12). <Barclay ‑ II Thes 3:1‑3>

We should note the significance of "may spread rapidly" (3:1) which stresses 

both the vital and active nature of the Word of the Lord and the urgency with 

which the apostles desired to spread it (Ps 147:15). <Wycliff, II Thes 3:1‑3>

Paul asks specifically for prayer in two areas:

(1) For the success of the gospel ministry: that the Word of the Lord may have 

free reign and spread rapidly, and that it would be honored or glorified. Paul 

was more concerned that God's name would be exalted, his kingdom advanced, and 

his will done, than he was about his own daily needs, even though he often wrote 

from prison.

(2) For the safety of gospel ministers: he asks for preservation and protection 

that they may be delivered from evil and wicked men. <Henry, II Thes 3:1‑3>

Phile 1:6 I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will 

have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.

Even in this personal letter (addressed to an individual rather than a church) 

Paul says he is praying that his friend will be active in sharing the message of 

Christ. It is interesting to note that the reason Paul wants Philemon to share 

his faith so he will grow spiritually, not that others will be saved. The 

practice of sharing our faith with others helps each of us grow closer to 

Christ.

1 Tim 2:1,4 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and 

thanksgiving be made for everyone . . . who wants all men to be saved and to 

come to a knowledge of the truth.

Again notice the urgency in this verse. Paul urges Timothy first of all to pray. 

He wants Timothy to have the same devotion to prayer that has characterized his 

own ministry. The prayers are to be for everyone ù not just the church and 

TimothyÆs friends, but everyone, including the leaders of the day who were 

persecuting the church. 

There is a clear universal emphasis as we see "all" mentioned in verses 1, 2, 4, 

6, and from the apostolic, missionary reference in 2:7 <Wycliffe, 1 Tim 2:1‑4> 

God wants all to be saved, (Jn 3:16; 2 Pet 3:9;) so Paul asks Timothy to pray 

for all ù the saved and the unsaved. We are to bring our persecutors before the 

throne of grace because God wants "all men to be saved."

The role of the evangelist is not only to pray but to encourage others to pray. 

The disciples of Christ must be praying people and a subject high on our prayer 

list must be the lost. We are to pray always and with all kinds of prayers (Eph. 

6:18). There must be prayers for ourselves, for mankind in general, and for 

particular persons who need or desire our prayers. <Henry, 1 Tim 2:1‑4>

God wants all to come to a knowledge of the truth, indicating that knowledge 

saves one from error and misunderstanding. Prayer demonstrates our love for 

mankind. God desires that no one be lost; he wants none to experience death and 

destruction (Ezek. 33:11). God has not decreed the salvation of all, because 

some will perish by their own fault (Mt. 23:37). He wants us to have the 

knowledge of the truth, because that is the path to salvation. Christ is the way 

and the truth, and so he is the life. <Henry, 1 Tim 2:1‑4>

Rom 10:1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is 

that they may be saved.

Throughout Romans 10‑11 Paul condemns the Jewish people for their attitude, yet 

right in the middle of this discussion Paul indicates his real heart for his 

people. He wants them to be saved. He follows this testimony of prayer by 

telling his readers in 10:9‑10 exactly how to be saved.

Eternal wrath hung over their heads. It is clear in this prayer that Paul wishes 

they might be convinced and converted. Although Paul preached against them and 

their unbelief, he also prayed for their belief. It would seem to be our duty to 

pray for the salvation of our own: our family, our neighbors, our local church, 

and our community/city/nation ù those whom we call our own. <Henry, 10:1>

VII. The Enemy

I do not wish to give this topic extensive coverage, as we touched on this 

subject briefly in John 17, but to be complete I need to cover it briefly. We 

can never forget that our battle is with evil and that we must resist it at 

every turn (James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:9). Paul reminds us that the real battle is 

against the powers of darkness in the heavenly realms (Eph 6:12). GodÆs Word 

provides the weapons (Eph 6:13‑18), but we must choose to use them. <Bubeck p 

158> People cannot come to Christ unless their minds are spiritually open, (2 

Cor 4:3‑4) and Satan prevents that openness by blinding them from the truth. 

Prayer is the primary weapon against Satan. We must not be ignorant of the 

devices of Satan (2 Cor 2:11), but neither do we have to know everything about 

the powers we confront before we dare bind the strongman. We must overpower 

those that hold captive the unsaved (Mt 12:29). <Anderson p 87>

Scripture tells us to resist Satan (2Cor 3:14‑16, 4:3‑4; Mt 12:29; Eph 6:10‑11; 

James 4:7). Scripture also says that we have the power to resist (James 5:16; 

Eph 3:16‑21, 6:10‑18; Jn 14:12‑13, 16:24; Mt 6:13). We should be aware that we 

may need to confront the powers of darkness when we pray for the unsaved. Be 

forewarned and forearmed!

VIII. Modern Examples

South Korea: In 1971 South Korea was 10% Christian. It is projected that by the 

year 2000, 42% of the population will have been converted. Why? Because of an 

emphasis on prayer and fasting. The foundation for revival in South Korea was 

laid when four missionaries of different faiths began praying together. Today 

millions of Korean rise early in the morning every day to pray. <Hayes p 84>

Revival ‑ Fulton Street: On September 23, 1857, a layman named Lamphier began a 

prayer meeting in New York City. Initially only a few came, but ultimately the 

crowds grew, and the revival spread to Philadelphia and then West. "The whole 

emphasis was on prayer, and our whole nation was shaken by the power of God as 

it had never been shaken before," stated R. A. Torrey. <Vander Griend p 339>

Evangelization of China: In 1949, when ChinaÆs borders were closed, there were 

an estimated 1.5 million Christians in the country. In 1992 it was estimated 

that the number had grown to 63 million. "The world has never before seen a 

turning to God on such a scale ù a harvest against all the odds through definite 

intercession for ChinaÆs millions." <Rommen p 141‑142>

Personal Account: The author personally knows of a situation in which the wife 

of an unbelieving husband prayed diligently for 37 years for the saving grace of 

God to be poured out on her resistant husband. After 37 years of constant prayer 

her answer came when he announced to his family that he had accepted Christ as 

his personal Savior.

Are these coincidences? I think not. Someone might suggest that the husbandÆs 

salvation merely came in due time. I would suggest that it is just as likely 

that this husband was not one of the elect and the persistent prayer of a 

faithful wife softened GodÆs heart as he drew the husband into his presence.

VII. Conclusion/Summary

The focus for this paper was to determine the effectiveness of prayer in 

evangelizing the lost. Is anyone saved because of prayer? Is prayer a 

foundational requirement for effective evangelism? Is the teaching in Exodus 17 

true ù is the battle really won in the prayer closet? If God has already chosen 

the elect what good does it do if I pray? This last question could involve a 

long study on several Christian doctrines, but let it suffice to say that (1) 

God has asked us to pray; (2) if God wants us to pray then it must be part of 

his plan; (3) God has pledged to answer; and (4) as indicated below God will 

change his mind (Ex 32:9‑14). The story in Exodus 32 shows that Moses plead his 

cause before the Lord and God relented. There is no reason to think that God 

cannot be influenced by our prayer. It is illogical to conclude otherwise. 

<Sanders p 123>

E. M. Bounds may provide the best and most logical response to the question of 

prayer efficacy: "To answer prayer is GodÆs universal rule . . . GodÆs Word does 

not say, æCall onto me and you will thereby be trained into the happy art of 

knowing how to be denied. Ask, and you will learn sweet patience by getting 

nothing.Æ Far from it. But it is definite, clear and positive: æAsk, and it 

shall be given unto you.Æ" <Bounds p 49>

Can prayer soften the ground, help germinate the seed, or water the harvest? 

Wesley Duewel suggests that our prayers can cultivate the crop by influencing 

God. <Duewel p 190> God is in control of all things ù families, individuals, 

governments, world leaders, the lost ù and nothing happens without his inherent 

permission. He directs our ways as he pleases (Proverbs 21:1). Our prayers can 

help influence the outcome if they are in accordance with his will.

In summary, this paper has demonstrated that: 

    1. God promises to answer prayer when our lifestyle and attitude conforms to 

    his will. 

    2. The Godhead supports us in prayer. 

    3. Prayer is a key factor in bringing the power of God into active 

    involvement in our lives and in the      lives of those for whom we pray. 

    4. Jesus prayed for the lost and for his disciples. 

    5. Jesus asked us to pray for missionaries to be sent by God 

    6. The early church was intentional about prayer and prayed frequently. The 

    specific subject matter      of their prayers is not often revealed in 

    scripture, but miracles happened and people came into the 

        kingdom when they prayed. 

    7. In the many prayers and prayer requests of Paul we see clearly the 

    instruction to pray for         missionaries and their evangelistic work. 

    8. Paul wants us to pray for everyone, that they may be saved. 

    9. We must be prepared to encounter opposition from Satan. 

But does the Bible report a specific example of someone being saved because of 

the particular prayers of someone else? My research indicates the answer is no. 

Although there are many general implications relative to people praying and 

others being saved, I cannot identify a clear‑cut passage illustrating a 

specific conversion experience linked to a specific prayer.

Some might want to cite Cornelius in Acts 10 as an example, but on close 

inspection we find that it was not until Peter preached the gospel that he and 

his household were saved (11:14). It is critical in our understanding to see 

that the saving did not take place until Peter preached the word of God; 

salvation did not occur because of the prayer. In fact there is nothing said 

about the content of CorneliusÆ prayers.

Does this mean that prayer is not important in bringing someone to Christ? 

Certainly not! The overwhelming general evidence and clear implication is that 

prayer is desired and may be absolutely necessary in some circumstances. Charles 

Stanley says we are the link between GodÆs hand of infinite resources and the 

work that needs to be accomplished. God is the power source and prayer is the 

instrument of that power because it brings focus on the issue at hand. <Stanley 

p 95> "The greatest impact any of us can have on ChristÆs global cause is to be 

involved in consistent prayer for the whole world and to teach other Christians 

how to pray in this way." <Bryant p155> But how is it that we are to pray? What 

do we pray for? We know that Jesus wants us to ask the Father to send workers 

(Mt 9:38), but how do we pray for the lost? We have the first hint in the story 

of Cornelius: the lost must hear the gospel message ù the word of God.

I agree with John Piper that prayer should never be exalted above the power of 

the Word of God. Proclamation must be at the forefront of our evangelistic 

efforts. Pray is the power behind the proclamation, but it is the Word that 

brings people and nations to saving faith:

        Ro 10:13‑15 how can they believe or hear without someone preaching 

        Ro 10:17 faith comes from hearing the message, the word of Christ 

        Ro 1:16 the gospel is the power of God for salvation of those who 

        believe 

        1 Pet 1:23 we are born again through the living and enduring word of God 

        Mt 24:14 when the gospel is preached to the whole world the end will 

        come 

There are no similar descriptions or promises regarding prayer!

It is instructive to look again at exactly what Paul asks for when he requests 

prayer. In Eph 6:19‑20 he asks that words be given him so he can proclaim the 

gospel fearlessly. In Col 4:3‑4 Paul asks for an open door for his message, so 

that they can proclaim it clearly and fearlessly. In 2 Thes 3;1 he wants prayer 

so that the message may spread rapidly. The spread of the kingdom will take 

place because the word of God is preached, but the preaching is supported by 

prayers of the saints for open doors, protection, healing, supplies, and the 

calling of workers. <Piper p 228‑232>

The primary encounter for the lost must be with the word of God ù it is the 

power of God (Ro 1:16; 1 Cor 1:18). The primary weapon is the message of the 

gospel, the sword of the Spirit (Eph 6:17), but prayer paves the way for those 

who proclaim the message and prepares the hearts of those who hear. The 

intercessor or the missionary dare not forget that it is God in his infinite 

wisdom, mercy, and grace who saves the sinner. Our prayer should be that God is 

glorified when through his sovereign choice he decides to save the lost.

John 14:12‑14 indicates Jesus will provide whatever we ask in his name. Patrick 

Johnstone suggests that the works believers will do is linked to the prayers 

Jesus promises to answer. Johnstone indicates that the world will be evangelized 

only through prayer. Intercessory prayer is the means by which we exercise 

ChristÆs authority in the world. The power of prayer is not diminished by time, 

distance, or place. <Rommen p 149>

The Great Commission shows that the victory of the Cross gives Christ all 

authority. In Christ we have received that authority (Lk 9:1, 10:19), and Jesus 

has given us the keys to his kingdom (Mt 16:19). By faith we can move mountains 

and we have the power to bind and loose (Mt 18:18‑19, Jn 20:23). This should 

give us the boldness necessary to knock down the strongholds of evil (2 Cor 

10:4), and resist Satan (1 Peter 5:9). Paul summarizes it perfectly when he 

says, "If God is for us who can be against us?"

Satan doesnÆt have a chance when we pray! <Rommen p 158>

I would welcome any comments or suggestions that would improve the effectiveness 

of this paper, or correct error. You can send them to: 

    Steve Berkey 

    10920 N. Southshore Dr. 

    Syracuse, IN 46567 

    Phone: (219) 457‑5222 

    FAX: (219) 457‑8264 

    Email: extra@extra‑mile.com 
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