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Two premises and three reason for praying together.

One congregation moves toward dynamic corporate prayer.

Calling the church to prayer seems to be on the front burner of God's purposes in our time. Church leaders nationwide__from many different denominations and movements__are planning, working, and praying together in unprecedented ways.

In 1990, as I saw the church being swept up in this river of cooperation and prayer, I called our own church to serious corporate prayer for spiritual awakening. It was a bold move with an aggressive agenda, made possible only by the call and leadership of the Holy Spirit. We established four corporate prayer meetings a week, and I challenged every member to participate in one meeting each week, praying specifically for revival. Having walked through that process of birthing corporate prayer in our church, I learned some things that may help you in your own church.

The Premises of Corporate Intercession

The first thing we tried to do was to cast the vision for intercession. I spent several weeks preaching and teaching so that my people would understand the premises of corporate intercession.

Premise One

Prayer is one of God's agendas for our time. This is obvious from what is happening globally in the arena of prayer. But why is it happening? Why will it succeed? And why should our churches participate in it?

In Mt. 2112_13, Jesus entered the temple and cast out those who were buying and selling, overturning the money changers' tables and saying, "It is written . . . 'My house will be called a house of prayer,' but you are making it a 'den of robbers.'" The account of Jesus cleansing the temple in Jn. 217 says that the disciples were reminded of the Old Testament prophecy, "Zeal for your house will consume me."

The prayer movement will ultimately succeed in the church because whatever God is zealous toward will come to pass. In the cleansing of the temple, Jesus was not zealous just to be rid of the corruption. He was zealous for His Father's house to become a "house of prayer."

God's house, therefore, will become a house of prayer. And we must not forget that we, today's church, are God's house. Ephesians 221_22 reminds us that we "are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit." We may look at the prayerlessness of the church__and our own prayerlessness__and think, This is impossible; it will never happen. But it is, in fact, inevitable. The consuming zeal in the heart of Jesus for the Father's house will bring it to pass. He has declared and will establish the full intention of His Father"My [Father's] house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations" (Mk. 1117).

Premise Two

Prayer is one of God's ordained methods. God works His will through praying people. We will not simply wake up one day and find all of the Scriptures fulfilled without any activity on our part. Even the birth of Jesus was accomplished through God raising up people such as Simeon and Anna and "all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jersualem" (Lk. 238)__people who had been interceding for years for the Messiah to come, people who had prayed in cooperation with the purposes of God. Likewise, the release of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost was precipitated by the prayers of the 120 in the upper room.

Now it's our turn to pray together for His holy purposes. We must take our place in the history of faith and give birth to God's intentions for our generation, because He has included us in the unfolding of His purposes on earth.

To pray is to dream the dreams of God. Prayerlessness is the act of embezzling our own lives from God. But prayer brings God back into the world to establish His kingship and expand His presence.

The Reasons for Corporate Intercession

The second thing we did in our church was to help people embrace the reasons for praying together. Corporate intercession means praying together instead of alone. But praying together does not merely refer to physical proximity. It also refers to unified purpose.

Reason One 

There is strength in praying together. Ecclesiastes teaches us"Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their workIf one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up! Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone? Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken" (49_12).

We should pray together because God has made us to need each other. We have been called by God into a community. We can't just give lip service to this call or to the doctrine of unity. Unity demands community. The truth is, our flesh is weak and we will pray better and more consistently and more faithfully if we come together. (See 1 Cor. 1212_14, Jas. 516, Heb. 1024_25, Phil. 127.)

Reason Two

There is power in praying together. Deuteronomy says of God's army that "one man [could] chase a thousand, or two put ten thousand to flight" (3230). There is a multiplied effect in being together before God. It was the corporate prayer of Acts 114 that produced the corporate power of Acts 241_47. Corporate prayer brings corporate power (Acts 424_31).

Reason Three

There is purpose in praying together. This purpose is expressed in three ways

1. We have a holy temple to build. We are each living stones that God is using to build His dwelling place on this earth (Eph. 221_22). As we are knit together, the church becomes what God intends. We cannot do this as individuals.

2. We have a holy calling to fulfill (Mt. 2113). We are God's house together, each a temple of the Holy Spirit. The only way the church can be called a house of prayer is if we are a people of prayer.

3. We have a holy person to reveal (Col. 127). No individual can reveal all the glory and wisdom and power of Christ. It takes all of us together, as His body, to reveal the Holy One to this world and to the principalities and powers in heavenly places (Eph. 310).

For eight years now, our church has practiced corporate prayer. This is expressed in a variety of ways, including a time set aside in every service, intercessory groups that meet throughout the week, and special prayer events within our church and for our city. We say we have "birthed corporate prayer in our church." But really, corporate prayer has birthed something in us.

Praying together has been like igniting a spiritual boiler room within our church. The temperature of our faith has risen. Answered prayers are an ongoing experience. We have seen the climate of our unity radically changed. We have entered a stream of God's activity along with a host of other churches and Christians and pastors' groups across our city. There is a feeling of oneness among the churches, and practical strategies are developing for the church in Houston to stand "firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel" (Phil. 127).

One of the primary purposes of the church is to hear what the Spirit is saying and obey. Corporate prayer is an exciting invitation being given by the Holy Spirit to the church in our day. Our acceptance of this invitation will be met by God's own presence and activity in the corporate prayer setting and beyond. Through corporate prayer, a church can become one of God's thoroughfares into the city.
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