Barton Evangelical Church
32 Barton Road, Canterbury, CT1 1YQ
http://www.chaucer.enta.net/prayer.htm

Prayer and prayer meetings
Prayer is important
Prayer must be at the heart of all we seek to be and do as Christians, since otherwise we fall into the trap of depending on our own strength and abilities, rather than on God. 
We have a regular prayer meeting on Saturdays 8:00 - 9:00  a.m., which moves between people's homes around the city, depending on which Saturday of the month it is. Please check with Pauline Carr for the venue.
There is also a prayer meeting at 32 Barton Rd on the 1st Thursday of the month from 7:45 - 9:30pm.
Prayer Meetings
 "The Sunday morning attendance shows how popular the church is.
The Sunday evening attendance shows how popular the preacher is.
The prayer meeting attendance shows how popular God is."
1.  Do you enjoy prayer meetings?  What is the best prayer meeting you can remember?  What made it special?
A.  Bible Base
The early church knew the value of meeting to pray.  We read of three specific prayer meetings.  Read Acts 2 v. 1.  As the Victorian London Pastor C.H. Spurgeon encouraged his own Monday night prayer meeting, "Pentecost began with only a prayer meeting but ended with the grand baptism of thousands."

Look at Acts 1 vv. 4,5,8.

2.  Why were they praying? 

Read Acts 4 vv. 23-31.


3.     a.    What prompted this concerted prayer?
        b.    What is the starting point of this prayer?  How does it develop?  How do they pray?
        c.    What are the effects of this prayer?


Read Acts 12 vv. 1-17.

As the chapter opens Herod is rampant, Peter is behind bars and the church is on the defensive.  By the end Herod is dead, Peter is free and the Word of God is on the march.  


4.  What turns the tide in verse 5?  

When the church heard the report at the door in the early hours they probably thought it was the secret police.  


5.  How is this an encouragement to us?  What makes these three prayer meetings different from many of ours?


Read the following verses:
Matthew 18 vv. 18-20
Proverbs 27 v. 17
Ecclesiastes 4 v. 12
Joel 2 vv. 15-17
Zechariah 8 v. 21


6.  What is it that makes coming together to pray special?  (An analogy may be eating together compared with eating alone.)
   
A whole church on its knees is irresistible!
B.  Preparing (or Pre-Praying) to Lead
A week in advance - ask - Is it true there are any special prayer burdens or priority areas?  Announce this in the church newsheet/through the notices.  Identify and ask those at least you wish to share in the meeting.  Brief them clearly (time allowance, how that piece will fit in with the purpose of the prayer meeting).  At this stage you should be able to define the purpose of the prayer meeting.

i)  Draw near to God
To begin you will want to direct everyone’s attention to God, especially His willingness and ability to answer prayer.  We need to remember whom we are speaking to, how we approach him (through Christ)  and to claim His promises.  You may also like to praise Him in song.  The whole time needs to remain God-centred.


7.  "Be still and know that I am God."  How can we help folk to do this on a Thursday evening after a demanding day?  What scriptures can we use to give us encouragement         to come before God?
   
ii)  Confess!
Never Easy - especially in a group but if neglected your prayer time may never get off the ground. 


See Luke 18 vv. 9-14, Isaiah 59 vv. 1, 2, Daniel 9 vv. 20-22, James 1 v. 6, 4 v. 3. 

iii)  Pray! 
Then you will want to pray!


     Read the following verses:

Luke 10 v. 2
Ephesians 6 v. 18 (and see Paul’s model prayers at the opening of some of his letters)
Ephesians 6 v. 19 
Colossians 4 vv. 3, 4
1 Timothy 2 v. 2
1 Timothy 2 v. 4


8.  Who or what should we pray for?  You should keep some balance.
   
Practically:
What further help/information will you need?
Who do you need to phone?
Have you booked a suitable room?
What visual presentation material/equipment will you need? (Video, OHP, whiteboard, handouts, etc.)
Will you need musicians/music/words?
Looking back over past prayer meetings what answers have you received?

On the day - Arrive a little early.  
Check contributors, room and equipment.
C.  The Prayer Time
Round up all of the prayer concerns and forthcoming ministry opportunities of the church.  You will not be able to cover them all!  Can you see a pattern emerging?  Arrange them into 2-4 sections.

The prayer meeting should be akin to the Israelites on their way to the Promised Land.  They advanced in step with the pillar of cloud (daytime) or fire (night time) but lingered until it was time to move.  When we have the sense of having discharged a prayer burden we too can move on.


9.  There are many ways to pray.  What are some of the advantages/disadvantages of
· solo praying in a united meeting?
· silent praying in a united meeting?
(bidding prayers are a cross between the two - the leader says "Let us pray for…our colleagues/those we meet in our everyday business, those we now doing exams, our neighbours without Christ…  which is followed by silence)
· set praying in a united meeting (read prayers)
· praying in pairs
· praying in small groups
· sentence praying - everyone’s limit is one sentence on a theme
· chain praying - round the room in a sequence
· mobile praying - move round the room individually or in groups to locations where prayer information is displayed
There are two equal and opposite dangers of praying in public.  One is to be oblivious of your fellow prayers - the other is to be over-conscious of them.  We need sensitivity to our Father in Heaven and our brothers and sisters in the room.
D.  Dealing with Problems
10.  What problems occur in prayer meetings?  Here are three examples:  the gossip shop, the shopping trip, the long silence.


11.  How would you deal with the following problems (people!) 

· Peacock pray-ers - These are pray-ers who draw attention to ‘me’ - my feelings, my faith, my fortunes.  Indeed they are usually prayed in the first person singular. 

· Drone pray-ers - One night when George Whitfield was worn out from preaching that day he asked his host to pray before retiring.  The man did so at such length that Whitfield rose from his knees while the prayer was still going on and groaned, "Brother, how can you indulge in such tediousness?  You prayed me into a delightful frame of mind, and you prayed me completely out of it again!" 

· Waspish Pray-ers - These pray-ers are those which set out to put other people right.  Any lesser mortals who pray about ordinary, down-to-earth matters in plain English will certainly be intimidated by these self-consciously "spiritual" men and women who use only the approved expressions of one of the superior brands of the Christian faith.  Sometimes they mount a take-over bid.  Listen to one such "wasp", Augustus Carp Esq. In his autobiography.  "[I never allowed] an instant to elapse after the right to supplicated had been declared general.  Indeed, on many occasions I filled the subsequent gaps also, and at one particularly reluctant gathering, I can well remember, in less than half an hour, offering a dozen full-length petitions.  That I soon had rivals goes without saying…  But once started, I allowed no second petitioner to deflect or abbreviate my entreaties."
· Grasshopper Pray-ers - These pray-ers jump all over the shop and make no connection with anything prayed before.  Just when the meeting is rising to the praise of the holiness of God, the grasshopper will suddenly break in with some sentiment such as, "God bless Mrs. B. with her septic toe." 

· Cobweb pray-ers - These pray-ers were very fresh once, but now their prayers are tired and gathering dust.  They story is told of a dear old saint who would pray faithfully at every prayer meeting, "Lord Sweep the cobwebs from our hearts, Lord sweep the cobwebs from our hearts."  At one meeting when, true to form, he had made this petition, "Lord, sweep the cobwebs from our hearts," one of the younger brothers could stand it no longer, and rising to his feet said in a loud voice, "Lord, Kill that spider!" 

· Whispering grass pray-ers - These people always know the intimate details of the personal lives and problems of church members, and like to show they know. 

· Mouse pray-ers - These may be a little shy, and thus need to be encouraged, or they may use hushed tones in prayer because of the solemnity of the occasion. 

· Wallflower pray-ers - Those who stay silent do present a problem, as they are depriving both themselves and others of a real blessing. 

· Latebird pray-ers - Last but not least!  A Christian Union Leader at college once remarked, "It’s a good thing the C.U. is not a train - because if it were half of you would have missed it! 
E. Follow it Up
12. Ask someone for an opportunity to lead a prayer meeting.  Then ask a friend to give feedback - what worked well - what didn’t.  (Remember the success of a prayer meeting only in part depends on the leader.  The Holy Spirit is the inspirer of our praying and God’s people need to be open to Him.)

13. How is your praying together as a church/leadership ministry team?  If it is flagging right now what can we do to give an injection of new life?
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