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Introduction
A Faith to Confess is designed to present a clear outline of Biblical truth to all interested persons.
Since the Bible, the fully inspired Word of God, does not change from one age to another, the truths
contained in the Confession, wholly based as they are upon Scripture, are as relevant today as when
'the Elders and Brethren of many congregations of Christians, baptized upon profession of their
Faith' stated them in 1677. Charles II was then upon the British throne. It was a time of
persecution.
Between the years 1644 and 1648 an Assembly of Puritan Divines of England and Scotland had
drawn up the Westminster Confession which was and is highly esteemed by believers. But its
church Order was that of Presbyterianism, and Baptists differed from it on important matters such
as the nature of the gathered church, baptism, the Lord's supper and church government. Hence,
when opportunity arose, they drew up their own Confession of Faith, accepting the fundamental
doctrines of the Westminster Confession but making such adjustments to, and correction of, that
Confession as seemed to their minds and consciences to be demanded by the pure Word of God.
Thus a comparison of the two Confessions will reveal many word-for-word similarities but also
sundry changes.
A dozen years after the Baptist Confession was drawn up by persecuted ministers a new era of
liberty dawned, and in 1689 thirty-seven leading Baptist ministers re-issued the Confession. In
England and Wales it became the definitive Confession of the Particular or Calvinistic churches
and remained so for the next two centuries. Its alternative title was the Old London Confession. In
1744 it was adopted by the Calvinistic Baptists of North America, and called by them the
Philadelphia Confession of Faith.
The youthful C. H. Spurgeon had been minister of the New Park Street Chapel, London, for a few
months only when, in 1855, he determined to strengthen the doctrinal foundations of that and other
churches by the re-issue of the 1689 Confession. In this way it was given a new lease of life. The
twentieth century has also witnessed to its relevance and usefulness, for in 1958 it was again
reprinted, with further editions in 1963, 1966, 1970 and 1974. Recent decades have seen a revival of
the Reformed Faith, not least among Baptists. The revivifying of old churches and the planting of
new churches in various parts of the world has given renewed emphasis to the need for a Confession
which sets forth fundamentals of the Faith in clear and concise language.
Carey Publications Limited felt, however, that the Confession of 1689 in its original form presented
certain difficulties. An essential of any doctrinal statement is that it should be capable of being
clearly understood by those who are invited to use it. As far as possible its language must be that of
the time of its issue; ambiguities must be avoided; clarity must be its hallmark. After nearly three
hundred years the Confession of William III's reign no longer meets these requirements, and Mr. S.
M. Houghton of Charlbury, Oxford, was invited by the Publishers to rewrite the Confession in a
modern style, retaining the exact sense of the original-this is guaranteed!-but transposing phrases
and changing words, to render the meaning, as far as possible, crystal clear. It is believed that, in
this new form, the Confession will have a still greater usefulness wherever the English language is
spoken.
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Baptist ministers need experience no hesitation in recommending the Confession to their members
as a document that maintains doctrinal precision with a reasonable degree of fullness. It is not, of
course, to be held as an infallible and authoritative rule. Believers are bound by Scripture, by the
whole of Scripture, and by nothing but the Scripture. At the same time, however, it is highly
necessary and undeniably useful to have a clear statement in modern language of the Faith we
believe and practice and commend to all men.
Those newly converted to the Christian Faith are not expected at the outset either to know or
understand all the great doctrines set out in the Confession. But acquaintance with all facts of the
Faith is something to be pursued from the moment of conversion, and the more so because there are
many winds of false doctrine in the modern world ready to blow young plants out of the ground.
The modern idiom will aid young Christians, and the texts to which they are directed will be a guide
for them in Bible study. We have not followed the method of inserting, after every other sentence or
so, a figure to guide to a Biblical text, but have adopted the more modern practice of giving textual
references at the end of the paragraphs. Those who use the Confession are requested to compare
the statements made with the texts to which attention is called, but at the same time to rememberand this is a very important matter-that statements in the Confession do not hinge upon any one
text, but are keyed to 'the whole counsel of God'.
While it is hoped that all members of churches will steadfastly believe the doctrines of the
Confession, it is unlikely that they will all become expert theologians. But the Reformed awakening
of today has given renewed thrust to the Biblical teaching concerning Elders, who are, by definition,
expected to possess an aptitude to teach and to be able by sound doctrine to exhort and to convince
gainsayers (Titus 1:9). Here, then, is a Faith for churches to be founded upon, and a Faith for
church officers to teach, defend, and hand on to future generations (1 Tim 3:15, 16).
We call rightly claim that well-established believers of the Baptist persuasion will find little, if any,
difficulty in giving assent to the great truths which are covered by the Confession. Such
fundamental doctrines as those of the Trinity, Providence, the Fall of Man, the Atonement,
Justification, and Repentance are the common heritage of all who worthily bear the name of
Christian. Oil the other hand, there are matters to which the Confession makes reference which do
not command such universal assent, and on which, indeed, opinions are divided. This very fact
reminds us that the Confession is not acclaimed as an infallible statement on a par with Scripture.
But certainly it expresses in up to date language the sum and substance of the ancient Gospel of
martyrs, confessors, reformers and saints, and, as Spurgeon said of the Confession when he
republished it in 1856, 'it is the truth of God, against which the gates of hell shall not prevail'. At the
same time, however, readers will find several interpretations which are admittedly disputed at the
present day. We call attention to some of them.
(1) In Ch 26, paragraph 4, the Pope of Rome is declared to be 'the antichrist', 'the man of sin', 'the
son of perdition'.
This view, held by the Reformers and Puritans, is not universally held today, not because believers
do not deplore the errors of Romanism (and of modern Protestantism for that matter), but on
exegetical grounds. Some Christians are prepared to believe and say that the primary reference of
'the little apocalypse', as 2 Thessalonians 2:2-9 is called, is to the Pope; some speak and write
otherwise. The various commentaries show that there are reason- able grounds for proposing
alternative interpretations, and, in the absence of unanimity, no attempt can rightly be made to
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demand an obligatory belief of any one line of interpretation. In the area of prophecy (eschatology)
it is particularly needful to be cautious, for only in the consummation of all things will the precise
meaning of apocalyptic passages of the Word be made clear. In other words, we are not prepared to
claim that the prophetical interpretations made by the Reformers of the sixteenth century and the
Puritans of the seventeenth century stand on the same level as their doctrinal affirmations.
(2) Despite the close alignment of the 1689 Confession with the Westminster Confession, the
substance of Ch 20 is not to be found in the Westminster Confession, but is, with scarcely any
variation, taken from The Savoy Declaration of Faith and Order, 1658, issued by the
Congregational-Independents. Why did the compilers see fit to make this addition? Dr. Jack Milner
of Derby has made a study of this question and writes as follows:
When we look at Ch twenty as a whole it seems as if the compilers recognized the need for a
definition of the gospel as sent out into the world.
The first paragraph contains a statement of the necessity of God's grace followed in the second
paragraph by an affirmation of the absolute necessity of gospel preaching, designed to emphasize
the fact that the gospel is revealed nowhere but in the Bible. Paragraph three shows that the actual
sending of the gospel is in the hands of God. Although the precept of Scripture directs Christians to
preach the gospel to every creature, the sovereign will and good pleasure of God alone determine
the particular nations and individuals to whom the gospel actually comes. The final paragraph of
Ch twenty is a re-affirmation of the doctrine of effectual calling with a reminder that the gospel
preacher, in declaring the truth, is fulfilling his duty.
The force of the Great Commission was plainly felt by the compilers and they sought to draw
attention to the absolute distinction between 'the church' and 'the world'. Before the days of
Constantine the Church could be seen to be a community of people called out of the world. Their
separateness was their strength for they were saved from their sin and they called on their fellows
to be partakers of the same salvation. In their zeal the believers fulfilled the Great Commission and
the Lord added many to their number. Under Constantine, however, Christianity became the
official religion of the Empire, having the protection of the State. The distinction between the
Church and the world disappeared and a 'church' consisted of everyone in a particular locality and
not of a group of people called out of and spiritually separate from the world.
At the time of the Reformation, the conception of the Church which dated from the reign of
Constantine and prevailed during the Middle Ages was inherited substantially by the Reformers,
most of whom thought in terms of Christian countries, states or cities.
Anabaptists on the Continent saw clearly that the church must be a separate community taken out
of the world and thus the Reformers became their bitter enemies, calling them 'purists' and
'perfectionists'.
In the seventeenth century the Presbyterians who compiled the Westminster Confession still
believed in Christianity in a territorial sense and so they still thought of the church as being
supported by the magistrate. Only gradually did the Baptists begin to oppose the idea of a state
church with its mixture of believers and unbelievers, and to see themselves as a gathered-out
community. Gradually they began to have a view of themselves in their relationship with the world
which led them to reject the whole idea of the church being linked in Presbyterian or Anglican
fashion with the State. This progress towards a correct view of the church in the world is the
distinctive feature of Ch twenty of the 1689 Confession of Faith.
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(3) It has been suggested that the Confession is out of date and inadequate in respect of the
inerrancy of Scripture.
Forces hostile to the gospel have attacked unceasingly the authority of the Word of God. Obviously
the writers of the Confession could not anticipate the controversies of our day. The Confession
declares the divine origin, the perfect nature, the absolute authority and the complete sufficiency of
the holy Scriptures. In recent times the authority of Scripture has been undermined in a subtle way
by what is termed 'the new hermeneutic', the idea that the Scriptures were relevant for the
apostolic times but now require new principles of interpretation for our modern epoch. For
instance, it is claimed that we are now in a more enlightened era concerning the question of the
man/ woman relationship and therefore the prohibitions of 1 Timothy 2:12 and 1 Corinthians
14:34,35 are no longer applicable. In many other ways the notion of irrelevance can be used to
undermine the authority of Scripture. It Is important therefore to assert that the Scriptures are
timeless in their relevance and application. For example, all the ramifications of the personal fall in
time and space of our first parents, Adam and Eve, described in Genesis 3 apply equally now as in
any previous age.
A further challenge to the supreme authority of Scripture is the claim that prophecies continue
today, prophecies that are a mixture of good and bad and not on a par with the original Scripture.
These claims are derogatory in two ways. Firstly to support the claim it is suggested that mixed type
prophecy good and bad (only partially reliable) existed in the New Testament, that of Agabus being
an example. [Victor Budgen writing in the magazine Reformation Today issues 101 and 102 defends
the prophecy of Agabus.] Secondly the notion that further prophecy is needed implies the
inadequacy of Scripture. It is necessary therefore to emphasize the divine origin of Scripture. All
Scripture is God-breathed and therefore wholly free of error and infallible (incapable of teaching
error). The divine inspiration of Scripture is plenary, that is it extends to all parts alike. Finally it is
needful to assert the unique nature of Scripture as the source of truth and the means by which the
Church is to be guided and fed to the end of time, no prophecies of any kind being required to
ameliorate or assist the Scriptures in that unique function.
(4) In the interests of clarity the word 'elect' has been inserted at the opening of paragraph 3 in Ch
10.
This is based on three considerations:
(a) Throughout the Confession it is axiomatic that none but 'elect' persons are saved or can be
saved.
(b) Except for the word 'elect', paragraph 3 Ch 10 is taken from the Westminster Confession of
1648, and obviously the addition of the word 'elect' makes no change whatsoever to the meaning of
the paragraph.
(c) The use of the expression 'all elect persons' later in the paragraph simply carries further the
meaning of the expression 'elect infants'.
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Ch 1 - The Holy Scripture
1.
The Holy Scripture is the all-sufficient, certain and infallible rule or standard of the knowledge,
faith and obedience that constitute salvation. Although the light of nature, and God's works of
creation and providence, give such clear testimony to His goodness, wisdom and power that men
who spurn them are left inexcusable, yet they are not sufficient of themselves to give that knowledge
of God and His will which is necessary for salvation. In consequence the merciful Lord from time to
time and in a variety of ways has revealed Himself, and made known His will to His church. And
furthermore, in order to ensure the preservation and propagation of the truth, and the
establishment and comfort of the church against the corrupt nature of man and the malice of Satan
and the world, He caused this revelation of Himself and His will to be written down in all its
fullness. And as the manner in which God formerly revealed His will has long ceased, the Holy
Scripture becomes absolutely essential to men.
Psa 19:1-3 The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of
His hands. 2 Day to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge. 3 There is no
speech, nor are there words; Their voice is not heard.
Pro 22:19-21 “So that your trust may be in the LORD, I have taught you today, even you. 20 Have
I not written to you excellent things Of counsels and knowledge, 21 To make you know the
certainty of the words of truth That you may correctly answer him who sent you? ”
Isa 8:20 “To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because
they have no dawn.”
Luk 16:29,31 But Abraham *said, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.' 30
"But he said, 'No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent!' 31
"But he said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded
even if someone rises from the dead.'"
Rom 1:19-21 “because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it
evident to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power
and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that
they are without excuse.”
Rom 2:14-15 “For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law,
these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, 15 in that they show the work of the Law
written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or
else defending them, ”
Rom 15:4 “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that
through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”
Eph 2:20 “having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself
being the corner stone,”
2 Tim 3:15-17 “and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give
you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is
inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in
righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”
Heb 1:1 “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many
ways,”
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2 Pet 1:19-21 “So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay
attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in
your hearts.
20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,
21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit
spoke from God.” So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay
attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in
your hearts.

2.
The Holy Scripture, or the Word of God written, consists of the following books which together
make up the Old and New Testaments:
THE OLD TESTAMENT
Genesis

1 Kings

Ecclesiastes

Amos

Exodus

2 Kings

Song of Solomon Obadiah

Leviticus

1 Chronicles (or Canticles)

Jonah

Numbers

2 Chronicles

Isaiah

Micah

Deuteronomy

Ezra

Jeremiah

Nahum

Joshua

Nehemiah

Lamentations

Habakkuk

Judges

Esther

Ezekiel

Zephaniah

Ruth

Job

Daniel

Haggai

1 Samuel

Psalms

Hosea

Zechariah

2 Samuel

Proverbs

Joel

Malachi

THE NEW TESTAMENT
Matthew

Ephesians

James

Mark

Philippians

1 Peter

Luke

Colossians

2 Peter

John

1 Thessalonians 1 John

Acts of the

2 Thessalonians 2 John

Apostles

1 Timothy

3 John

Romans

2 Timothy

Jude

1 Corinthians

Titus Revelation

2 Corinthians

Philemon

Galatians

Hebrews
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All these books are given by the inspiration of God to be the rule or standard of
faith and life.
2 Tim 3:16 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness…”

3.
The books commonly called the Apocrypha were not given by divine inspiration and are not part of
the canon or rule of Scripture. Therefore they do not possess any authority in the church of God,
and are to be regarded and used in the same way as other writings of men.
Luk 24:27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the
scriptures the things concerning himself.
Luk 24:44 And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with
you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets,
and in the psalms, concerning me.
Rom 3:2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God.

4.
The Scripture is self-authenticating. Its authority does not depend upon the testimony of any man
or church, but entirely upon God, its author, who is truth itself. It is to be received because it is the
Word of God.
1 Thes 2:13 For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God
which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word
of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.
2 Tim 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
for training in righteousness;
2 Pet 1:19-21 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.
20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,
Joh 5:9 Immediately the man became well, and picked up his pallet and began to walk. Now it was
the Sabbath on that day.

5.
The testimony of the church of God may influence and persuade us to hold the Scripture in the
highest esteem. The heavenliness of its contents, the efficacy of its doctrine, the majesty of its style,
the agreement between all its parts from first to last, the fact that throughout it gives all glory to
God, the full revelation it gives of the only way of salvation-these, together with many other
incomparably high qualities and full perfections, supply abundant evidence that it is the Word of
God. At the same time, however, we recognize that our full persuasion and assurance of its infallible
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truth and divine authority is the outcome of the inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by
and with the Word in our hearts.
Joh 16:13-14 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He
will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to
you what is to come. 14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.
1 Cor 2:10-12 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things,
even the depths of God. 11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of
the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. 12
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may
know the things freely given to us by God,
1 Joh 2:20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know.
1 Joh 2:27 As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no
need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is
not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.

6.
The sum total of God's revelation concerning all things essential to His own glory, and to the
salvation and faith and life of men, is either explicitly set down or implicitly contained in the Holy
Scripture. Nothing, whether a supposed revelation of the Spirit or man's traditions, is ever to be
added to Scripture.
At the same time, however, we acknowledge that inward enlightenment from the Spirit of God is
necessary for the right understanding of what Scripture reveals. We also accept that certain aspects
of the worship of God and of church government, which are matters of common usage, are to be
determined by the light of nature and Christian common sense, in line with the general rules of
God's Word from which there must be no departure.
Joh 6:45 It is written in the prophets, 'AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.'
Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me.
1 Cor 2:9-12 but just as it is written, "THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS
NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD
HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM." 10 For to us God revealed them through the
Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. 11 For who among men knows the
thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one
knows except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,
1 Cor 11:13-14 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head
uncovered? 14 Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor to
him,
1 Cor 14:26 What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a
teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.
1 Cor 14:40 But all things must be done properly and in an orderly manner.
Gal 1:8-9 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what
we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any
man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!
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2 Tim 3:15-17 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give
you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is
inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in
righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

7.
The contents of the Scripture vary in their degree of clarity, and some men have a better
understanding of them than others. Yet those things which are essential to man's salvation and
which must be known, believed and obeyed, are so clearly propounded and explained in one place
or another, that men educated or uneducated may attain to a sufficient understanding of them if
they but use the ordinary means.
Psa 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure,
making wise the simple.
Psa 119:130 The unfolding of Your words gives light; It gives understanding to the simple.
2 Pet 3:16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard
to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to
their own destruction.

8.
The Old Testament in Hebrew and the New Testament in Greek (that is to say, in their original
languages before translation) were inspired by God at first hand, and ever since, by His particular
care and providence, they have been kept pure. They are therefore authentic and, for the church,
constitute the final court of appeal in all religious controversies. All God's people have a right to,
and an interest in, the Scripture, and they are commanded in the fear of God to read and search it.
But as the Hebrew and Greek are not known to all such readers, Scripture is to be translated into
every human language, so that as men thus acquire knowledge of God they may worship Him in an
acceptable manner, and 'through patience and comfort of the Scriptures may have hope'.
Isa 8:20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because
they have no dawn.
Joh 5:39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these
that testify about Me;
Act 15:15 But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, "It is necessary
to circumcise them and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses."
Rom 3:2 Great in every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted with the oracles of God
Rom 15:4 "For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that
through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
1 Cor 14:6 But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in tongues, what shall I profit you unless I
speak to you either by revelation, by knowledge, by prophesying, or by teaching?
1 Cor 14:9 So likewise you, if you do not utter by the tongue words easy to understand, how will it
be known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air.
1 Cor 14:11,12 Therefore, if I do not know the dynamics of the language, I shall be a foreigner to
him who speaks, and he who speaks will be a foreigner to me.
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1 Cor 14:24 But if everyone prophesies, and an unbeliever or an unlearned person comes in, he is
convicted by all, he is judged by all.
1 Cor 14:28 But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to
himself and to God.
1 Co 14:7,8 Yet even lifeless things, either flute or harp, in producing a sound, if they do not
produce a distinction in the tones, how will it be known what is played on the flute or on the harp? 8
For if the bugle produces an indistinct sound, who will prepare himself for battle?
1 Cor 14:9 So also you, unless you utter by the tongue speech that is clear, how will it be known
what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air.
Col 3:16 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

9.
It is an infallible rule that Scripture is to be interpreted by Scripture, that is to say, one part by
another. Hence any dispute as to the true, full and evident meaning of a particular passage must be
determined in the light of clearer, comparable passages.
Act 15:15-16 With this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written, 16 'AFTER THESE
THINGS I will return, AND I WILL REBUILD THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID WHICH HAS
FALLEN, AND I WILL REBUILD ITS RUINS, AND I WILL RESTORE IT,"
2 Pet 1:20-21 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own
interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the
Holy Spirit spoke from God.

10.
All religious controversies are to be settled by Scripture, and by Scripture alone. All decrees of
Councils, opinions of ancient writers, and doctrines of men collectively or individually, are similarly
to be accepted or rejected according to the verdict of the Scripture given to us by the Holy Spirit. In
that verdict faith finds its final rest.
Mat 22:29 But Jesus answered and said to them, "You are mistaken, not understanding the
Scriptures nor the power of God.
Mat 22:31-32 But regarding the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to
you by God: 32 'I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD
OF JACOB'? He is not the God of the dead but of the living.
Act 28:23 When they had set a day for Paul, they came to him at his lodging in large numbers; and
he was explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God and trying to persuade
them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning until
evening.
Eph 2:20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself
being the corner stone,
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Ch 2 - God And The Holy Trinity
1.
There is but one, and only one, living and true God. He is self-existent and infinite in His being
and His perfections. None but He can comprehend or understand His essence. He is pure spirit,
invisible, and without body, parts, or the changeable feelings of men. He alone possesses
immortality, and dwells amid the light insufferably bright to mortal men. He never changes. He is
great beyond all our conceptions, eternal, incomprehensible, almighty and infinite. He is most holy,
wise, free and absolute. All that He does is the out-working of His changeless, righteous will, and
for His own glory. He is most loving, gracious, merciful and compassionate. He abounds in
goodness and truth. He forgives iniquity, transgression and sin. He rewards those who seek Him
diligently. But He hates sin. He will not overlook guilt or spare the guilty, and He is perfectly just in
executing judgment.
Gen 17:1 Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to
him, "I am God Almighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless.
Exo 3:14 God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM"; and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of
Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'
Exo 34:6,7 Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD
God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 7
who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will
by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the
grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.
Deu 4:15,16 You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are all around you
15 (for Jehovah your God is a jealous Mighty God among you), lest the anger of Jehovah your God
burn against you and destroy you from off the face of the earth. 16 You shall not tempt Jehovah
your God as you tempted Him in Massah.
Deu 6:4 Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!
1 Kings 8:27 But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven
cannot contain You, how much less this house which I have built!
Neh 9:32,33 Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who keeps
covenant and lovingkindness, Do not let all the hardship seem insignificant before You, Which has
come upon us, our kings, our princes, our priests, our prophets, our fathers and on all Your people,
From the days of the kings of Assyria to this day. 33 However, You are just in all that has come
upon us; For You have dealt faithfully, but we have acted wickedly.
Neh 9:23 You made their sons numerous as the stars of heaven, And You brought them into the
land Which You had told their fathers to enter and possess.
Psa 5:5,6 The boastful shall not stand before Your eyes; You hate all who do iniquity. 6 You
destroy those who speak falsehood; The LORD abhors the man of bloodshed and deceit.
Ps 90:2 Before the mountains were born Or You gave birth to the earth and the world, Even from
everlasting to everlasting, You are God.
Psa 115:3 But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.
Pro 16:4 The LORD has made everything for its own purpose, Even the wicked for the day of evil.
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Isa 6:3 And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The
whole earth is full of His glory."
Isa 46:10 Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which have not
been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure';
Isa 48:12 "Listen to Me, O Jacob, even Israel whom I called; I am He, I am the first, I am also the
last.
Jer 10:10 But the LORD is the true God; He is the living God and the everlasting King. At His
wrath the earth quakes, And the nations cannot endure His indignation.
Jer 23:23,24 Am I a God who is near," declares the LORD, "And not a God far off? 24 Can a
man hide himself in hiding places So I do not see him?" declares the LORD. "Do I not fill the
heavens and the earth?" declares the LORD.
Nah. 1:2,3 A jealous and avenging God is the LORD; The LORD is avenging and wrathful. The
LORD takes vengeance on His adversaries, And He reserves wrath for His enemies. 3 The LORD is
slow to anger and great in power, And the LORD will by no means leave the guilty unpunished. In
whirlwind and storm is His way, And clouds are the dust beneath His feet.
Mal 3:6 For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.
Joh 4:24 God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.
Rom 11:36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever.
Amen.
1 Cor 8:4,6 Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know that there is no
such thing as an idol in the world, and that there is no God but one. 5 For even if there are socalled gods whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed there are many gods and many lords, 6 yet for
us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we exist for Him; and one Lord,
Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him.
1 Tim 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever
and ever. Amen.
Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe
that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

2.
God is all-sufficient, and all life, glory, goodness and blessedness are found in Him and in Him
alone. He does not stand in need of any of the creatures that He has made, nor does He derive any
part of His glory from them. On the contrary, He manifests His own glory in and by them. He is
the fountain-head of all being, and the origin, channel and end of all things. Over all His creatures
He is sovereign. He uses them as He pleases, and does for them or to them all that He wills. His
sight penetrates to the heart of all things. His knowledge is infinite and infallible. No single thing is
to Him at risk or uncertain, for He is not dependent upon created things. In all His decisions,
doings and demands He is most holy. Angels and men owe to Him as their creator all worship,
service and obedience, and whatever else He may require at their hands.
Job 22:2,3 Please receive instruction from His mouth And establish His words in your heart.
Job 22:23 If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored; If you remove unrighteousness far
from your tent,
Psa 119:68 You are good and do good; Teach me Your statutes.
Psa 145:17 The LORD is righteous in all His ways And kind in all His deeds.
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Psa 148:13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, For His name alone is exalted; His glory is
above earth and heaven.
Ezek 11:5 Then the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and He said to me, "Say, 'Thus says the
LORD, "So you think, house of Israel, for I know your thoughts.
Dan 4:25 And you shall be driven from men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field.
And you shall be fed with grass like oxen. And you shall be wet with dew of the heavens; and seven
times shall pass over you until you know that the Most High is Ruler in the kingdom of men, and He
gives it to whomever He desires.
Dan 4:34,35 But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and
my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives
forever; For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom endures from generation to
generation. All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His
will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand
Or say to Him, 'What have You done?'
Joh 5:26 For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in
Himself
Act 15:18 SAYS THE LORD, WHO MAKES THESE THINGS KNOWN FROM LONG AGO.
Rom 11:34-36 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS
COUNSELOR? 35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK
TO HIM AGAIN? 36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the
glory forever. Amen.
Heb 4:13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to
the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.
Rev 5:12-14 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and
riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing." 13 And every created thing
which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I
heard saying, "To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory
and dominion forever and ever." 14 And the four living creatures kept saying, "Amen." And the
elders fell down and worshiped.

3.
Three divine Persons constitute the Godhead-the Father, the Son (or the Word), and the Holy
Spirit. They are one in substance, in power, and in eternity. Each is fully God, and yet the
Godhead is one and indivisible. The Father owes His being to none. He is Father to the Son who is
eternally begotten of Him. The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son. These Persons,
one infinite and eternal God not to be divided in being, are distinguished in Scripture by their
personal nature or in relations within the Godhead, and by the variety of works which they
undertake. Their tri-unity (that is, the doctrine of the Trinity) is the essential basis of all our
fellowship with God, and of the comfort we derive from our dependence upon Him.
Exo 3:14 God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM"; and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of
Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'"
Mat 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
Joh 1:14,18 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the
only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 John *testified about Him and cried out,
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saying, "This was He of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He
existed before me.'" 16 For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace. 17 For the
Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has
seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained
Him.
Joh 14:11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of
the works themselves.
Joh 15:26 When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of
truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me,
1 Cor 8:6 yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we exist for
Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him.
2 Cor 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all.
Gal 4:6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying,
"Abba! Father!"
1 Joh 5:7 For there are three that testify:
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Ch 3 - God's Decree
1.
From all eternity God decreed all that should happen in time, and this He did freely and
unalterably, consulting only His own wise and holy will. Yet in so doing He does not become in any
sense the author of sin, nor does He share responsibility for sin with sinners. Neither, by reason of
His decree, is the will of any creature whom He has made violated; nor is the free working of second
causes put aside; rather is it established. In all these matters the divine wisdom appears, as also
does God's power and faithfulness in effecting that which He has purposed.
Num. 23:19 God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent; Has He
said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?
Isa 46:10 Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which have not
been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure';
Joh 19:11 Jesus answered, "You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you
from above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin."
Act 4:27,28 For truly against Your holy Son Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together 28 to do whatever Your
hand and Your purpose determined before to be done.
Rom 9:15,18 For He says to Moses, I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will
have compassion on whomever I will have compassion. 16 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of
him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, For this very
purpose I have raised you up, that I might show My power in you, and that My name might be
declared in all the earth. 18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He
hardens.
Eph 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined
us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,
Eph 1:11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose
who works all things after the counsel of His will,
Heb 6:17 In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the
unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath,
Jas 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be
tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.
1 Joh 1:5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and
in Him there is no darkness at all.

2.
God's decree is not based upon His foreknowledge that, under certain conditions, certain
happenings will take place, but is independent of all such foreknowledge.
Act 15:18

SAYS THE LORD, WHO MAKES THESE THINGS KNOWN FROM LONG AGO
17

Rom 9:11,13,16,18 for though the twins were not yet born and had not done anything good or bad,
so that God's purpose according to His choice would stand, not because of works but because of
Him who calls, 12 it was said to her, "THE OLDER WILL SERVE THE YOUNGER." Just as it
is written, "JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED." 14 What shall we say then? There is no
injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 15 For He says to Moses, "I WILL HAVE MERCY
ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM I HAVE
COMPASSION." 16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on
God who has mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE I
RAISED YOU UP, TO DEMONSTRATE MY POWER IN YOU, AND THAT MY NAME MIGHT
BE PROCLAIMED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EARTH." 18 So then He has mercy on whom
He desires, and He hardens whom He desires.

3.
By His decree, and for the manifestation of His glory, God has predestinated (or foreordained)
certain men and angels to eternal life through Jesus Christ, thus revealing His grace. hers, whom
He has left to perish in their sins, show the terrors of His justice.
Mat 25:34 Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
Rom 9:22,23 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power
known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? 23 And He did so
to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for
glory,
Eph 1:5,6 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the
kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us
in the Beloved.
1 Tim 5:21 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen
angels, to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality.
Jud 4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for
this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our
only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

4.
The angels and men who are the subjects of God's predestination are clearly and irreversibly
designated, and their number is unalterably fixed.
Joh 13:18 I do not speak of all of you. I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture
may be fulfilled, 'HE WHO EATS MY BREAD HAS LIFTED UP HIS HEEL AGAINST ME.'
2 Tim 2:19 Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, "The Lord knows
those who are His," and, "Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from
wickedness."
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5.
Before the world was made, God's eternal, immutable purpose, which originated in the secret
counsel and good pleasure of His will, moved Him to choose (or to elect), in Christ, certain of
mankind to everlasting glory. Out of His mere free grace and love He predestinated these chosen
ones to life, although there was nothing in them to cause Him to choose them.
Rom 8:30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also
justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
Rom 9:13,16 Just as it is written, "JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED." 14 What shall we
say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 15 For He says to Moses, "I
WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON
WHOM I HAVE COMPASSION." 16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man
who runs, but on God who has mercy.
Eph 1:4,9,11 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy
and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which
He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He lavished on us. In all
wisdom and insight 9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention
which He purposed in Him 10 with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times,
that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him
11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who
works all things after the counsel of His will,
Eph 2:5,12 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by
grace you have been saved 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated
us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the
surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so
that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 11 Therefore remember that
formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision" by the so-called
"Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands-- 12 remember that you were at
that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.
1 The 5:9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ,
2 Tim 1:9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,

6.
Not only has God appointed the elect to glory in accordance with the eternal and free purpose of
His will, but He has also foreordained the means by which His purpose will be effected. Since His
elect are children of Adam and therefore among those ruined by Adam's fall into sin, He willed that
they should be redeemed by Christ, and effectually called to faith in Christ. Furthermore, by the
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working of His Spirit in due season they are justified, adopted, sanctified, and 'kept by His power
through faith unto salvation'. None but the elect partake of any of these great benefits.
Joh 6:64 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up
on the last day.
Joh 10:26 But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep.
Joh 17:9 I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have
given Me; for they are Yours;
Rom 8:30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also
justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
1 Thes 5:9,10 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep,
we will live together with Him.
2 Thes 2:13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord,
because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit
and faith in the truth.
1 Pet 1:2-5 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit,
to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest
measure. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great
mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away,
reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time.

7.
The high mystery of predestination needs to be handled with special prudence and caution, so that
men, being directed to the will of God revealed in His Word and obeying the same, may become
assured of their eternal election through the certainty of their effectual calling. By this means
predestination will promote the praise of God, and reverential awe and wonder. It will encourage
humility and diligence, and bring much comfort to all who sincerely obey the gospel.
Luk 10:20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that
your names are recorded in heaven."
Rom11:5,6 In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant
according to God's gracious choice. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works,
otherwise grace is no longer grace.
Rom11:20 Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not
be conceited, but fear;
Rom11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!
Eph 1:6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
1 Thes1:4,5 knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you; 5 for our gospel did not come
to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you
know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake.
2 Pet 1:10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and
choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;
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Ch 4 - Creation
1.
In the beginning it pleased the Triune God-Father, Son and Holy Spirit-to create the world and all
things in it in six days. All was very good. In this way God glorified His eternal power, wisdom and
goodness.
Gen 1:31 God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day.
Job 26:13 By His breath the heavens are cleared; His hand has pierced the fleeing serpent.
Joh 1:2,3 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through Him, and apart
from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.
Rom 1:20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are
without excuse.
Col 1:16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created
through Him and for Him.
Heb 1:2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things,
through whom also He made the world.

2.
All creatures were made by God, the last to be fashioned being man and woman who received
dominion over all other creatures on the earth. God gave man and woman rational and immortal
souls, and in all respects fitted them for a life in harmony with Himself. They were created in His
image, possessing knowledge, righteousness and true holiness. The divine law was written in their
hearts and they had power to obey it fully. Yet, being left to the liberty of their own mutable wills,
transgression of the law was a possibility.
Gen 1:26,27 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let
them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 God created man in His own
image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.
Gen 2:7 Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became a living being.
Gen 3:6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes,
and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also
to her husband with her, and he ate.
Ecc 7:29 Behold, I have found only this, that God made men upright, but they have sought out
many devices.
Rom 2:14,15 For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law,
these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, 15 in that they show the work of the Law
written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts
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3.
The law of God in general was written in the hearts of the first human pair, but at the same time
they were placed under a special prohibition not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Their happiness and fellowship with God depended upon their yielding obedience to His will, as
also did the continuance of their dominion over the creatures.
Gen 1:26-28 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let
them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 God created man in His own
image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 God blessed
them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the
earth."
Gen 2:17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that
you eat from it you will surely die."
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Ch 5 - Divine Providence
1.
God who, in infinite power and wisdom, has created all things, upholds, directs, controls and
governs them, both animate and inanimate, great and small, by a providence supremely wise and
holy, and in accordance with His infallible foreknowledge and the free and immutable decisions of
His will. He fulfills the purposes for which He created them, so that His wisdom, power and justice,
together with His infinite goodness and mercy, might be praised and glorified.
Job 38:11 And I said, 'Thus far you shall come, but no farther; And here shall your proud waves
stop'?
Psa 135:6 Whatever the LORD pleases, He does, In heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all
deeps.
Isa 46:10,11 Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which have not
been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure'; 11
Calling a bird of prey from the east, The man of My purpose from a far country. Truly I have
spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have planned it, surely I will do it.
Mat 10:29-31 Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground
apart from your Father. 30 "But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 "So do not fear;
you are more valuable than many sparrows.
Eph 1:11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose
who works all things after the counsel of His will,
Heb 1:3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and
upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down
at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

2.
Nothing happens by chance or outside the sphere of God's providence. As God is the First Cause of
all events, they happen immutably and infallibly according to His foreknowledge and decree, to
which they stand related. Yet by His providence God so controls them, that second causes,
operating either as fixed laws, or freely, or in dependence upon other causes, play their part in
bringing them about.
Gen 8:22 While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, And cold and heat, And summer and
winter, And day and night Shall not cease.
Pro 16:33 The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision is from the LORD.
Act 2:23 his Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed
to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.

3.
Ordinarily, in His providence, God makes use of means; yet He is free to work without them, to give
them efficacy above what they normally possess, and even to work contrary to them, at His
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pleasure.
Isa 55:10,11 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there
without watering the earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and
bread to the eater; 11 So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to
Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I
sent it.
Dan. 3:27 The satraps, the prefects, the governors and the king's high officials gathered around
and saw in regard to these men that the fire had no effect on the bodies of these men nor was the
hair of their head singed, nor were their trousers damaged, nor had the smell of fire even come
upon them.
Hos 1:7 But I will have compassion on the house of Judah and deliver them by the LORD their
God, and will not deliver them by bow, sword, battle, horses or horsemen.
Act 27:31 Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, "Unless these men remain in the ship, you
yourselves cannot be saved.
Act 27:44 and the rest should follow, some on planks, and others on various things from the ship.
And so it happened that they all were brought safely to land.
Rom 4:19-21 Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead
since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah's womb; 20 yet, with respect to
the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, 21
and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform.

4.
God's almighty power, unsearchable wisdom, and infinite goodness are so far-reaching and allpervading, that both the fall of the first man into sin, and all other sinful actions of angels and men,
proceed according to His sovereign purposes. It is not that He gives His bare permission, for in a
variety of ways He wisely and powerfully limits, orders and governs sinful actions, so that they
effect His holy designs. Yet the sinfulness involved in the actions proceeds only from angels and
men and not from God who, being most holy and righteous, neither is nor can be the author or
approver of sin.
Gen 50:20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring
about this present result, to preserve many people alive.
2 Sam 24:1 Now again the anger of the LORD burned against Israel, and it incited David against
them to say, "Go, number Israel and Judah.
2 Kings 19:28 Because of your raging against Me, And because your arrogance has come up to My
ears, Therefore I will put My hook in your nose, And My bridle in your lips, And I will turn you
back by the way which you came.
1 Chr 21:1 Then Satan stood up against Israel and moved David to number Israel.
Psa 50:21 These things you have done and I kept silence; You thought that I was just like you; I
will reprove you and state the case in order before your eyes.
Psa 76:10 For the wrath of man shall praise You; With a remnant of wrath You will gird Yourself.
Isa 10:6,7,12 I send it against a godless nation And commission it against the people of My fury
To capture booty and to seize plunder, And to trample them down like mud in the streets. 7 Yet it
does not so intend, Nor does it plan so in its heart, But rather it is its purpose to destroy And to cut
off many nations. 8 For it says, "Are not my princes all kings? 9 "Is not Calno like Carchemish,
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Or Hamath like Arpad, Or Samaria like Damascus? 10 "As my hand has reached to the kingdoms
of the idols, Whose graven images were greater than those of Jerusalem and Samaria, 11 Shall I not
do to Jerusalem and her images Just as I have done to Samaria and her idols?" 12 So it will be that
when the Lord has completed all His work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, He will say, "I will
punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the pomp of his haughtiness.
Rom 11:32-34 For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all. 33 Oh,
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His
judgments and unfathomable His ways! 34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD,
OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR?
1 Joh 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful
pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.

5.
God, who is most wise, righteous and gracious, frequently allows His own people to fall for a time
into a variety of temptations, and to experience the sinfulness of their own hearts. This He does in
order to chastise them for sins which they have committed, or to teach them humility by revealing
to them the hidden strength of evil and deceitfulness remaining in their hearts. His purpose is also
to cause them to realize their need to depend fully and at all times upon Himself, and to help them
to guard against sin in the future. In these and other ways His just and holy purposes are worked
out, so that all that happens to His elect ones is by His appointment, for His glory, and for their
good.
2 Chr 32:25,26,31 But Hezekiah gave no return for the benefit he received, because his heart was
proud; therefore wrath came on him and on Judah and Jerusalem. 26 However, Hezekiah humbled
the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the LORD did
not come on them in the days of Hezekiah. 27 Now Hezekiah had immense riches and honor; and
he made for himself treasuries for silver, gold, precious stones, spices, shields and all kinds of
valuable articles, 28 storehouses also for the produce of grain, wine and oil, pens for all kinds of
cattle and sheepfolds for the flocks 29 He made cities for himself and acquired flocks and herds in
abundance, for God had given him very great wealth. 30 It was Hezekiah who stopped the upper
outlet of the waters of Gihon and directed them to the west side of the city of David. And Hezekiah
prospered in all that he did. 31 Even in the matter of the envoys of the rulers of Babylon, who sent
to him to inquire of the wonder that had happened in the land, God left him alone only to test him,
that He might know all that was in his heart.
Rom 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
2 Cor 12:7-9 Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me
from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me-to keep me from exalting myself! 8 Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might
leave me. 9 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in
weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of
Christ may dwell in me.
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6.
God, as a righteous judge, deals otherwise with wicked and ungodly men. He awards them
blindness and hardness of heart for their sins. He withholds from them the grace which might have
enlightened their minds and exercised their hearts, and in some cases recalls the gifts He had
bestowed upon them. Also, He sets them in situations which their evil hearts seize upon as
opportunities for sin. In other words, He abandons them to their own innate corruptions, to the
temptations of the world, and to, the power of Satan, with the consequence that they harden
themselves by the use of the very means which God employs for softening the hearts of others.
Exo 8:15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and did not listen to
them, as the LORD had said,
Exo 8:32 But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also, and he did not let the people go.
Deu 2:30 But Sihon king of Heshbon was not willing for us to pass through his land; for the LORD
your God hardened his spirit and made his heart obstinate, in order to deliver him into your hand,
as he is today.
Deu 29:4 Yet to this day the LORD has not given you a heart to know, nor eyes to see, nor ears to
hear.
2 Kings 8:12,13 Hazael said, "Why does my lord weep?" Then he answered, "Because I know the
evil that you will do to the sons of Israel: their strongholds you will set on fire, and their young men
you will kill with the sword, and their little ones you will dash in pieces, and their women with child
you will rip up." 13 Then Hazael said, "But what is your servant, who is but a dog, that he should
do this great thing?" And Elisha answered, "The LORD has shown me that you will be king over
Aram.
Psa 81:11,12 But My people did not listen to My voice, And Israel did not obey Me. 12
"So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their heart, To walk in their own devices.
Isa 6:9,10 He said, "Go, and tell this people: 'Keep on listening, but do not perceive;
Keep on looking, but do not understand.' 10 "Render the hearts of this people insensitive,
Their ears dull, And their eyes dim, Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears,
Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed."
Mat 13:12 Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up
against parents and have them put to death.
Rom 1:24-26,28 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their
bodies would be dishonored among them. 25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.
Rom 1:26 For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged
the natural function for that which is unnatural, 27 and in the same way also the men abandoned
the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men
committing indecent Act and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error. 28 And
just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind,
to do those things which are not proper,
Rom 11:7,8 What then? What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but those who
were chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened; 8 just as it is written, "GOD
GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF STUPOR, EYES TO SEE NOT AND EARS TO HEAR NOT, DOWN
TO THIS VERY DAY."
2 Thes 2:10-12 and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not
receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. 11 For this reason God will send upon them a
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deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, 12 in order that they all may be judged
who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.
1 Pet 2:7,8 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, "THE
STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone," 8
and, "A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE"; for they stumble because they
are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.

7.
God's general providence reaches out to all creatures, but in a very special way it is directed to the
care of His church. All things are controlled providentially for the good of the church.
Isa 43:3-5 For I am the LORD your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I have given Egypt
as your ransom, Cush and Seba in your place. 4 "Since you are precious in My sight, Since you are
honored and I love you, I will give other men in your place and other peoples in exchange for your
life. 5 "Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, And gather you
from the west.
Amos 9:8,9 Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are on the sinful kingdom, And I will destroy it from
the face of the earth; Nevertheless, I will not totally destroy the house of Jacob," Declares the
LORD. 9 "For behold, I am commanding, And I will shake the house of Israel among all nations
As grain is shaken in a sieve, But not a kernel will fall to the ground.
1 Tim 4:10 For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the living God,
who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.
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Ch 6 - The Fall Of Man: Sin And Its Punishment
1.
Man, as he came from the hand of God, his creator, was upright and perfect. The righteous law
which God gave him spoke of life as conditional upon his obedience, and threatened death upon his
disobedience. Adam's obedience was short-lived. Satan used the subtle serpent to draw Eve into sin.
Thereupon she seduced Adam who, without any compulsion from without, willfully broke the law
under which they had been created, and also God's command not to eat of the forbidden fruit. To
fulfill His own wise and holy purposes God permitted this to happen, for He was directing all to His
own glory.
Gen 2:16,17 The LORD God commanded the man, saying, "From any tree of the
garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall
not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die."
Gen 3:12,13 The man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me
from the tree, and I ate." 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have
done?" And the woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."
2 Cor 11:3 But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be
led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.

2.
By this sin our first parents lost their former righteousness, and their happy communion with God
was severed. Their sin involved us all, and by it death appertained to all. All men became dead in
sin, and totally polluted in all parts and faculties of both soul and body.
Gen 6:5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every
intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
Jer 17:9 The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can understand it?
Rom 3:10-19 as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 11 THERE IS
NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; 12 ALL HAVE
TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO
DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE." 3 "THEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN GRAVE,
WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY KEEP DECEIVING," "THE POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER
THEIR LIPS"; 14 "WHOSE MOUTH IS FULL OF CURSING AND BITTERNESS"; 15
"THEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD, 16 DESTRUCTION AND MISERY ARE IN
THEIR PATHS, 17 AND THE PATH OF PEACE THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN." 18 "THERE IS
NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES." 19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it
speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may
become accountable to God;
Rom 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
Rom 5:12-21 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through
sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned-- 13 for until the Law sin was in the world,
but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses,
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even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who
was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one
the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus
Christ, abound to the many. 16 The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for
on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the
other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification. 17 For if by the
transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.
18 So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through
one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. 19 For as through the one
man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the
many will be made righteous. 20 The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but
where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace
would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Tit 1:15 To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is
pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled.

3.
The family of man is rooted in the first human pair. As Adam and Eve stood in the room and stead
of all mankind, the guilt of their sin was reckoned by God's appointment to the account of all their
posterity, who also from birth derived from them a polluted nature. Conceived in sin and by nature
children subject to God's anger, the servants of sin and the subjects of death, all men are now given
up to unspeakable miseries, spiritual, temporal and eternal, unless the Lord Jesus Christ sets them
free.
Job 14:4 Who can make the clean out of the unclean? No one!
Psa 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.
Rom 5:12-20 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through
sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned 13 for until the Law sin was in the world, but
sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses,
even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who
was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one
the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus
Christ, abound to the many. 16 The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for
on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the
other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification. 17 For if by the
transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.
18 So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through
one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. 19 For as through the one
man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the
many will be made righteous. 20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to
righteousness.
1 Cor 15:21,22 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.
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1 Cor 15:45 So also it is written, "The first MAN, Adam, BECAME A LIVING SOUL." The last
Adam became a life-giving spirit.
1 Cor 15:49 Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the
heavenly.
Eph 2:3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the
flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
1 The 1:10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who
rescues us from the wrath to come.
Heb 2:14,15 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also
partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of
death, that is, the devil, 15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery
all their lives.

4.
The actual sins that men commit are the fruit of the corrupt nature transmitted to them by our first
parents. By reason of this corruption, all men become wholly inclined to all evil; sin disables them.
They are utterly indisposed to, and, indeed, rendered opposite to, all that is good.
Mat 15:19 "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false
witness, slanders.
Rom 8:7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the
law of God, for it is not even able to do so,
Col 1:21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 22
yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before
Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach-Jas 1:14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.

5.
During this earthly life corrupt nature remains in those who are born of God, that is to say,
regenerated. Through Christ it is pardoned and mortified, yet both the corruption itself, and all
that issues from it, are truly and properly sin.
Ecc 7:20 Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and who never
sins.
Rom 7:18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present
in me, but the doing of the good is not.
Rom 7:23-25 but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of
my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members. 24 Wretched man
that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus
Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on
the other, with my flesh the law of sin.
Gal 5:17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are
in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.
1 Joh 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.
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Ch 7 - God's Covenant
1
The distance between God and His creature man is so great that, although men, endowed as they
are with reason, owe obedience to Him as their creator, yet they could never have attained to life as
their reward had not God, in an act of voluntary condescension, made this possible by the making
of a covenant.
Job 35:7,8 If you are righteous, what do you give to Him, Or what does He receive from your
hand? 8 "Your wickedness is for a man like yourself, And your righteousness is for a son of man.
Luk 17:10 So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, 'We are
unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done.'

2.
Furthermore, since man, by reason of his fall into sin, had brought himself under the curse of God's
law, it pleased the Lord to make a covenant of grace, in which He freely offers life and salvation by
Jesus Christ to sinners. On their part He requires faith in Him that they may be saved, and
promises to give His Holy Spirit to all those who are elected unto eternal life, in order that they may
be made willing and able to believe.
Gen 2:17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that
you eat from it you will surely die.
Psa 110:3 Your people will volunteer freely in the day of Your power; In holy array, from the
womb of the dawn, Your youth are to You as the dew.
Eze 36:26,27 Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 "I will put My Spirit
within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.
Mar 16:15,16 But others were saying, "He is Elijah." And others were saying, "He is a prophet,
like one of the prophets of old." 16 But when Herod heard of it, he kept saying, "John, whom I
beheaded, has risen!
Joh 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
Joh 6:44,45 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him
up on the last day. 45 "It is written in the prophets, 'AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF
GOD.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me.
Rom 3:20,21 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through
the Law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has
been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,
Rom 8:3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,
Gal 3:10 For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written,
"CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE
BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM."
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3.
God's covenant is revealed in the gospel; in the first place to Adam in the promise of salvation by
'the seed of the woman', and afterwards, step by step, until the full revelation of salvation was
completed in the New Testament. The salvation of the elect is based upon a covenant of redemption
that was transacted in eternity between the Father and the Son; and it is solely through the grace
conveyed by this covenant that all the descendants of fallen Adam who have been saved have
obtained life and a blessed immortality; for the terms of blessing which applied to Adam in his state
of innocency have no application to his posterity to render them acceptable to God.
Gen 3:15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed;
He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel."
Joh 8:56 "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad."
Act 4:12 And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has
been given among men by which we must be saved.
Rom 4:1-5 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found?
2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3
For what does the Scripture say? "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO
HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS." 4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but
as what is due. 5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly,
his faith is credited as righteousness,
2 Tim 1:9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,
Tit 1:2 in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago,
Heb 1:1,2 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in
many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things,
through whom also He made the world.
Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe
that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
Heb 11:13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having
welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the
earth.
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Ch 8 - Christ The Mediator
1.
To give effect to His eternal purpose God chose and ordained the Lord Jesus, His only begotten
Son, in accordance with the covenant into which they had entered, to be the mediator between God
and man; also to be prophet, priest, king, head and savior of His church; also to be the heir of all
things and judge of the world. From all eternity God had given to His Son those who were to be His
progeny, and the Son engaged in time (as distinct from eternity) to redeem, call, justify, sanctify,
and glorify them.
Psa 2:6 "But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain."
Isa 42:1 "Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have
put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations.
Isa 53:10 But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render
Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the good
pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand.
Luk 1:33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.
Joh 17:6 "I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; they
were Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.
Act 3:22 "Moses said, 'THE LORD GOD WILL RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME
FROM YOUR BRETHREN; TO HIM YOU SHALL GIVE HEED to everything He says to you.
Act 17:31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a
Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead."
Rom 8:30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also
justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
Eph 1:22-23 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all
things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
Heb 1:2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things,
through whom also He made the world.
Heb 5:5-6 So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who said to
Him, "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU"; 6 just as He says also in
another passage, "YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF
MELCHIZEDEK."
1 Pet 1:19,20 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the
blood of Christ. 20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared
in these last times for the sake of you

2.
The divine Person who made the world, and upholds and governs all things that He has made, is the
Son of God, the second Person of the Holy Trinity. He is true and eternal God, the 'brightness of
the Father's glory', of the same substance (or essence) as the Father, and equal with Him. It is He
who, at the appointed time, took upon Himself the nature of man, with all its essential
characteristics and its common infirmities, sin excepted. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the
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womb of the Virgin Mary, a woman who belonged to the tribe of Judah, the Holy Spirit coming
down upon her and the power of God most High overshadowing her. And so, as the Scripture tells
us, He was made of a woman, a descendant of Abraham and David. In this way it came about that
the two whole, perfect, and distinct natures, the divine and the human, were inseparably joined
together in one Person, without the conversion of the one nature into the other, and without the
mixing, as it were, of one nature with the other; in other words, without confusion. Thus the Son of
God is now both true God and true man, yet one Christ, the only mediator between God and man.
Mat 1:22,23 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23
"BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY
SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US."
Luk 1:27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and
the virgin's name was Mary.
Luk 1:31,35 "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name
Him Jesus. 32 "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will
give Him the throne of His father David; 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
His kingdom will have no end." 34 Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"
35 The angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.
Joh 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the
only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Rom 8:3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,
Rom 9:5 whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all,
God blessed forever. Amen.
Gal4:4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born
under the Law,
1 Tim 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus,
Heb 2:14,16,17 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also
partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of
death, that is, the devil, 15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery
all their lives 16 For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant
of Abraham. 17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might
become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the
sins of the people.
Heb 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One
who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.

3.
The two natures, divine and human, being thus united in the person of God's Son, He was sanctified
and anointed with the Holy Spirit to an unlimited extent, and in Him are found all treasures of
wisdom and knowledge. He is replete with all that is pleasing to the Father, being holy, harmless,
untouched by sin, and full of grace and truth. Thus He has become thoroughly qualified to execute
the work of a mediator and surety. He did not take this work upon Himself uncalled, but was
commissioned by His Father so to act. His Father also conferred upon Him full powers of
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jurisdiction and commanded Him to pass judgment on all.
Psa 45:7 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; Therefore God, Your God, has
anointed You With the oil of joy above Your fellows.
Mat 28:18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth.
Joh 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the
only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Joh 3:34 "For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without
measure.
Joh 5:22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son,
Joh 5:27 and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.
Act 2:36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both
Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom you crucified."
Act 10:38 "You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with
power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for
God was with Him.
Col 1:19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him,
Col 2:3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
Heb 5:5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who said to
Him, "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU";
Heb 7:22,26 And inasmuch as not without an oath 21 (for they have become priests without an
oath, but He with an oath by Him who said to Him: The Lord has sworn and will not repent, You
are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek), 22 by so much Jesus has become a
surety of a better covenant. 23 Also there were many priests, because they were prevented by death
from continuing. 24 But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 25
Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since lives
forever to make intercession for them. 26 For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens;

4.
The Lord Jesus most willingly undertook the office of mediator, and in order that He might
discharge it He became subject to God's law, which He perfectly fulfilled. He also underwent the
punishment due to us, which we should have borne and suffered, for He bore our sins and was
accursed for our sakes. He endured sorrows in His soul severe beyond our conception, and most
painful sufferings in His body. His death was, by crucifixion. While He remained in the state of the
dead His body sustained no decay. The third day saw His resurrection in the same body in which
He had suffered. In the same body also He ascended into heaven, where He sits at the right hand of
His Father, interceding for His own. At the end of the world He will return to judge men and
angels.
Psa 40:7-8 Then I said, "Behold, I come; In the scroll of the book it is written of me.
Psa 40:8 I delight to do Your will, O my God; Your Law is within my heart."
Isa 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the
LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.
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Mat 3:15 But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us
to fulfill all righteousness." Then he *permitted Him.
Mat 26:37-38 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved
and distressed. 38 Then He *said to them, "My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain
here and keep watch with Me."
Mat 27:46 "Get up, let us be going; behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand!"
Mar 16:19 So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven and
sat down at the right hand of God.
Luk 22:44 And being in agony He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became like drops of
blood, falling down upon the ground.
Joh 10:18 "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received
from My Father."
Joh 20:25 So the other disciples were saying to him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them,
"Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and
put my hand into His side, I will not believe."
Joh 20:27 Then He *said to Thomas, "Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach
here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing."
Act 1:9-11 And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a
cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was
going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. 11 They also said, "Men of Galilee,
why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,
will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven."
Act 10:42 "And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One
who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead.
Act 13:37 but He whom God raised did not undergo decay.
Rom 8:34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised,
who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.
Rom 14:9-10 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that He might be Lord both of the dead
and of the living. 10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard
your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.
1 Cor 15:3,4 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third
day according to the Scriptures,
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2 Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.
Gal 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us--for it is
written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE"-Gal 4:4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born
under the Law,
Heb 9:24 For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;
Heb 10:5-10 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, "SACRIFICE AND OFFERING
YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME; 6 IN WHOLE
BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE TAKEN NO PLEASURE.
Heb 10:7 "THEN I SAID, 'BEHOLD, I HAVE COME (IN THE SCROLL OF THE BOOK IT IS
WRITTEN OF ME) TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD.'" 8 After saying above, "SACRIFICES AND
OFFERINGS AND WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE NOT
DESIRED, NOR HAVE YOU TAKEN PLEASURE in them" (which are offered according to the
Law), 9 then He said, "BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO YOUR WILL." He takes away the first
in order to establish the second. 10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.
1 Pet 3:18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring
us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;
2 Pet 2:4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed
them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;

5.
By His perfect obedience to God's law, and by a once-for-all offering up of Himself to God as a
sacrifice through the eternal Spirit, the Lord Jesus has fully satisfied all the claims of divine justice.
He has brought about reconciliation, and purchased an everlasting inheritance in the kingdom of
heaven, for all those given to Him by His Father.
Joh 17:2 even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He
may give eternal life.
Rom 3:25,26 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to
demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins
previously committed; 26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so
that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Heb 9:14,15 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
15 For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for
the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have
been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

6.
The price of redemption was not actually paid by Christ until after His birth in this world, but the
value, efficacy and benefits of His redemptive work availed for His elect in all ages successively
from the beginning of the world. This was accomplished by the promises, the types and the
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sacrifices in which He was revealed, and which signified Him to be the woman's 'seed' (offspring)
who should bruise the head of the serpent (the devil), also 'the Lamb slain from the foundation of
the world'. As the Christ He is 'the same yesterday, and today, and for ever'.
1 Cor 4:10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are prudent in Christ; we are weak, but you are
strong; you are distinguished, but we are without honor.
Heb 4:2 For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they
heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard.
Heb 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
1 Pet 1:10,11 As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you
made careful searches and inquiries, 11 seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ
within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.
Rev 13:8 'I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut,
because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name.

7.
In His work as mediator between God and men, Christ acts according to His two natures, one
divine, one human, in each nature doing that which is appropriate to it. Yet by reason of the unity
of His Person, that which is appropriate to one nature is, in Scripture, sometimes attributed to the
Person denominated by the other nature.
Joh 3:13 No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven: the Son of Man.
Act 20:28 Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made
you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.

8.
Christ certainly and effectually applies and communicates eternal redemption to all those for whom
He has obtained it. His work of intercession is on their behalf. He unites them to Himself by His
Spirit; He reveals to them, in and by the Word, the mystery of salvation; He persuades them to
believe and obey, governing their hearts by His Word and Spirit; He overcomes all their enemies by
His almighty power and wisdom, using those methods and ways which are most agreeable to the
wonderful and unsearchable appointments of His providence. All these things are carried out in His
free and sovereign grace, and unconditionally, nothing of merit being foreseen by Him in the elect.
Psa 110:1 The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand Until I make Your enemies a
footstool for Your feet."
Joh 3:8 The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it
comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.
Joh 6:37 "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will
certainly not cast out.
Joh 10:15,16 even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the
sheep. 16 "I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear
My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd.
Joh 17:6,9 "I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; they
were Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 7 "Now they have come to
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know that everything You have given Me is from You; 8 for the words which You gave Me I have
given to them; and they received them and truly understood that I came forth from You, and they
believed that You sent Me. 9 "I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those
whom You have given Me; for they are Yours;
Rom 5:10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son,
much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 9 However, you are not in the
flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the
Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.
Rom 8:14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.
1 Cor 15:25,26 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 26 The last
enemy that will be abolished is death.
Eph 1:8,9 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight 9 He made known to us the mystery
of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him
1 Joh 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we
may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true
God and eternal life. 21 Little children, guard yourselves from idols.

9.
Christ, and Christ alone, is fitted to be mediator between God and man. He is the prophet, priest
and king of the church of God. His office as mediator cannot be transferred from Him to any other,
either in whole or in part.
1 Tim 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus,

10.
Christ's threefold offices are necessary for us. Because of our ignorance we stand in need of His
prophetical office; because of our estrangement from God and the imperfection of our services at
their best, we need His priestly office to reconcile us to God and render us acceptable to Him;
because we have turned away from God and are utterly unable to return to Him, and also because
we need to be rescued and rendered secure from our spiritual adversaries, we need His kingly office
to convince, subdue, draw, sustain, deliver and preserve us, until we finally enter His heavenly
kingdom.
Psa 110:3 Your people will volunteer freely in the day of Your power; In holy array, from the
womb of the dawn, Your youth are to You as the dew.
Luk 1:74,75 To grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, Might serve Him
without fear, 75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all our days.
Joh 1:18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the
Father, He has explained Him.
Joh 16:8 And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and
judgment;
Gal 5:17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are
in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.
Col 1:21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,
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Ch 9 - Free Will
1.
In the natural order God has endued man's will with liberty and the power to act upon choice, so
that it is neither forced from without, nor by any necessity arising from within itself, compelled to
do good or evil.
Deu 30:19 "I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and
death, the blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your
descendants,
Mat 17:12 but I say to you that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him, but did to
him whatever they wished. So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands."
Jam 1:14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.

2.
In his state of innocency man had freedom and power to will and to do what was good and
acceptable to God. Yet, being unstable, it was possible for him to fall from his uprightness.
Gen 3:6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes,
and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also
to her husband with her, and he ate.
Ecc 7:29 Behold, I have found only this, that God made men upright, but they have sought out
many devices.

3.
As the consequence of his fall into a state of sin, man has lost all ability to will the performance of
any of those works, spiritually good, that accompany salvation. As a natural (unspiritual) man he is
dead in sin and altogether opposed to that which is good. Hence he is not able, by any strength of
his own, to turn himself to God, or even to prepare himself to turn to God.
Joh 6:44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up
on the last day.
Rom 5:6,7 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7
because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of
God, for it is not even able to do so,
Eph 2:1,5 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 5 even when we were dead in our
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
Tit 3:3-5 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts
and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. 4 But when the
kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He saved us, not on the basis of
deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,
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4.
When God converts a sinner, and brings him out of sin into the state of grace, He frees him from his
natural bondage to sin and, by His grace alone, He enables him freely to will and to do that which is
spiritually good. Nevertheless certain corruptions remain in the sinner, so that his will is never
completely and perfectly held in captivity to that which is good, but it also entertains evil.
Joh 8:36 "So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.
Rom 7:15,18,19,21,23 For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I
would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate. 16 But if I do the very thing I do not want to
do, I agree with the Law, confessing that the Law is good. 17 So now, no longer am I the one doing
it, but sin which dwells in me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh;
for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.19 For the good that I want, I do
not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want.20 But if I am doing the very thing I do not
want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 21 I find then the principle that
evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good. 22 For I joyfully concur with the law of God in
the inner man, 23 but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law
of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.
Phi 2:13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.
Col 1:13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His
beloved Son,

5.
It is not until man enters the state of glory that he is made perfectly and immutably free to will that
which is good, and that alone.
Eph 4:13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a
mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.
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Ch 10 - Effectual Calling
1.
At a time appointed by and acceptable to God, those whom God has predestinated to life are
effectually called by His Word and Spirit out of the state of death in which they are by nature, to
grace and salvation by Jesus Christ. Their minds are given spiritual enlightenment and, as those
who are being saved, they begin to understand the things of God. God takes away their heart of
stone and gives them a heart of flesh. He renews their will, and by His almighty power He sets them
to seek and follow that which is good, at the same time effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ.
And to all these changes they come most freely, for they are made willing by divine grace.
Deu 30:6 "Moreover the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your
descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may
live.
Psa 110:3 Your people will volunteer freely in the day of Your power; In holy array, from the
womb of the dawn, Your youth are to You as the dew.
Son 1:4 Draw me after you and let us run together! The king has brought me into his chambers."
"We will rejoice in you and be glad; We will extol your love more than wine. Rightly do they love
you."
Eze 36:26,27 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 "I will put My Spirit
within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.
Act 26:18 to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of
Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have
been sanctified by faith in Me.'
Rom 8:30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also
justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
Rom 11:7 What then? What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen
obtained it, and the rest were hardened;
Eph 1:10,11 with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the
summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him 11 also we
have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all
things after the counsel of His will,
Eph 1:17,19 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of
His inheritance in the saints,
Eph 2:1-6 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit
that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts
of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of
wrath, even as the rest. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He
loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by
grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus,
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2 The 2:13,14 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord,
because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit
and faith in the truth. 14 It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2.
God's effectual call is the outcome of His free and special grace alone. Until a man is given life, and
renewed by the Holy Spirit, he is dead in sins and trespasses, so is entirely passive in this work of
salvation, a work that does not proceed from anything good foreseen in him, nor from any power or
agency resident in him. The power that enables him to answer God's call and to embrace the grace
offered and conveyed in it, is no less than that which effected the resurrection of Christ from the
dead.
Joh 5:25 "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead will hear the
voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.
1 Cor 2:14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
Eph 1:19,20 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in
accordance with the working of the strength of His might 20 which He brought about in Christ,
when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,
Eph 2:5,8 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by
grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;
2 Tim 1:9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,

3.
Elect infants dying in infancy are regenerated and saved by Christ through the Spirit, who works
when and where and how He pleases. The same is true of all elect persons who are incapable of
being outwardly called through the preaching of the gospel.
Joh 3:3,5,6,8 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which
is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 "Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' 8
"The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes
from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit."

4.
Men who are not elected, even though they may be called upon to embrace salvation by the
preachers of the gospel, and may be the subjects of some common operations of the Spirit, cannot
be saved, because they are not effectually drawn to Christ by the Father, for which reason they
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neither can, nor will, truly come to Him. Much less can men who do not receive the Christian
religion be saved, no matter how diligent they are to frame their lives according to the light of
nature and the teachings of the religion which they follow.
Mat 13:20,21 "The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the
word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only
temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls
away.
Mat 22:14 "For many are called, but few are chosen."
Joh 4:22 and they were saying to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you said that we
believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the world."
Joh 6:44,45 "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise
him up on the last day. 45 "It is written in the prophets, 'AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT
OF GOD.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me.
Joh 6:65 And He was saying, "For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me
unless it has been granted him from the Father."
Joh 17:3 "This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
You have sent.
Act 4:12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has
been given among men by which we must be saved."
Heb 6:4-6 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly
gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and
the powers of the age to come, 6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to
repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.
1 Joh 2:24,25 As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you
heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 This is
the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.
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Ch 11 - Justification
1
God freely justifies the persons whom He effectually calls. He does this, not by infusing
righteousness into them, but by pardoning their sins and by accounting them, and accepting them,
as righteous. This He does for Christ's sake alone, and not for anything wrought in them or done by
them. The righteousness which is imputed to them, that is, reckoned to their account, is neither
their faith nor the act of believing nor any other obedience to the gospel which they have rendered,
but Christ's obedience alone. Christ's one obedience is twofold-His active obedience rendered to the
entire divine law, and His passive obedience rendered in His death. Those thus justified receive and
rest by faith upon Christ's righteousness; and this faith they have, not of themselves, but as the gift
of God.
Joh 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even
to those who believe in His name,
Rom 3:24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;
Rom 4:5-8 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his
faith is credited as righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom
God credits righteousness apart from works: 7 "BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE LAWLESS
DEEDS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN COVERED. 8 "BLESSED
IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD WILL NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT."
Rom 5:17-19 For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more
those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through
the One, Jesus Christ. 18 So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all
men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. 19 For
as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience
of the One the many will be made righteous.
Rom 8:30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also
justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
1 Cor 1:30-31 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so that, just as it is written, "LET HIM WHO
BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD."
Eph 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of His grace
Eph 2:8-10 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in
them.
Phi 3:8,9 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish
so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own
derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes
from God on the basis of faith,
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2.
The faith which receives and rests on Christ and His righteousness is the sole means of justification.
Yet it is never alone in the person justified, but is invariably accompanied by all other saving
graces. Nor is it a dead faith, for it works by love.
Rom 3:28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.
Gal 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith
working through love.
Jam 2:17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.
Jam 2:22,26 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was
perfected; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD,
AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS," and he was called the friend of
God. 24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 In the same way, was
not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by
another way? 26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.

3.
By His obedience and death Christ paid in full the debt of all those who are justified. By the
sacrifice of Himself in His blood-shedding on Calvary, and His suffering on their behalf of the
penalty they had incurred, He fully and absolutely satisfied all the claims which God's justice had
upon them. Yet their justification is altogether of free grace, firstly because Christ was the free gift
of the Father to act on their behalf; secondly because Christ's obedience and His satisfying the
demands of the law was freely accepted on their behalf; and thirdly because nothing in them
merited these mercies. Hence God's exact justice and His rich grace are alike rendered glorious in
the justification of sinners.
Isa 53:5,6 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities;
The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us
like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the
iniquity of us all To fall on Him.
Rom 3:26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would
be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Rom 8:32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not
also with Him freely give us all things?
2 Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.
Eph 1:6,7 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7
In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the
riches of His grace 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
Heb 10:14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.
1 Pet 1:18,19 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from
your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.
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4.
From all eternity God decreed to justify all the elect, and in the fullness of time Christ died for their
sins and rose again for their justification. Nevertheless they are not justified personally until, in due
time, the Holy Spirit actually applies to them the benefits of Christ's Person and work.
Rom 4:25 He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our
justification.
Gal 3:8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel
beforehand to Abraham, saying, "ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU."
Col 1:21,22 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,
22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before
Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach-1 Tim 2:6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.
Tit 3:4-7 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He
saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out
upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we would be
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
1 Pet 1:2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit,
to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest
measure.

5.
God continues to forgive the sins of all the justified. They can never lose their justification; but they
may, by reason of sin, fall under God's fatherly displeasure; in which case, until they humble
themselves, confess their sins, beg God's pardon, and renew their faith and repentance, God will not
usually restore to them 'the light of His countenance'.
Psa 32:5 I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I did not hide; I said, "I will confess my
transgressions to the LORD"; And You forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah.
Psa 51 Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; According to the greatness of
Your compassion blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity And cleanse
me from my sin. 3 For I know my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me. 4 Against You,
You only, I have sinned And done what is evil in Your sight, So that You are justified when You
speak And blameless when You judge. 5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my
mother conceived me. 6 Behold, You desire truth in the innermost being, And in the hidden part
You will make me know wisdom. 7 Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I
shall be whiter than snow. 8 Make me to hear joy and gladness, Let the bones which You have
broken rejoice. Hide Your face from my sins And blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean
heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11 Do not cast me away from Your presence
And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation And sustain me
with a willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, And sinners will be converted to
You. 14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, the God of my salvation; Then my tongue will
joyfully sing of Your righteousness. 15 O Lord, open my lips, That my mouth may declare Your
praise. 16 For You do not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; You are not pleased with
burnt offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, O God,
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You will not despise. By Your favor do good to Zion; Build the walls of Jerusalem. 19 Then You
will delight in righteous sacrifices, In burnt offering and whole burnt offering; Then young bulls
will be offered on Your altar.
Psa 89:31-33 If they violate My statutes And do not keep My commandments, 32 Then I will
punish their transgression with the rod And their iniquity with stripes. 33 "But I will not break off
My lovingkindness from him, Nor deal falsely in My faithfulness.
Mat 6:12 'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
Mat 26:75 And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said, "Before a rooster crows, you
will deny Me three times." And he went out and wept bitterly.
Joh 10:28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them
out of My hand.
1 Joh 1:7,9 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we
are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

6.
Believers in Old Testament times were justified in precisely the same way as New Testament
believers.
Rom 4:22-24 Therefore IT WAS ALSO CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 23 Now not
for his sake only was it written that it was credited to him, 24 but for our sake also, to whom it will
be credited, as those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,
Gal 3:9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.
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Ch 12 - Adoption
For the sake of His only Son, Jesus Christ, God has been pleased to make all justified persons
sharers in the grace of adoption, by means of which they are numbered with, and enjoy the liberties
and privileges of children of God. Furthermore, God's name is put upon them, they receive the
spirit of adoption, and they are enabled to come boldly to the throne of grace and to cry 'Abba,
Father'. They are pitied, protected, provided for, and chastened by God as by a Father. He never
casts them off, but, as they remain sealed to the day of redemption, they inherit the promises as
heirs of everlasting salvation.
Psa 103:13 Just as a father has compassion on his children, So the LORD has compassion on those
who fear Him.
Pro 14:26 In the fear of the LORD there is strong confidence, And his children will have refuge.
Isa 54:8,9 "In an outburst of anger I hid My face from you for a moment, But with everlasting
lovingkindness I will have compassion on you," Says the LORD your Redeemer. 9 "For this is like
the days of Noah to Me, When I swore that the waters of Noah Would not flood the earth again; So
I have sworn that I will not be angry with you Nor will I rebuke you.
Lam 3:31 For the Lord will not reject forever,
Joh 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even
to those who believe in His name,
Rom 8:15,17 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have
received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!" 16 The Spirit Himself
testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and
fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
2 Cor 6:18 "And I will be a father to you, And you shall be sons and daughters to Me," Says the
Lord Almighty.
Gal 4:4-6 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born
under the Law, 5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive
the adoption as sons. 6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our
hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"
Eph 1:5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the
kind intention of His will,
Eph 2:18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.
Eph 4:30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.
Heb 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who
will inherit salvation?
Heb 6:12 so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience
inherit the promises.
Heb 12:6 FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES
EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES."
1 Pet 5:7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.
Rev 3:12 'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go
out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My
God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name.
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Ch 13 - Sanctification

1.
Those who are united to Christ, effectually called, and regenerated, have a new heart and a new
spirit created in them; and by His Word and Spirit dwelling within them, this personal work of
sanctification is indeed carried further. All these blessings accrue to them by reason of the merits
of Christ's death and resurrection. Sin's mastery over them is completely broken; the evil desires to
which it gives birth are increasingly weakened and dealt their death-blow; and saving graces in
them are increasingly enlivened and strengthened. The practice of all true holiness, without which
no man shall see the Lord, is thus promoted.
Joh 17:17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.
Act 20:32 "And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build
you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
Rom 6:5,6 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall
also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him,
in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin;
Rom 6:14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.
2 Cor 7:1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
Gal 5:24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires.
Eph 3:16-19 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened
with power through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend
with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of
Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.
Col 1:11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all
steadfastness and patience; joyously
1 The 5:21-23 But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; 22 abstain from
every form of evil. 23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit
and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Heb 12:14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the
Lord.

2.
Sanctification, as defined in this way, extends to every part of man, yet remains incomplete in this
life. Sin's corrupt remnants continue to defile all parts of man, causing within him a continual
warfare that does not admit of reconciliation; the flesh rises up against the Spirit and the Spirit
against the flesh.
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Rom 7:18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present
in me, but the doing of the good is not. in the inner man,
Rom 7:23 but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my
mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.
Gal 5:17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these
are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.
1 The 5:23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul
and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Pet 2:11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war
against the soul.

3.
In the war of flesh versus Spirit, sin's corrupt remnants may for a time gain the upper hand, yet the
continual supply of strength from the sanctifying Spirit of Christ enables man as a new creature to
gain the victory. And so the saints grow in grace, moving on towards a fullness of holiness in the
fear of God. They earnestly endeavor to live according to heaven's laws, and to render gospel
obedience to all the commands which Christ, as their head and king, has laid down for them in His
Word.
Rom 6:14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.
Rom 7:23 but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my
mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.
2 Cor 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
2 Cor 7:1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilements
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
Eph 4:15,16 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the
head, even Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every
joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the
body for the building up of itself in love.
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Ch 14 - Saving Faith
1.
The grace of faith by which the elect are enabled to believe to the saving of their souls is the work of
the Spirit in their hearts. Normally it is brought into being through the preaching of the Word. By
the Word and its ministry, by the administration of baptism and the Lord's supper, by prayer, and
also by other means appointed by God, faith is increased and strengthened.
Luk 17:5 The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"
Act 20:32 And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you
up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
Rom 10:14 How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe
in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher?
Rom 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
2 Cor 4:13 But having the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, "I BELIEVED,
THEREFORE I SPOKE," we also believe, therefore we also speak,
Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God;
1 Pet 2:2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in
respect to salvation,

2.
By faith a Christian believes everything to be true that is made known in the Word, in which God
speaks authoritatively. He also perceives in the Word a degree of excellence superior to all other
writings, indeed to all things that the world contains. The Word shows the glory of God as seen in
His various attributes, the excellence of Christ in His nature and in the offices He bears, and the
power and perfection of the Holy Spirit in all the works in which He is engaged. In this way the
Christian is enabled to trust himself implicitly to the truth thus believed, and to render service
according to the different requirements of the various parts of Scripture. To the commands he
yields obedience; when he hears threatenings he trembles; as for the divine promises concerning
this life and that which is to come, he embraces them. But the principal acts of saving faith relate in
the first instance to Christ as the believer accepts, receives and rests upon Him alone for
justification, sanctification, and eternal life; and all by virtue of the covenant of grace.
Psa 19:7-10 The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the
LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the
heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of the LORD is
clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether. 10
They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the
drippings of the honeycomb.
Psa 119:72 The law of Your mouth is better to me Than thousands of gold and silver pieces.
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Isa 66:2 "For My hand made all these things, Thus all these things came into being," declares the
LORD. "But to this one I will look, To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles
at My word.
Joh 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even
to those who believe in His name,
Joh 15:14 "You are My friends if you do what I command you.
Act 15:11 "But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way
as they also are."
Act 16:31 They said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household."
Act 24:14 "But this I admit to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect I do serve the
God of our fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is written in
the Prophets;
Gal 2:20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me;
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself up for me.
2 Tim 1:12 For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I
have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that
day.
Heb 11:13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having
welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the
earth.

3.
Saving faith has its gradations. It may be weak or strong. Yet, like all other kinds of saving grace,
even at its lowest ebb it is quite different in its nature from the faith and common grace of
temporary believers. In consequence, though it may be frequently attacked and weakened, it wins
through to victory, developing in many Christians until they attain to full assurance through Christ,
who is both the 'author and finisher of our faith'.
Mat 6:30 The apostles *gathered together with Jesus; and they reported to Him all that they had
done and taught.
Rom 4:19,20 Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead
since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah's womb; 20 yet, with respect to
the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God,
Eph 6:16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish
all the flaming arrows of the evil one.
Col 2:2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches
of the full assurance of understanding, to the full true knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the
Father and of Christ,
Heb 5:13,14 For everyone who partakes only of milk is without experience in the Word of
Righteousness, for he is an infant. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is,
those who by reason of use have their understanding exercised to discern both good and evil.
Heb 6:11,12 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance of
hope unto the end, 12 that you do not become slothful, but imitate those who through faith and
patience inherit the promises.
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Heb 12:2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and
disobedience received a just recompense,
2 Pet 1:1 Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have obtained like
precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ:
1 Joh 5:4,5 For whatever is born from God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has
overcome the world; our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God.
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Ch 15 - Repentance Unto Life And Salvation
1.
Some of the elect are not converted until well on in life, having continued in the state in which they
were born, and having followed after all kinds of evil cravings and pleasures. Then God's effectual
call reaches them and He gives them repentance leading on to life eternal.
Tit 3:2-5 to speak evil of no one, not being a brawler, but fair, showing all meekness
to all men. 3 For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, led astray, enslaved to various
lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. 4 But when the
kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration
and renewing of the Holy Spirit,

2.
There is not a man on earth who does good and is without sin; and the best of men, through the
power and deceitfulness of their indwelling corruptions and the strength of temptation, may
commit great sins hateful to God. Because of this, in the covenant of grace God has mercifully made
provision that believers who so sin and fall shall be restored, through repentance, to salvation.
Ecc 7:20 For there is not a just man on earth who does good and does not sin.
Luk 22:31,32 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon. Behold, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift
you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith does not fail; and when you have
returned, strengthen your brethren.

3.
The repentance that leads on to salvation is a gospel grace by means of which a person who is
caused by the Holy Spirit to feel the manifold evils of sin is also caused by faith in Christ to humble
himself on account of sin. This humiliation is characterized by godly sorrow, a detestation of the sin,
and self-loathing. It is accompanied by prayer for pardon and strength of grace, and also by a
purpose and endeavor, in the power supplied by the Spirit, to conduct himself in the sight of God
with the consistency of life that pleases Him.
Psa 119:6 Then I shall not be ashamed, when I pay attention to all Your Commandments.
Psa 119:128 Therefore all Your Precepts have been esteemed upright; I have hated every false
way.
Eze 36:31 Then you will remember your evil ways and your deeds that were not good; and you
will loathe yourselves in your own sight, for your iniquities and your abominations.
Zech. 12:10 And I will pour on the house of David, and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit
of grace and supplication. And they shall look on Me whom they have pierced; and they shall
mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they shall be bitter over Him, like the bitterness
over the firstborn.
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Act 11:18 When they heard these things they kept silent; and they glorified God, saying, Then God
has also granted to the Gentiles repentance unto life.
2 Cor 7:11 For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it
produced in you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what vehement desire,
what zeal, what vengeance! In all things you proved yourselves to be clear in this matter.

4.
Because we carry about with us (as Scripture tells us) a 'body of death' biased towards evil,
repentance is to continue through the whole course of our lives. Hence it is every man's duty to
repent of each particular sin of which he is conscious, and to do so with particular care.
Luk 19:8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, Behold, Lord, I give half of my possessions to
the poor; and whatever I have taken from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.
1 Tim 1:13,15 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I
received mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.
1 Ti 1:14 And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in
Christ Jesus 15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.

5.
In the covenant of grace God has made full provision for the preservation of believers in a state of
salvation, so that, although even the smallest of sins deserves damnation, there is no sin so great
that it will bring damnation to them that repent. This renders the constant preaching of repentance
essential.
Isa 1:16-18 Wash yourselves, purify yourselves. Put away the evil of your doings
from My eyes; stop doing evil. 17 Learn to do good, seek justice, set straight the oppressor,
judge for the orphan, plead for the widow. 18 Come now and let us reason together, says Jehovah:
Though your sins are as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson,
they shall be as wool.
Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Ch 16 - Good Works
1.
Only the works that God has commanded in His holy Word are to be accounted good works. Such
works, as men have invented out of blind zeal or upon the mere pretense of good intentions, are not
good, for they lack the sanction of Holy Scripture.
Isa 29:13 Therefore Jehovah said, Whereas this people draw near with their mouth, and honor
Me with their lips, but have removed their hearts far from Me, and their fear toward Me is taught
by the commandment of men;
Mic. 6:8 O man, He has declared to you what is good. And what does Jehovah require of you, but
to do justice, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.
Mat 15:9 And in vain they revere Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.
Heb 13:21 make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

2.
Works that are truly good, and which are done in obedience to God's commandments, are the fruits
and evidences of a true and living faith. By means of them believers make known their
thankfulness, strengthen their assurance of salvation, edify their brethren, adorn their Christian
witness, and deprive their opponents of arguments against the gospel. In sum, they glorify God who
has made them what they are, namely, new creatures in Christ; and as such they yield fruit that
evidences holiness, eternal life being the outcome of all.
Psa 116:12,13 What shall I return unto Jehovah for all His benefits toward me? 13 I
will take up the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of Jehovah.
Mat 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, so that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in Heaven.
Rom 6:22 But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves to God, you have your
fruit unto sanctification, and the end, eternal life.
Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.
Phi 1:11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise
of God.
1 Tim 6:1 Let as many bondservants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all
honor, so that the name of God and His doctrine may not be blasphemed.
Jas 2:18 But someone will say, You have faith, and I have works. Show me your faith without your
works, and I will show you my faith from my works.
Jas 2:22 Do you see how faith was working together with his works, and from works faith was
made complete?
1 Pet 2:15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of
foolish men;
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2 Pet 1:5-11 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral
excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, 6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in
your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, 7 and in your godliness,
brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are
increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9 For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification
from his former sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His
calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; 11 for in
this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be
abundantly supplied to you.
1 Joh 2:4 He who says, I know Him, and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth
is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His Word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we
know that we are in Him. hese things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor
unfruitful in the full true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Pet 1:9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he
was cleansed from his sins of the past.
10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make sure of your calling and election, for if you
do these things you will not ever stumble; 11 for so an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly supplied to you.
1 Joh 2:3,5 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 He who
says, I know Him, and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But
whoever keeps His Word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in
Him.

3.
The ability of believers to do good works does not spring in any way from themselves, but is derived
from the Spirit of Christ alone. But besides the graces which they receive from Him in the first
instance, they need His further actual influence to give them the will and ability to perform the
works that please Him. Yet this does not mean that, without that special influence, they are at
liberty to grow careless of duty, for they must be diligent in stirring into activity the grace of God
that is in them.
Isa 64:7 And there is no one who calls upon Your name, who stirs up himself to take hold of You.
For You have hidden Your face from us, and have melted us away because of our iniquities.
Joh 15:4,5 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in
the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the Vine, you are the branches. He who
abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for apart from Me there is not a thing you are able to
do.
2 Cor 3:5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being out of ourselves, but
our sufficiency is from God,
Phi 2:12,13 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but
now much more in my absence, cultivate your salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God
who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.
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Heb 6:11,12 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full
assurance of hope unto the end, 12 that you do not become slothful, but imitate those who
through faith and patience inherit the promises.

4.
In rendering obedience to God, those believers who attain to the greatest height possible in this life
are so far from performing works of supererogation (that is, beyond what God actually requires)
that they fall short of much which, as their duty, they are bound to do.
Job 9:2,3 Truly I know it is so; but how can a man be just before the Mighty God? 3 If one wished
to contend with Him, he could not answer Him one time out of a thousand.
Gal 5:17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are
contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.

5.
We cannot, even by our best works, merit either the pardon of sin or the granting of eternal life at
the hand of God, for those works are out of all proportion to the glory to come. And furthermore,
there is infinite distance between us and God, and no works of ours can yield Him profit or act as
payment for the debt of our former sins. Indeed, when we have done all that we can, we have done
but our duty and remain unprofitable servants. We are also to remember that, so far as our works
are good, they are produced by His Spirit. As far as they are our work they are marred, and mixed
with so much weakness and imperfection that they fall utterly to meet the searching requirements
of God's standards.
Psa 143:2 Do not enter into judgment with Your servant, for in Your sight no one living is just.
Isa 64:6 But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are like a menstruation
cloth. And we all fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.
Luk 17:10 So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say,
We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.
Rom 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for through the
Law is the full true knowledge of sin.
Rom 4:6 just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God accounts
righteousness apart from works:
Gal 5:22,23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faith,
23 meekness, self-control. Against such there is no law.
Eph 2:8,9 For by grace you are saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God; 9 not of works, that no one should boast.

6.
Nevertheless, since believers as to their persons are accepted by God through Christ, their works
also are accepted as being wrought in Christ. Not as though they were, during this life, beyond
reproach and unreprovable in the sight of God, but that, as He looks upon them in His Son, He is
pleased to accept and reward that which is sincere, even though it is accompanied by many
weaknesses and imperfections.
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Mat 25:21,23 His lord said to him, Well done, good and faithful servant; you were
faithful over a few things, I will appoint you administrator over many things. Enter
into the joy of your lord. 22 He also who had received two talents came and said, Lord, you
delivered to me two talents; behold, I have gained another two talents besides them. 23 His lord said
to him, Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will appoint
you administrator over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.
Eph 1:6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made us accepted in the Beloved.
Heb 6:10 For God is not unjust, to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown
toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.
1 Pet 2:5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer
up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

7.
As for works done by unregenerate men, even though God may have commanded them, and they
may be highly useful both to themselves and to others, yet they remain sinful works for the
following reasons: they do not originate in a heart purified by faith; they are not done in the right
manner prescribed in Scripture; and they are not directed to the glory of God as the only right end.
Hence they cannot please God, nor can they make a man fit for the reception of grace. Yet the
neglect of such works is more sinful and more displeasing to God than is the performance of them.
Gen 4:5 but He did not have regard for Cain and his offering. And Cain's anger burned greatly,
and his countenance fell.
1 Kings 21:27,29 So it was, when Ahab heard those words, that he tore his clothes and put
sackcloth on his flesh, and fasted and lay in sackcloth, and walked about softly. 28 And the Word of
Jehovah came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 29 Have you seen how Ahab has humbled himself
before Me? Because he has humbled himself before Me, I will not bring about the evil in his days;
but in the days of his son I will bring about the evil upon his house. 30 And Jehovah said to Jehu,
Because you have done well in doing what is right in My eyes, and have done to the house of Ahab
all that was in My heart, your sons shall sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation.
Job 21:14,15 Yet they say to the Mighty God, Depart from us, for we do not desire the knowledge
of Your ways. 15 Who is the Almighty, that we should serve Him? And what profit do we have if we
entreat Him?
Amos 5:21,22 I hate, I despise your feast days; and I will not savor your solemn assemblies. 22
Though you offer Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, I will not be pleased; nor will I
regard the peace offerings of your fat animals.
Mat 6:2,5 Therefore, when you do a deed of mercy, do not sound a trumpet before you as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have praise from men. Truly I say
to you, They have their reward. 3 But when you do a deed of mercy, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand does, 4 that your deed of mercy may be in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will Himself reward you openly. 5 And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites.
For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be
seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward.
Mat 25:41-43 Then He will also say to those on the left hand, Depart from Me, you cursed, into the
everlasting fire having been prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you did
not give Me a thing to eat; I was thirsty and you did not give Me a thing to drink; 43 I was a
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stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you
did not visit Me.
Rom 9:16 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy.
1 Cor 13:1 If I were to speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have
become as sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.
Tit 3:5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved
us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,
Heb 11:4,6 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he
obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still
speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was translated so that he did not see death, and was not found, because
God had translated him; for before he was translated he had this testimony, that he pleased God.
But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is,
and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

65

Ch 17 - The Perseverance Of The Saints
1.
He saints are those whom God has accepted in Christ the Beloved, and effectually called and
sanctified by His Spirit. To them He has given the precious faith that pertains to all His elect. The
persons to whom such blessings have been imparted can neither totally nor finally fall from the
state of grace, but they shall certainly persevere in grace to the end and be eternally saved, for God
will never repent of having called them and made gifts to them. Consequently He continues to
beget and to nourish in them faith, repentance, love, joy, hope, and all the graces of the Spirit that
issue in immortality. Many storms and floods may arise and beat upon them, yet they can never be
moved from the foundation and rock on which by faith they are firmly established. Even if unbelief
and Satan's temptations cause them for a time to lose the sight and comfort of the light and love of
God, yet the unchanging God remains their God, and He will certainly keep and save them by His
power until they come to the enjoyment of their purchased possession; for they are engraven on the
palms of His hands, and their names have been written in the book of life from all eternity.
Psa 89:31,32 if they break My Statutes and do not keep My Commandments, 32 then I
will punish their transgression with the rod, and their perversities with strokes.
Mal 3:6 For I, Jehovah, change not. Therefore you sons of Jacob are not destroyed.
Joh 10:28,29 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never ever perish; neither shall anyone
snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no
one has the power to snatch them out of My Father's hand.
1 Cor 11:32 But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be
condemned with the world.
Phi 1:6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete
it unto the day of Jesus Christ;
2 Tim 2:19 Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands firm, having this seal: The Lord knows
those who are His, and, Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.
1 Joh 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would
have remained with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that not all of them are
of us.

2.
It is on no free will of their own that the saints' perseverance depends, but on the immutability of
the decree of election, which in its turn depends upon the free and unchangeable love of God the
Father, the efficacious merit and intercession of Jesus Christ and the saints' union with Him, the
oath of God, the abiding character of the Spirit's indwelling of the saints, the divine nature of which
they are partakers and, lastly, the terms of the covenant of grace. All these factors guarantee the
certainty and infallibility of the saints' perseverance.
Jer 32:40 And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from
them, to do them good. But I will put My fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from Me.
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Joh 14:19 Yet a little while and the world sees Me no more, but you see Me. Because I live, you will
live also.
Rom 5:9,10 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death
of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
Rom 8:30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also
justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.
Rom 9:11 (for the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose
of God according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls)
Rom 9:16 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy.
Heb 6:17,18 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the
immutability of His counsel, pledged it by an oath, 18 that by two immutable things, in which it is
impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of
the hope set before us.
1 Joh 3:9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and it is not his
nature to sin, because he has been born of God.

3.
In various ways-the temptations of Satan and of the world, the striving of indwelling sin to get the
upper hand, the neglect of the means appointed for their preservation-saints may fall into fearful
sins, and may even continue in them for a time. In this way they incur God's displeasure, grieve His
Holy Spirit, do injury to their graces, diminish their comforts, experience hardness of heart and
accusations of conscience, hurt and scandalize others, and bring God's chastisements on
themselves. Yet being saints their repentance will be renewed, and through faith they will be
preserved in Christ Jesus to the end.
2 Sam 12:14 However, because of this matter in which you have caused contempt, for Jehovah to
be spurned by His enemies, the child also who is born to you shall die the death.
Psa 32:3,4 When I kept silent, my bones wore out through my roaring all day long. 4 For by day
and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my sap was turned into the drought of summer. Selah.
Psa 51:10,12 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11 Cast
me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore unto me the
joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.
Isa 64:5 You meet him who rejoices and works righteousness, those who remember You in Your
ways (Behold, You were angry, for we sinned continually), and we shall be saved.
Isa 64:9 Do not be greatly furious, O Jehovah, nor remember iniquity forever. Behold, please look.
We all are Your people.
Mat 26:70,72,74 But he denied it before them all, saying, I do not know what you are saying. 71
And when he had gone out to the porch, another girl saw him and said to those who were there,
This fellow also was with Jesus of Nazareth. 72 And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the
man! 73 And a little later those who stood by came up and said to Peter, Surely you also are one of
them, for your speech betrays you. 74 Then he began to curse and swear, saying, I do not know the
Man! And immediately a rooster crowed.
Luk 22:32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith does not fail; and when you have returned,
strengthen your brethren.
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Luk 22:61,62 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the
Lord, how He had said to him, Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times. 62 And
Peter went out and wept bitterly.
Eph 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.
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Ch 18 - The Assurance Of Grace And Salvation
1.
Although temporary believers and other unregenerate persons may be deceived by erroneous, selfengendered notions into thinking that they are in God's favor and in a state of salvation-false and
perishable hopes indeed!-yet all who truly believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and love Him in
sincerity, endeavoring to conduct themselves in all good conscience according to His will, may in
this life be certainly assured that they are in a state of grace. They may rejoice in hope of the glory
of God, knowing that such a hope will never put them to shame.
Job 8:13,14 So are the paths of all who forget the Mighty God; and the hope of the
ungodly shall perish, 14 whose confidence shall be cut off, and whose trust as a spider's house.
Mat 7:22,23 Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name,
cast out demons in Your name, and done many works of power in Your name? 23 And then I will
declare to them, I never knew you; depart from Me, you who work out lawlessness!
Rom 5:2,5 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and
rejoice on the hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also exult in afflictions, knowing
that affliction produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character,
hope. 5 And hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God has been poured out in our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
1 Joh 2:3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.
1 Joh 3:14,18,19,21,24 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the
brethren. He who does not love his brother remains in death. 15 Whoever hates his brother is a
murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 By this we know the
love of God, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren. 7 But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart
from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in
tongue, but in deed and in truth. 19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure
our hearts before Him. 20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows
all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. 22 And
whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that
are pleasing in His sight. 23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of
His Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another, as He gave us commandment. 24 Now he who keeps
His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the
Spirit whom He has given us. 13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the
Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in
the name of the Son of God.

2.
The certainty of salvation enjoyed by the saints of God is not mere conjecture and probability based
upon a fallible hope, but an infallible assurance of faith based upon the blood and righteousness of
Christ revealed in the gospel. It also results from the inward evidences of the graces of the Holy
Spirit, for to those graces God speaks promises. Then again, it is based upon the testimony of the
69

Holy Spirit as the Spirit of adoption, for He bears His witness with our spirits that we are the
children of God. Such witness results in the keeping of our hearts both humble and holy.
Rom 8:15,16 For you did not receive a spirit of bondage again to fear, but you
received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, Abba, Father. 16 The Spirit
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
Heb 6:11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope
unto the end
Heb 6:17-19 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the
immutability of His counsel, pledged it by an oath, 18 that by two immutable things, in which it is
impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of
the hope set before us. 19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and
which enters in within the veil,
2 Pet 1:4,5 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through
these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust. 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, supply with your faith virtue, with
virtue knowledge,
2 Pet 1:10,11 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make sure of your calling and election,
for if you do these things you will not ever stumble; 11 for so an entrance into the eternal kingdom
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly supplied to you.
1 Joh 3:1-3 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called
children of God. Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved,
now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that
when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has
this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

3.
The infallible assurance of salvation is not an essential part of salvation, for a true believer may
wait for a long time, and struggle with many difficulties, before he attains to it. It is not a matter of
extraordinary revelation, for if he makes a right use of the means of grace, and is enabled by the
Spirit to know the things that believers receive freely from God, he may well attain to it. It
therefore becomes the duty of every one to be as diligent as possible in making his calling and
election sure. By doing this he will experience greater peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, greater love
and thankfulness to God, and an increased strength and cheerfulness in dutiful obedience. These
things are the natural outcome of the assurance of salvation, and they constitute strong evidence
that assurance does not lead men into loose living.
Psa 77:1-12 I cried out unto God with my voice; unto God with my voice; and He
gave ear unto me.2 In the day of my distress I sought the Lord; my hand was stretched out in
the night without ceasing; my soul refused to be comforted. 3 I remembered God, and was
troubled; I complained, and my spirit fainted. Selah 4 You have held my eyelids open; I am so
disturbed that I cannot speak. 5 I have considered the days of old, the years of antiquity. 6 I call to
remembrance my song in the night; I meditate within my heart, and my spirit makes diligent
search. 7 Will the Lord cast off forever? And will He be pleased no more? 8 Has His mercy come to
an end forever? Has His Word failed from generation to generation? 9 Has the Mighty God
forgotten to be gracious? Has He in anger shut up His tender mercies? Selah 10 And I said, This is
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my weakness; the years of the right hand of the Most High. 11 I will remember the works of YAH;
surely I will remember Your wonders of old. 12 I will also meditate on all Your works, and talk of
Your deeds.
Psa 88 O Jehovah the God of my salvation, I have cried out day and night before You. 2 Let my
prayer come before You; extend Your ear to my cry. 3 For my soul is full of evil, and my life draws
near to Sheol. 4 I am reckoned with those who go down to the pit; I am like a man with no strength,
5 free among the dead, like the slain who lie in the grave, whom You remember no more, and who
have been cut off from Your hand. 6 You have laid me in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the depths. 7
Your wrath has leaned upon me, and You have afflicted me with all Your waves. Selah8 You have
removed my acquaintances far from me; You have made me an abomination to them; I am shut up,
and I cannot go out; 9 my eye has become faint because of affliction. Jehovah, I have called daily
upon You; I have stretched out my hands unto You. 10 Will You work wonders for the dead? Shall
the dead arise and give thanks to You? Selah 11 Shall Your lovingkindness be declared in the
grave? Or Your faithfulness in Abaddon? 12 Shall Your wonders be known in the dark? And Your
righteousness in the land of oblivion? 13 But unto You I have cried out, O Jehovah, and in the
morning my prayer comes before You. 14 Jehovah, why do You cast off my soul? Why do You hide
Your face from me? 15 I have been afflicted and ready to die from my youth; I have suffered Your
terrors; I am perplexed. 16 Your fury has passed over me; Your terrors have cut me off. 17 They
have encompassed me like water all day long; they have engulfed me altogether. 18 Lover and
friend You have removed far from me, and my acquaintances into darkness.
Psa 119:32 I will run the course of Your Commandments, for You shall enlarge my heart.
Isa 50:10 Who among you fears Jehovah? Who obeys the voice of His Servant? Who walks in
darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name of Jehovah and rest on his God.
Rom 5:1,2,5 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and
rejoice on the hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also exult in afflictions, knowing
that affliction produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character,
hope. 5 And hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God has been poured out in our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
Rom 6:1,2 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 Let it not
be! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?
Rom 14:17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit.
Tit 2:11,12,14 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live with sound mind, righteously, and godly
in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and
Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all lawlessness and
purify a people for His own possession, zealous unto good works.
Heb 6:11,12 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance of
hope unto the end, 12 that you do not become slothful, but imitate those who through faith and
patience inherit the promises.
1 Joh 4:13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His
Spirit.
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4.
True believers may find that their assurance of salvation fluctuates; sometimes more, sometimes
less. They may prove neglectful in preserving it, as for example, if they give way to some particular
sin that wounds their conscience and grieves the Spirit; or a strong temptation may suddenly spring
upon them; or God may see fit to withdraw 'the light of His countenance' and cause darkness to
envelop them, a course He sometimes takes even with those who fear His name. Yet, whatever
happens, certain things inevitably remain with them-the new nature which is born of God, the life
of faith, the love of Christ and the brethren, sincerity of heart and conscience of duty-and by reason
of these and through the work carried on by the Spirit within them, the assurance of salvation may
in due time be revived. In the meantime the same influences preserve them from utter despair.
Psa 30:7 O Jehovah, by Your favor You have made my mountain to stand strong; You hid Your
face, and I was troubled.
Psa 31:22 For I said in my haste, I am cut off from before Your eyes; but indeed You heard the
voice of my supplications, when I cried out to You.
Psa 42:5 Why are you cast down, O my soul, and murmur within me? Hope in God; for I shall
praise Him for the deliverance coming from His presence.
Psa 42:11 Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why do you murmur within me? Hope in God;
for I still praise Him for the deliverance coming from the presence of my God.
Psa 51:8,12,14 Make me to hear joy and gladness, that the bones which You have broken may
rejoice. 9 Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart,
O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11 Cast me not away from Your presence, and take
not Your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with a
willing spirit. 13 Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners shall be converted to You.
14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue shall
shout aloud of Your righteousness.
Psa 77:7,8 Will the Lord cast off forever? And will He be pleased no more? 8 Has His mercy come
to an end forever? Has His Word failed from generation to generation?
Psa 116:11 I said in my haste, All men are liars.
Son 5:2,3,6 Shulamite: I sleep, but my heart is awake; it is the sound of my beloved! He knocks,
saying, Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my perfect one; for my head is covered with dew,
my locks with the drops of the night 3 I have stripped off my gown; how shall I put it on again? I
have washed my feet; how shall I dirty them? 4 My beloved put his hand by the latch of the door,
and my heart yearned for him. 5 I arose to open to my beloved, and my hands dripped with myrrh,
my fingers with flowing myrrh, on the handles of the lock. 6 I opened to my beloved, but my
beloved had turned away and was gone. My soul went forth when he spoke. I sought him, but I
could not find him; I called him, but he gave me no answer.
Lam 3:26-31 It is good that one should hope for the salvation of Jehovah, even in silence. 27 It is
good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth. 28 He sits alone and keeps silence because He has
laid it upon him. 29 He puts his mouth in the dust, if perhaps there may be hope. 30 He gives his
cheek to Him who strikes him; he is filled full with reproach. 31 For the Lord will not cast off
forever; 32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith does not fail; and when you have returned,
strengthen your brethren.
1 Joh 3:9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and it is not his
nature to sin, because he has been born of God.

72

Ch 19 - The Law Of God
1.
God gave Adam a law, written in his heart, that required his full obedience; also one command in
particular, namely, that he must not eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Thereby
Adam and all his posterity were bound to personal, complete, exact and perpetual obedience. God
promised life upon the fulfilling, and threatened death upon the breach of the law, and endued
Adam with power and ability to keep His law.
Gen 2:16,17 And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the
garden you may eat to feed; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die the death.
Ecc 7:29 Lo, this only I have found, that God has made man upright, but they have sought out
many schemes.
Rom 10:5 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the Law, The man who does those
things shall live by them.
Gal 3:10,12 For as many as are of the works of the Law are under the curse; for it is written,
Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the Law, to
do them. 11 But that no one is justified by the Law in the sight of God is evident; for, The just shall
live by faith. 12 Yet the Law is not of faith; but, The man who does them shall live in them.

2.
The same law that was first written in man's heart continued to be a perfect rule of righteousness
after Adam fell into sin, and was given by God upon Mount Sinai in the form of ten
commandments, written in two tables. The first four commandments constitute our duty towards
God and the remaining six our duty to man. The ten are known as the moral law.
Deu 10:4 Behold, the heavens and the Heaven of the heavens, and also the earth with all that is in
it, belong to Jehovah your God.
Rom 2:14,15 for when Gentiles, who do not have the Law, by nature do the things in the Law,
these, although not having the Law, are a law to themselves, 15 who show the work of the Law
written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts meanwhile
accusing or else excusing themselves)

3.
Besides the moral law God also gave to the people of Israel ceremonial laws which served as types
of things to come. They fell into two main groups. In one group were rites, partly relating to
worship, which pre-figured Christ, His graces, actions, sufferings, and the blessings He procured
for us. The other group contained a variety of instructions about moral duties. By divine
appointment all these ceremonial laws were to be observed, but only until they were abrogated in
New Testament days by Jesus Christ, the true Messiah and only law-giver who was empowered by
the Father to terminate them.
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1 Cor 5:7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, even as you are
unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.
Eph 2:14,16 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the
middle wall of separation, 15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the Law of
commandments contained in ordinances, that He might create in Himself one new man from the
two, thus making peace, 16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the
cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.
Col 2:14,16,17 having blotted out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was
contrary to us, and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross; 15 having disarmed
rulers and authorities, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. 16 So let no
one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a
shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.
Heb 10:1 We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat.

4.
To the people of Israel God also gave sundry judicial laws which applied as long as they remained a
nation. The principles of equity which appear in them are still valid, not because they are found in
Moses' laws but in virtue of their unchanging character.
1 Cor 9:8-10 Do I say these things only as a man? Or does not the Law say the same also? 9 For it
is written in the Law of Moses, You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain. Is it oxen
God is concerned about? 10 Or does He say it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt,
this is written, that he who plows should plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope should be
partaker of his hope.

5.
Obedience to the moral law remains for ever binding upon both justified persons and all others,
and that in respect of the actual content of the law, and also of the authority of God, the creator,
who is its author. In the gospel Christ in no way cancels the necessity for this obedience; on the
contrary He greatly stresses our obligation to obey the moral law.
Mat 5:17-19 Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to
destroy but to fulfill. 18 For truly I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle
will by no means pass from the Law till all is fulfilled. 19 Whoever therefore relaxes one of the least
of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of Heaven; but
whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of Heaven.
Rom 3:31 Do we then annul the Law through faith? Let it not be! No rather, we establish the Law.
Rom 13:8-10 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has
fulfilled the Law. 9 For: Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false
witness, Do not covet; and if there is any other commandment, all are summed up in this saying,
namely, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 10 Love does no evil to a neighbor; therefore love
is the fulfillment of the Law.
Jam 2:8,10-12 But if you fulfill the royal Law according to the Scripture, You shall love your
neighbor as yourself, you do well; 9 but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by
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the Law as transgressors. 10 For whoever shall keep the whole Law, and yet stumble in one point,
he is guilty of all. 11 For He who said, Do not commit adultery, also said, Do not murder. Now if
you do not commit adultery, but you do murder, you have become a transgressor of the Law. 12 So
speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty.

6.
So far as the law is a covenant of works under which justification or condemnation is awarded, it
has no application to true believers. Yet in certain other ways it is of great use to them as well as to
others, for as a rule of life it informs them of the will of God and instructs them in their duty. This
done, it directs and binds them to obey it. It also reveals to them the sinful defilement of their
natures, their hearts and their lives, so that as they examine themselves by the light of the law, they
may be convicted more deeply of sin, and caused to humble themselves on account of it and to hate
it the more. At the same time the law also gives them a clearer sight of their need of Christ, and the
perfection of Christ's own obedience to the law. Similarly, as the law forbids sin, it causes the
regenerate to fight against the evil inclinations to sin that they find in themselves. Furthermore, the
threatenings of the law are of value in showing the regenerate what their sins deserve, and what
afflictions their own disobedience may cause them in this life, even while they stand delivered from
the curse and the unrestricted rigor of the law. In similar manner the promises attached to the law
intimate God's approbation of obedience and set forth the blessings which flow from the fulfillment
of the law, but with the proviso that those blessings do not accrue to men from the law viewed as a
covenant of works. The fact that a man does good and refrains from evil because the law
encourages the former and deters from the latter, is no evidence that the man is under the law and
not under grace.
Rom 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for through the
Law is the full true knowledge of sin.
Rom 6:12-14 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts.
13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present
yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness
to God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under Law but under grace.
Rom 7:7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? Let it not be! On the contrary, I would not have
understood sin except through the Law. For I would not have known lust unless the Law had said,
You shall not covet.
Rom 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not
walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.
Rom 10:4 For Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness to everyone who believes.
Gal 2:16 knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through the faith of
Jesus Christ, even we believe into Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ and
not by the works of the Law; for by the works of the Law no flesh shall be justified.
1 Pet 3:8-13 Finally, all of you be of one mind, sympathetic; loving the brothers, be tenderhearted,
be kind; 9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing
that you were called to this, in order that you may inherit blessing. 10 For He who would love life
and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking deceit. 11 Let
him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord
are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their prayers; but the face of the Lord is against those
who do evil. 13 And who is he who will harm you if you become imitators of what is good?
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7.
The aforementioned uses of the law of God do not run contrary to the grace of the gospel, but are
most happily in line with it, for the Spirit of Christ subdues the will of man and enables it to do
freely and with cheerfulness that which the will of God, as revealed in the law, requires to be done.
Eze 36:27 And I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you shall
keep My judgments and do them.
Gal 3:21 Is the Law then against the promises of God? Let it not be. For if there had been a law
given which could have given life, truly righteousness would have been out of the Law.
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Ch 20 - The Gospel And Its Gracious Extent
1.
As the covenant of works was broken by man's sin and was unable to confer life, God in His mercy
promised to send Christ, who would be woman-born; and by means of the promise the elect would
be called, and faith and repentance wrought in their hearts. In this promise the very substance of
the gospel was revealed as the effectual means for the conversion and salvation of sinners.
Gen 3:15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her
Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.
Rev 7:9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one was able to
number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands,

2.
This promise of Christ and of salvation by Him is revealed to men by the Word of God alone.
Neither the works of creation and providence, nor the light of nature, reveal Christ and His grace to
men, not even in a general or obscure way; much less is it possible by their means for men who lack
the revelation of Christ by the promise of the gospel to attain to saving faith or repentance.
Pro 29:18 Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained; but he who keeps the Law is
blessed.
Isa 25:7 And He will destroy on this mountain the surface of the covering wrapped over all
people, and the veil that is woven over all nations.
Isa 60:2,3 For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people; but
Jehovah shall arise over you, and His glory shall be seen upon you. 3 And the nations shall come to
your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawning.
Rom 1:17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; even as it is written,
The just shall live by faith.
Rom 10:14,15,17 How then shall they call on Him into whom they do not believe? And how shall
they believe Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without preaching? 15
And how shall they preach if they are not sent? As it is written: How beautiful are the feet of those
preaching the gospel of peace, bringing glad tidings of good things. 16 But they have not all obeyed
the gospel, for Isaiah says, Lord, who believes our report? 17 So then faith is of hearing, and
hearing through the Word of God.

3.
The revelation of the gospel to sinners, both to nations and to certain persons, together with the
promises and precepts which belong to gospel obedience, has been made at various times and in a
variety of places, according to the sovereign will and good pleasure of God. The promise of the
making known of the gospel has not been made contingent upon any good use made by men of their
native abilities developed by means of light common to all, for such a development has never taken
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place, nor can it do so. Hence in all ages the extent to which the gospel has been proclaimed,
whether to wider or more confined areas, has been granted to persons and nations in greatly
varying measures according to the all-wise will of God.
Psa 147:20 He has not dealt thus with any other nation; and they have not known His justice.
Praise YAH!
Act 16:7 After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit
them.
Rom 1:18-32 For the wrath of God is revealed from Heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known
of God is clearly recognized by them, for God has revealed it to them. 20 For ever since the creation
of the world the unseen things of Him are clearly perceived, being understood by the things that are
made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 because, although
they know God, they do not glorify Him as God, nor are thankful, but become vain in their
reasonings, and their stupid hearts are darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they become foolish, 23
and change the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man, and birds
and four-footed animals and creeping things.24 Therefore God also gives them up to uncleanness,
in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who change the truth of
God into the lie, and fear and serve the created things more than the Creator, who is blessed
forever. Amen. 26 For this reason God gives them up to vile passions. For even their women change
the natural use for what is contrary to nature. 27 Likewise also the men, abandoning the natural
use of the woman, burned in their lust toward one another, men with men performing what is
shameful, and receiving the retribution within themselves, the penalty which is fitting for their
error. 28 And even as they do not like to have God in their full true knowledge, God gives them
over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with every
unrighteousness, sexual perversion, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder,
strife, deceit, depravity; whisperers, 30 defamers, haters of God, insolent, proud, boasters,
inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving,
unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice
such things are deserving of death, not only do them, but also approve of those who practice them.

4.
The gospel is the only external means of making Christ and saving grace known to men, and it is
completely adequate for this purpose. But that men who are dead in their sins may be born againthat is to say, made alive, or regenerated-something further is essential, namely, an effectual,
invincible work of the Holy Spirit upon every part of the soul of man, whereby a new spiritual life is
produced. Nothing less than such a work will bring about conversion to God.
Psa 110:3 Your people shall be volunteers in the day of Your power; in the splendor of holiness,
from the womb of the dawn, You have the dew of Your youth.
Joh 6:44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up
at the last day.
1 Cor 2:14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him; and he is not able to know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
2 Cor 4:4,6 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, so that the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should not shine on them. 5 For we do not
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preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus' sake. 6 For
it is God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
Eph 1:19,20 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us, who believe according
to the working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the
dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenlies,
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Ch 21 - Christian Liberty And Liberty Of Conscience
1.
Christ has purchased for all believers a liberty inherent in the gospel. It comprises freedom from
the guilt of sin, from the condemnation that follows upon guilt, from the wrath of God, and from
the severity and curse of God's law. It also includes deliverance from this present evil world, and
from all such things as bondage to Satan, sin's domination, the hurtfulness of afflictions, the fear
and sting of death, the victory of the grave, and eternal damnation. Furthermore, it includes free
access to God and the yielding of obedience to Him, not as it were with the fear of a slave for his
master, but with a childlike love and readiness.
All these blessings were more or less enjoyed by believers in Old Testament days, but under New
Testament conditions Christian liberty becomes more extensive. It includes freedom from the
burdens imposed by the ceremonial law to which the Jewish church was subjected, greater boldness
in approaching to the throne of grace, and a larger measure of the free Spirit of God than was
normally granted to saints in the pre-Christian era.
Luk 1:73-75 the oath which He swore to our father Abraham: 74 To grant us that we,
being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him without fear, 75 in holiness and
righteousness before Him all the days of our life.
Joh 7:38,39 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of
living water. 39 But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing into Him were about
to receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
Act 26:18 to open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light, and from the authority of Satan
to God, that they may receive remission of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified
by faith in Me.
Rom 8:3 For what the Law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending
His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh; and on account of sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,
Rom 8:15 For you did not receive a spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of
adoption by whom we cry out, Abba, Father.
Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who
are the called according to His purpose.
1 Cor 15:54-57 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: Death is swallowed up in
victory. 55 O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory? 56 The sting of death is
sin, and the strength of sin is the Law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Gal 1:4 who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us out of this present evil age,
according to the will of our God and Father,
Gal 3:9,13,14 So then those who are of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 10 For as many as
are of the works of the Law are under the curse; for it is written, Cursed is everyone who does not
continue in all things which are written in the book of the Law, to do them. 11 But that no one is
justified by the Law in the sight of God is evident; for, The just shall live by faith. 12 Yet the Law is
not of faith; but, The man who does them shall live in them. 13 Christ has redeemed us from the
curse of the Law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, Cursed is everyone who hangs on a
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tree), 14 that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
2 The 1:10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all
those who believe, because our testimony among you is believed.
Heb 10:19-21 Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holy of Holies by the blood of
Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil; that is, His flesh;
21 and having a High Priest over the house of God,
1 Joh 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves
punishment. But he who fears has not been made complete in love.

2.
God alone is Lord of the conscience. He has set it free from all obligation to receive or obey any
such doctrines or demands of men as are in any respect in opposition to His Word or not contained
in it. Indeed, to believe and obey such doctrines and demands is tantamount to a betrayal of true
liberty of conscience. It is against all reason, and nothing less than the destruction of liberty of
conscience, when men demand of their fellows an implicit faith, in other words, an absolute and
blind obedience.
Mat 15:9 And in vain they revere Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.
Act 4:19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, Whether it is right in the sight of God to
listen to you more than to God, you judge.
Act 4:29 And now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants to speak Your Word
with all boldness,
Rom 14:4 Who are you to judge another's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed,
he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand.
1 Cor 3:5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you believe, as the
Lord gave to each one?
1 Cor 7:23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.
2 Cor 1:24 Not that we have dominion over your faith, but are fellow workers of your joy; for by
faith you stand.
Col 2:20,22,23 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as
though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to decrees; 21 Do not touch, do not taste, do
not handle; 22 which all concern things which perish with the using; according to the
commandments and doctrines of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in
self-devised worship, false humility, and severity in abuse of the body, but are of no value against
gratification of the flesh.
Jas 4:12 There is one Lawgiver, who has the power to save and to destroy. Who are you to judge
another?

3.
To practice any sin, or harbour sin's evil desires, on a pretense of enjoying Christian liberty,
perverts the main purpose of gospel grace, and imperils those guilty of such an offense, for thereby
they destroy the very purpose of Christian liberty, namely, that the Lord's people, 'being delivered
out of the hand of their enemies, might serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before
Him all their days'.
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Luk 1:74,75 To grant us that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve Him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our
life.
Rom 6:1,2 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 Let it not
be! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?
Gal 5:13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity
for the flesh, but through love serve one another.
2 Pet 2:18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the
flesh, through wantonness, the ones who have actually escaped from those living in error.
2 Pet 2:21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness,
than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them.
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Ch 22 - Religious Worship, And The Lord's Day
1.
The light of nature shows that there is a God who has dominion and sovereignty over all. He is just
and good, and He does good to all. He is therefore to be feared, loved, praised, invoked, trusted and
served by men with all their heart and soul and strength. But the only acceptable way of
worshipping the true God is appointed by Himself, in accordance with His own will. Consequently
He may not be worshipped in ways of mere human contrivance, or proceeding from Satan's
suggestions. Visible symbols of God, and all other forms of worship not prescribed in the Holy
Scripture, are expressly forbidden.
Exo 20:4-6 You shall not make for yourself a graven image, or any likeness of anything in the
heavens above, or in the earth beneath, or in the waters under the earth; 5 you shall not bow down
to them nor serve them; for I, Jehovah your God, am a jealous Mighty God, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers upon the sons to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6 but showing
goodness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.
Deu 12:32 Whatever I am commanding you, take heed to do it; you shall not add to it nor take
away from it.
Jer 10:7 Who would not fear You, O King of nations? For fear is befitting to You, because among
all the wise men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is none like You.
Mar 12:33 And to love Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, with all the soul, and
with all the strength, and to love one's neighbor as oneself, is more than all the whole burnt
offerings and sacrifices.

2.
Religious worship is to be given to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and to Him alone. It is not
to be given to angels, saints, or any other creatures. Since man's fall into sin, worship cannot be
rendered to God without a mediator; and the only accepted mediation is that of Christ.
Mat 4:9,10 And he says to Him, All these things I will give to You if You will fall
down and do homage to me. 10 Then Jesus said to him, Go away, Satan! For it has been
written, You shall do homage to the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.
Mat 28:19 Go therefore and instruct all the nations, immersing them into the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
Joh 5:23 that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the
Son does not honor the Father who has sent Him.
Joh 14:6 Jesus said to him, I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father
except through Me.
Rom 1:25 who change the truth of God into the lie, and fear and serve the created things more
than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.
Col 2:18 Let no one condemn you, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding
into those things which he has not seen, being puffed up without cause by his fleshly mind,
1 Tim 2:5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus
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Rev 19:10 And I fell at his feet to do homage to him. But he said to me, Look out! No! I am your
fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Do homage to God! For the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

3.
God requires all men to pray to Him, and to give thanks, this being one part of natural worship.
But to render such prayer acceptable, several things are requisite: it must be made in the name of
God's Son, it must be Spirit-aided, and it must accord with the will of God. It must also be
reverent, humble, fervent and persevering, and linked with faith, love and understanding. United
prayer, when offered, must always be in a known language.
Psa 65:2 To You who hears prayer, all flesh comes.
Psa 95:1-7 Oh come, let us sing unto Jehovah! Let us shout joyfully unto the Rock of our salvation.
2 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. 3
For Jehovah is the great and Mighty God, and the great King above all gods. 4 In His hand are the
deep places of the earth; the summits of the hills are also His. 5 The sea is His, for He made it; and
His hands formed the dry land. 6 Oh come, let us prostrate ourselves and bow down; let us kneel
before Jehovah our Maker. 7 For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture, and the
sheep of His hand. Today, if you will hear His voice:
Joh 14:13,14 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. 14 If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.
Rom 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should
pray as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be
uttered.
1 Cor 14:16,17 Otherwise, if you praise in the spirit, how will he who occupies the place set apart
for the unlearned say Amen at your giving of thanks, since he does not understand what you say?
17 For you indeed give thanks well, but the other is not built up.
1 Joh 5:14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His
will, He hears us.

4.
Prayer is to be made for things lawful, and for men of all sorts now living or as yet unborn. But
prayer is not to be made for the dead, nor for those who are known to be guilty of 'the sin unto
death'.
2 Sam 7:29 Now therefore, let it please You to bless the house of Your servant, that it may
continue forever before You; for You, O Lord Jehovah, have spoken it, and with Your blessing let
the house of Your servant be blessed forever.
2 Sam 12:21-23 Then his servants said to him, What is this that you have done? You fasted and
wept for the child while he was alive, but when the child had died, you arose and ate food. 22 And
he said, While the child was alive, I fasted and wept; for I thought, Who knows whether Jehovah
will be gracious to me, that the child may live? 23 But now he has died; why should I fast? Can I
bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.
1 Tim 2:1,2 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a quiet
and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.
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1 Joh 5:16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask, and He will give
him life for those who commit sin not unto death. There is sin unto death. I do not say that he
should ask about that.

5.
The reading of the Scripture, the preaching and hearing of the Word of God, the instructing and
admonishing of one another by means of psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
heartfelt thankfulness to the Lord, the observance of baptism and the Lord's supper-these are all
parts of divine worship to be performed obediently, intelligently, faithfully, reverently, and with
godly fear. Moreover, on special occasions, solemn humiliation, fastings, and thanksgivings ought
to be observed in a holy and reverential manner.
Exo 15:1-19 “1 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: “I will sing to the Lord
for he has triumphed gloriously, the horse and its rider he has thrown into the sea. 2 Yah is my
strength and my song, and he has become my salvation. This is my God and I will praise him, my
father’s God, and I will exalt him. 3 The Lord is a man of war, the Lord is his name. 4 The
chariots of Pharaoh and his army he has thrown into the sea, and his chosen officers were drowned
in the Sea of Reeds. 5 The depths have covered over them, they went down to the bottom like a
stone. 6 Your right hand, O Lord, was majestic in power, your right hand, O Lord, shattered the
enemy. 7 And in the greatness of your majesty you have overthrown those who rise up against
you. You sent forth your wrath; it consumed them like stubble. 8 And by the blast of your
nostrils the waters were piled up, the waters stood upright like a heap, and the deep waters were
congealed in the heart of the sea. 9 The enemy said, “I will chase, I will overtake, I will divide the
spoil; my desire will be satisfied on them. I will draw my sword, my hand will destroy them.” 10
But you blew with your breath, and the sea covered them. They sank like lead in the mighty
waters. 11 Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you?—majestic in holiness,
fearful in praises, working wonders? 12 You stretched out your right hand, the earth swallowed
them. 13 By your loyal love you will lead the people whom you have redeemed; you will guide
them by your strength to your holy habitation. 14 The people will hear and be afraid; anguish will
take hold of the inhabitants of Philistia. 15 Then the chiefs of Edom will be terrified, the leaders of
Moab will be seized with trembling, and the inhabitants of Canaan will melt away. 16 Fear and
dread will fall on them; by the greatness of your arm they will be as still as stone until your people
pass over, O Lord, until the people pass over, which you have bought. 17 You will bring them in
and plant them in the mountain of your inheritance, in the place, O Lord, you made for your
residence, the sanctuary, O Lord, your hands have established. 18 The Lord will reign for ever and
ever! 19 For the horses of Pharaoh went with his chariots and his footmen into the seas, and the
Lord brought again the waters of the sea on them, but the Israelites went on dry land in the midst
of the sea.”
Est 4:16 Go, gather all the Jews who are found in Shushan, and fast for me; neither eat nor drink
for three days, night or day. My maids and I will fast likewise. And so I will go in to the king, which
is against the law; and if I have perished, I have perished!
Psa 107 Oh, give thanks unto Jehovah, for He is good; for His mercy is eternal. 2 Let the redeemed
of Jehovah say so, whom He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy, 3 and gathered them out of
the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 4 They wandered in
the wilderness in a desolate way; they found no city to dwell in. 5 Hungry and thirsty, their soul
fainted in them. 6 Then they cried out unto Jehovah in their adversity, and He rescued them out of
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their distresses. 7 And He led them forth by the right way, that they might go to a city for a dwelling
place. 8 Oh, that men would give thanks unto Jehovah for His goodness, and for His wonderful
works to the sons of men! 9 For He satisfies the longing soul, and fills the hungry soul with good. 10
Those who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, prisoners in affliction and irons; 11 because
they rebelled against the Words of the Mighty God, and despised the counsel of the Most High; 12
therefore He humbled their heart with labor; they fell down, and there was no one to help. 13 Then
they cried out unto Jehovah in their adversity, and He delivered them out of their distresses. 14 He
brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and broke and tore their bonds apart. 15
Oh, that men would give thanks unto Jehovah for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the
sons of men! 16 For He has broken the gates of bronze, and cut the bars of iron in two. 17 Fools,
because of their transgression, and because of their iniquities, are afflicted. 18 Their soul abhors all
kinds of food, and they draw near to the gates of death. 9 Then they cry out unto Jehovah in their
adversity, and He delivers them out of their distresses. 20 He sent His Word and healed them, and
delivered them from the pit. 21 Oh, that men would give thanks unto Jehovah for His goodness, and
for His wonderful works to the sons of men! 22 Let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving,
and declare His works with rejoicing. 23 Those who go down to the sea in ships, who do business on
great waters, 24 they see the works of Jehovah, and His wonders in the deep. 25 For He commands
and raises the stormy wind, which lifts up the waves. 26 They mount up to the heavens, they go
down again to the depths; their soul melts because it is bad. 27 They reel to and fro, and stagger like
a drunken man, and are at their wits' end. 28 Then they cry out unto Jehovah in their adversity,
and He brings them out of their distresses. 29 He calms the storm, so that its waves are still. 30
Then they are glad because they are quiet; so He guides them to their desired haven. 31 Oh, that
men would give thanks unto Jehovah for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the sons of
men! 32 Let them exalt Him also in the assembly of the people, and praise Him in the company of
the elders. 33 He turns rivers into a wilderness, and the watersprings into thirsty ground; 34 a
fruitful land into barrenness, because of the wickedness of those who dwell in it35 He turns a
wilderness into pools of water, and dry land into watersprings. 6 There He makes the hungry dwell,
that they may establish a city for a dwelling place,
Psa 107:37 and sow fields and plant vineyards, that they may yield a fruitful crop. 38 He also
blesses them, and they multiply greatly; and He does not let their cattle decrease. 39 When they are
diminished and brought low through oppression, affliction and sorrow, 40 He pours contempt upon
nobles, and causes them to wander in the wilderness where there is no path; 41 yet He exalts the
poor out of affliction, and makes their families like a flock. 42 The upright see it and rejoice, and all
iniquity stops its mouth. 43 Whoever is wise will observe these things, and they shall understand the
goodness of Jehovah.
Joe 2:12 Yet even now turn to Me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and
with mourning, declares Jehovah.
Mat 28:19,20 Go therefore and instruct all the nations, immersing them into the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things whatever I have
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen.
Luk 8:18 Therefore take heed how you hear. For whoever has, to him more will be given; and
whoever does not have, even what he seems to have will be taken from him.
1 Cor 11:26 For as often as you may eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's
death until He comes.
Eph 5:19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody in your heart to the Lord,
Col 3:16 Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
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1 Tim 4:13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.
2 Tim 4:2 Preach the Word. Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with
all longsuffering and teaching

6.
In present gospel days neither prayer nor any other aspect of religious worship depends for its
efficacy on the place where it is performed or towards which it is directed, for God is everywhere to
be worshipped in spirit and in truth; as, for instance, in the daily worship carried on in private
families, in the worship in which individual Christians engage in secret, and in the worship of the
public assemblies. Such assemblies are convened in accordance with God's Word and providence,
and believers must neither carelessly neglect them nor willfully forsake them.
Psa 55:17 Evening and morning and at noon I meditate and am in a stir; and He will hear my
voice.
Mal 1:11 For from the east to the west, My name shall be great among the nations, and
everywhere incense shall be offered to My name; and a pure food offering; for My name shall be
great among the nations, says Jehovah of Hosts.
Mat 6:6 But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to
your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.
Joh 4:21 Jesus said to her, Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will do homage to the
Father neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem.
Act 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking
of bread, and in prayers.
Act 10:2 a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, who gave alms generously
to the people, and prayed to God always.
1 Tim 2:8 I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath
and doubting;
Heb 10:25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but
exhorting; and so much the more as you see the Day drawing near.

7.
As it is a law of nature, applicable to all, that a proportion of time, determined by God, should be
allocated for the worship of God, so, by His Word, He has particularly appointed one day in seven
to be kept as a holy Sabbath to Himself. The commandment to this effect is positive, moral, and of
perpetual application. It is binding upon all men in all ages. From the beginning of the world to
the resurrection of Christ the Sabbath was the last day of the week, but when Christ's resurrection
took place it was changed to the first day of the week, which is called the Lord's day. It is to be
continued to the world's end as the Christian Sabbath, the observance of the seventh day being
abolished.
Exo 20:8 Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 7 Now on the first day of the week, when
the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and
continued his message until midnight.
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1 Cor 16:1,2 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of
Galatia, so also you do: 2 On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside,
storing up from whatever he is prospered, that there be no collections when I come.
Rev 1:10 I came to be in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a
trumpet,

8.
Men keep the Sabbath holy to the Lord when, having duly prepared their hearts and settled their
mundane affairs beforehand, for the sake of the Lord's command they set aside all works, words
and thoughts that pertain to their worldly employment and recreations, and devote the whole of the
Lord's day to the public and private exercises of God's worship, and to duties of necessity and
mercy.
Neh 13:15-22 In those days I saw people in Judah treading wine presses on the Sabbath, and
bringing in sheaves, and loading donkeys with wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of burdens, which
they brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. And I admonished them about the day on which
they were selling food. 16 Men of Tyre dwelt there also, who brought in fish and all kinds of
merchandise, and sold them on the Sabbath to the children of Judah, even in Jerusalem. 17 Then I
contended with the nobles of Judah, and said to them, What evil thing is this that you do, profaning
the Sabbath day? 18 Did not your fathers do thus, and did not our God bring all this evil upon us
and upon this city? Yet you bring added wrath upon Israel by profaning the Sabbath! 19 So it was,
at the gates of Jerusalem, as it began to be dark before the Sabbath, that I commanded the gates to
be shut, and charged that they not be opened till after the Sabbath. Then I posted some of my
servants at the gates, so that no burdens should be brought in on the Sabbath day. 20 So the
merchants and sellers of all kinds of merchandise lodged outside Jerusalem once or twice. 21 Then I
warned them, and said to them, Why do you spend the night around the wall? If you do so again, I
will lay hands on you! From that time on they came no more on the Sabbath. 22 And I commanded
the Levites that they should cleanse themselves, and that they should go and guard the gates, to
consecrate the Sabbath day. Remember me, O my God, concerning this also, and spare me
according to the greatness of Your mercy.
Isa 58:13 If you turn back your foot, on the Sabbath, from doing what you please on My holy days,
and call the Sabbath a delight, the sacred of Jehovah, honorable; and shall honor Him, not doing
your own ways, nor finding your own pleasure, nor speaking your own words,
Mat 12:1-13 At that time Jesus went through the grain fields on the Sabbath. And His disciples
were hungry, and began to pluck heads of grain and to eat. 2 But when the Pharisees saw it, they
said to Him, Behold, Your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath! 3 But He said
to them, Have you not read what David did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him:
4 how he entered the house of God and ate the Bread of Presentation which was not lawful for him
to eat, nor for those who were with him, but only for the priests? 5 Or have you not read in the Law
that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath, and are blameless? 6 Yet I say to
you that in this place there is One greater than the temple. 7 But if you had known what this means,
I desire mercy and not sacrifice, you would not have condemned the guiltless. 8 For the Son of Man
is also Lord of the Sabbath. 9 And when He had departed from there, He went into their synagogue.
10 And behold, there was a man who had a withered hand. And they asked Him, saying, Is it lawful
to heal on the Sabbath? that they might accuse Him. 11 And He said to them, What man is there
among you who has one sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not lay hold of it and lift
88

it out12 How much more, then, does a man excel a sheep! Therefore it is lawful to do good on the
Sabbath. 13 Then He said to the man, Stretch out your hand. And he stretched it out, and it was
restored whole, as the other.
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Ch 23 - Lawful Oaths And Vows
1.
A lawful oath is an aspect of religious worship in which the swearer, having God's truth, justice and
righteousness in view, solemnly calls God to witness what he swears, and to judge him according to
the truth or falsity of his words.
Exo 20:7 You shall not take the name of Jehovah your God in vain, for Jehovah will not leave
unpunished one who takes His name in vain.
Deu 10:20 You shall fear Jehovah your God; you shall serve Him, and cleave to Him, and you shall
swear by His name.
2 Chr 6:22,23 If anyone sins against his neighbor, and has been required to swear an oath, and has
come with an oath before Your altar in this house, 23 then hear from Heaven, and act, and judge
Your servants, to bring retribution on the wicked to bring his way upon his own head, and to justify
the righteous to give him according to his righteousness.
Jer 4:2 And you shall swear, Jehovah lives, in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness; and the
nations shall bless themselves in Him, and in Him they shall glory.

2.
An oath is only lawful when it is taken in the name of God, with all holy fear and reverence. To
swear vainly or rashly by that glorious and dread name, or to swear at all by any other thing, is
sinful and to be abhorred. God's Word sanctions the taking of an oath when weighty and
momentous matters are engaging attention, and when truth requires confirmation and an end to
strife is desired. In such circumstances it is permissible to take a lawful oath imposed by lawful
authority.
Neh 13:25 So I contended with them and cursed them, struck some of them and pulled out their
hair, and made them swear by God, saying, You shall not give your daughters to their sons, nor
take their daughters for your sons, or for yourselves.
Mat 5:34,37 But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by Heaven, for it is God's throne; 35 nor
by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Nor shall
you swear by your head, because you are not able to make one hair white or black. 37 But let your
word be Yes, yes; No, no. For whatever is more than these is from evil.
2 Cor 1:23 Moreover I call God as witness against my soul, that to spare you I came no more to
Corinth.
Heb 6:16 For where there is a covenant, it is a necessity to announce the death of the one making
the covenant.
Jas 5:12 But above all things, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any
other oath. But let your Yes, be Yes, and your No, No, so that you do not fall under condemnation.
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3.
Each and every person who takes an oath agreeably to the Word of God must well consider the
seriousness of such a solemn act, and be extremely careful to assert nothing but what he knows to
be truth; for by rash, false and empty oaths the Lord is provoked, and by reason of them a land is
brought to misery.
Lev 19:12 And you shall not swear by My name for falsehood, nor shall you profane the name of
your God: I am Jehovah.
Jer 23:10 For the land is full of adulterers. Yes, because of cursing the land mourns; the pleasant
places of the wilderness are dried up, and their course is evil, and their strength is not right.

4.
An oath is to be taken in the plain and usual sense of the words used, without equivocation or
mental reservation.
Psa 24:4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart; who has not lifted up his soul to vanity, nor
sworn deceitfully.

5.
Vows are to be made to God alone and not to any creature. Once made they are to be performed
scrupulously and faithfully. But monastical vows of perpetual single life, professed poverty, and
regular obedience, that pertain to the church of Rome, so far from representing superior sanctity,
are merely superstitious and sinful snares in which no Christian ought to entangle himself.
Gen 28:20-22 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and keep me in
this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, 21 so that
I return to my father's house in peace, then Jehovah shall be my God. 22 And this
stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God's house, and of all that You give me I will tithe to give
a tithe to You.
Psa 76:11 Vow unto Jehovah your God, and make good; let all who are around Him bring
presents to Him who is to be feared.
Mat 19:11 But He said to them, Not all have room to receive this saying, but only those to whom it
has been given:
1 Cor 7:2,9 Nevertheless, because of sexual perversion, let each have his own wife, and let each
have her own husband. 3 Let the husband render to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also
the wife to her husband. 4 The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband
does. And likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. 5 Do
not deprive one another except by agreement for a time, that you may be free for fasting and
prayer; and come together again so that Satan does not tempt you because of your lack of selfcontrol. 6 But I say this by permission, not by commandment. 7 For I wish that all men were even
as myself. But each one has his own gift from God, one in this manner and another in that. 8 But I
say to the unmarried and to the widows: It is good for them if they remain even as I am; 9 but if
they cannot exercise self-control, let them marry. For it is better to marry than to be on fire.
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Eph 4:28 Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what
is good, that he may have something to give to him who has need.
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Ch 24 - Civil Government
1.
As the world's supreme Lord and King, God has instituted civil government and has set up civil
authorities, subject to Himself, to rule over communities for His own glory and the public good.
For these purposes to be achieved He has given them the powers of life and death, both for the
safety and encouragement of all men of good behavior, and for the punishment of the wicked.
Rom 13:1-4 Let every soul be subject to the higher authorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and the authorities that exist are ordained by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the
authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will receive judgment on themselves. 3
For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority?
Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. 4 For he is God's minister to you for good.
But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an
avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil.

2.
It is lawful for Christians to accept and carry out the duties of public office when called upon to do
so, in which case it becomes their responsibility to maintain justice and peace in accordance with
the sound laws of the kingdoms and states which they serve. New Testament teaching authorizes
them to wage war when this is found to be just and necessary.
2 Sam 23:3 The God of Israel has said, the Rock of Israel has spoken to me: He who rules over men
must be just, ruling in the fear of God.
Psa 82:3,4 Defend the poor and fatherless; do justice to the afflicted and needy. 4
Deliver the poor and needy; rescue them out of the hand of the wicked.
Luk 3:14 Likewise the soldiers asked him, saying, And what shall we do? So he said to them, Do
not intimidate anyone or accuse falsely, and be content with your wages.

3.
As civil rulers are set up by God for the aforesaid purposes, Christians are to be subject to them in
respect of all their lawful requirements, and that, for the Lord's sake and for conscience' sake, and
not merely to avoid punishment. They should offer supplications and prayers for kings and all that
are in authority, that under their rule they may live a 'quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and
honesty'.
Rom 13:5-7 Therefore it is necessary to be subject, not only because of wrath but
also because of conscience. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are
God's ministers attending continually to this very thing. 7 Render therefore to all their
due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom
honor.
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1 Tim 2:1,2 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and giving of thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.
1 Pet 2:17 Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.
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Ch 25 - Marriage
1.
Marriage is to be between one man and one woman. It is not lawful for any man to have more than
one wife, nor for any woman to have more than one husband, at one and the same time.
Gen 2:24 Therefore a man, leaving his father and mother, and having cleaved to his wife, they are
one flesh.
Mal 2:15 And has He not made them one? Yet the remnant of the Spirit is in him. And why one?
He was seeking a seed of God. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and do not deal treacherously
with the wife of your youth.
Mat 19:5,6 and said, For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and cleave to his wife,
and the two shall become one flesh? 6 So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what
God has yoked together, let not man separate.

2.
God instituted marriage for the mutual help of husband and wife, for the increase of mankind in
accordance with His laws, and for the prevention of immorality.
Gen 1:28 And God blessed them, and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and
subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the flying creatures of the heavens, and over
every living thing that moves on the earth.
Gen 2:18 And Jehovah God said, It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper to
complement him.
1 Cor 7:2 Nevertheless, because of sexual perversion, let each have his own wife, and let each have
her own husband.
1 Cor 7:9 but if they cannot exercise self-control, let them marry. For it is better to marry than to
be on fire.

3.
It is lawful for all sorts of people to marry, provided that they are able to give their rational
consent. But it is the duty of Christians to marry only 'in the Lord'. In consequence, those who
profess the Christian faith should not contract marriages with infidels or idolaters. It is also quite
unfitting for godly persons to become partners in marriage with persons who lead wicked lives or
who maintain damnable heresies.
Neh 13:25-27 So I contended with them and cursed them, struck some of them and pulled out their
hair, and made them swear by God, saying, You shall not give your daughters to their sons, nor
take their daughters for your sons, or for yourselves. 26 Did not Solomon king of Israel sin by these
things? Yet among many nations there was no king like him, who was beloved of his God; and God
made him king over all Israel. Nevertheless foreign women caused even him to sin. 27 Should we
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then hear of your doing all this great evil, acting treacherously against our God by marrying
foreign women?
1 Cor 7:39 A wife is bound by Law as long as her husband lives; but if her husband dies, she is at
liberty to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.
1 Tim 4:3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be
partaken with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.
Heb 13:4 Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed undefiled; but prostitutes and adulterers God
will judge.

4.
Marriage must not be contracted within the degrees of blood relationship or kinship forbidden in
God's Word. Nor when such incestuous unions occur can they ever be made lawful, either by any
law of man or by the consenting parties, and the persons concerned can never rightly live together
as man and wife.
Lev 18 And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, 2 Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: I
am Jehovah your God. 3 According to the doings of the land of Egypt, where you have dwelt, you
shall not do; and according to the doings of the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you, you shall
not do; nor shall you walk in their ordinances. 4 You shall do My judgments and keep My
ordinances, to walk in them: I am Jehovah your God. 5 You shall therefore keep My statutes and
My judgments, which if a man does, he shall live by them: I am Jehovah. 6 None of you shall
approach the flesh of anyone who is kin to him, to uncover their nakedness: I am Jehovah. 7 The
nakedness of your father or the nakedness of your mother you shall not uncover. She is your
mother; you shall not uncover her nakedness. 8 The nakedness of your father's wife you shall not
uncover; it is your father's nakedness. 9 The nakedness of your sister, the daughter of your father,
or the daughter of your mother, whether born at home or elsewhere, their nakedness you shall not
uncover. 10 The nakedness of your son's daughter or your daughter's daughter, their nakedness
you shall not uncover; for theirs is your own nakedness. 11 The nakedness of your father's wife's
daughter, begotten by your father; she is your sister; you shall not uncover her nakedness. 2 You
shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's sister; she is near of kin to your father. 13 You
shall not uncover the nakedness of your mother's sister, for she is near of kin to your mother. 14
You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's brother: You shall not approach his wife; she
is your aunt. 15 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your daughter-in-law; she is your son's
wife; you shall not uncover her nakedness. 16 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your
brother's wife; it is your brother's nakedness. 17 You shall not uncover the nakedness of a woman
and her daughter, nor shall you take her son's daughter or her daughter's daughter, to uncover her
nakedness. They are near of kin to her. It is wickedness. 18 Nor shall you take a woman and her
sister, to vex her, to uncover her nakedness, while the other is alive. 19 Also you shall not approach
a woman to uncover her nakedness during her menstrual uncleanness. 20 Moreover you shall not
give seed to your neighbor's wife through intercourse, to defile yourself with her. 21 And you shall
not give any of your seed to pass through the fire to Molech, nor shall you profane the name of your
God: I am Jehovah. 22 You shall not lie with a male as with a female. It is an abomination. 23 Nor
shall you mate with any beast, to defile yourself with it. Nor shall any woman stand before a beast
to mate with it. It is perversion. 24 Do not defile yourselves with any of these things; for by all these
the nations which I am casting out before you have been defiled; 25 for the land is defiled.
Therefore I am visiting its depravity upon it, and the land is vomiting out its inhabitants. 26 You
shall therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, and shall not do any of these abominations,
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neither the native nor any stranger who sojourns among you 27 (for all these abominations the men
who were in the land before you have done, and the land is defiled), 28 that the land not also vomit
you out when you defile it, as it vomited out the nations that were before you. 29 For whoever does
any of these abominations, the persons who do them shall be cut off from among their people. 30
Therefore you shall keep My charge, so that you do not do any of these abominable customs which
were done before you, and that you do not defile yourselves by them: I am Jehovah your God.
Mar 6:18 For John had said to Herod, It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife.
1 Cor 5:1 Everywhere it is heard that there is sexual perversion among you, and such sexual
perversion as is not even named among the Gentiles; that a man has his father's wife.
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Ch 26 - The Church
1.
The catholic or universal church is invisible in respect of the internal work of the Spirit and truth of
grace. It consists of the whole number of the elect who have been, who are being, or who yet shall be
gathered into one under Christ who is the church's head. The church is the wife, the body, the
fullness of Christ, who 'fills all in all'.
Eph 1:10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might sum up in one all things in
Christ, both which are in Heaven and which are on earth; in Him.
Eph 1:22,23 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the
church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all things in all.
Eph 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He
Himself being the Savior of the body.
Eph 5:27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or
any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.
Eph 5:32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.
Col 1:18 And He is the Head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn out from
the dead, that in all things He may be preeminent.
Heb 12:23 to the gathering and assembly of the firstborn who are registered in Heaven, to God the
Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made complete,

2.
All persons throughout the world who profess to believe the gospel and to render gospel obedience
unto God by Christ are, and may be called, visible saints, provided that they do not render void
their profession of belief by holding fundamental errors or by living unholy lives; and of such
persons all local churches should be composed.
Act 11:26 Then I remembered the Word of the Lord, how He said, John indeed immersed in water,
but you shall be immersed in the Holy Spirit.
Rom 1:7 to all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called saints: Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Cor 1:2 to the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus,
called saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and
ours:
Eph 1:20-22 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His
right hand in the heavenlies, 21 far above all rule and authority and might and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. 22 And He put all things
under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church,
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3.
The purest churches under heaven are liable to be troubled by mixture and error, and some have so
far degenerated as no longer to be churches of Christ at all, but 'synagogues of Satan'. Nevertheless,
Christ always has had a kingdom in this world of such as believe in Him and profess His name, and
He ever will have such a kingdom to the world's end.
Psa 72:17 His name is eternal; His name shall continue and increase before the sun; and men shall
be blessed in Him; all nations shall call Him blessed.
Psa 102:28 The children of Your servants shall continue, and their seed shall be established before
Your face.
Mat 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this Rock I will build My church, and
the gates of Hades shall not prevail against It.
1 Cor 5 Everywhere it is heard that there is sexual perversion among you, and such sexual
perversion as is not even named among the Gentiles; that a man has his father's wife. 2 And you are
puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this deed might be removed out
from among your midst. 3 For indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, I have already judged
him who has so done this deed, as though I were present. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5
deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of
the Lord Jesus. 6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole
lump? 7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, even as you are
unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. 8 Therefore let us keep the feast,
not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth. 9 I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral
people. 10 Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the
covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But now
I have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral,
or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; not even to eat with such
a person. 12 For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you not judge those
who are inside? 13 But those who are outside God judges. Therefore put away from among
yourselves the evil person.
2 The 2:11,12 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they
should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth but had
pleasure in unrighteousness.
Rev 2:3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored on account of My name and
have not become weary.
Rev 12:17 And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of
her seed, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.
Rev 18:2 And he cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and
has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every unclean spirit, and a cage for every
unclean and hated bird!

4.
The Lord Jesus Christ is the head of the church. By the appointment of the Father, all authority
requisite for the calling, establishment, ordering and governing of the church is supremely and
sovereignly invested in Him. It is impossible for the Pope of Rome in any true sense to be the head
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of the church, for he is the antichrist, described in Scripture as 'the man of sin', 'the son of
perdition,' who 'exalts himself' in the church against Christ and 'above all that is called God',
whom 'the Lord shall destroy with the brightness of His coming'.
Mat 28:18-20 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, All authority is given to Me in Heaven
and on earth. 19 Go therefore and instruct all the nations, immersing them into the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things whatever I have
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen.
Eph 4:11,12 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some
pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the building up
of the body of Christ,
Col 1:18 And He is the Head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn out from
the dead, that in all things He may be preeminent.
2 The 2:2-9 not to be quickly disturbed in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by letter,
as if from us, as though the Day of Christ has come. 3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that
Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is unveiled, the son of
perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is honored, so that
he sits as God in the temple of God, declaring of himself that he is God5 Do you not remember that
when I was still with you I told you these things? 6 And now you know what is restraining, that he
may be unveiled in his own time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He is
now restraining, until He arises from out of the midst 8 And then the lawless one will be unveiled,
whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His
coming 9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs,
and lying wonders,

5.
In the exercise of the authority which has been entrusted to Him, the Lord Jesus, through the
ministry of the Word and by His Spirit, calls to Himself out of the world those who are given to Him
by His Father, that they may live in His sight, rendering Him the obedience prescribed by Him for
them in the Scripture. He commands those thus called to form particular societies or churches to
promote their common welfare, and to engage in the public worship which He requires them to
carry on while they continue in the world.
Mat 18:15-20 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be, having been
bound in Heaven; and whatever you loose on earth will be, having been loosed in
Heaven. 19 Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything
that they ask, it will come to pass for them from My Father in Heaven 20 For where
two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them. 20 teaching them
to observe all things whatever I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end
of the age. Amen.
Joh 10:16 And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must lead, and they will
hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one Shepherd.
Joh 12:32 And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all to Myself.
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6.
The members of these churches are saints by reason of the divine call, and in a visible manner they
demonstrate and declare, both by their confession of Christ and their manner of life, that they obey
Christ's call. They willingly consent to hold fellowship together according to Christ's instructions,
giving themselves to the Lord and to one another as God wills, and yielding full assent to the
requirements of the gospel.
Act 2:41,42 Then those who gladly received his word were immersed; and that day
about three thousand souls were added. 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles'
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.
Act 5:13,14 Moreover none of the rest dared join them, but the people magnified
them. 14 And more believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women,
Rom 1:7 to all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called saints: Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Cor 1:2 to the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus,
called saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and
ours:
2 Cor 9:13 through the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for your professed obedience to the
gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them and all men,

7.
To each of these churches thus gathered according to the divine will made known in His Word, the
Lord has given all the power and authority requisite for the carrying on of the form of worship and
discipline which He has appointed for their observance. This extends to the provision of such
commands and rules as are needful for the rightful and proper use of the power conferred on the
churches.
Mat 18:17,18 And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses to hear the
church, let him be to you like a foreigner and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you
bind on earth will be, having been bound in Heaven; and whatever you loose on earth will be,
having been loosed in Heaven.
1 Cor 5:4,5 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my
spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of
the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.
1 Cor 5:13 But those who are outside God judges. Therefore put away from among yourselves the
evil person.
2 Cor 2:6-8 This punishment from the majority is sufficient for such a man, 7 so that, on the
contrary, you ought rather to forgive and encourage him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up
with too much sorrow. 8 Therefore I encourage you to confirm your love to him.

8.
A local church, gathered and fully organized according to the mind of Christ, consists of officers
and members. By Christ's appointment the officers to be chosen and set apart by the church as
called and gathered, are bishops (otherwise called elders) and deacons. It is their special
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responsibility to arrange for the carrying out of what the Lord has ordained, and to use the powers
entrusted to them for the execution of their duties; and such arrangements are to continue in the
church until the world ends.
Act 20:17 So, from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church. 28 Therefore
take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to
shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.
Phi 1:1 Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in
Philippi, with the overseers and ministers:

9.
By Christ's appointment, any person who has been qualified and given the necessary gifts by the
Holy Spirit for the work of bishop or elder in a church, must be chosen and called to that office by
the common suffrage of the church itself. He must be solemnly set apart by fasting and prayer, with
the laying on of the hands of the existing eldership, if there be such. Similarly, deacons are to be
chosen by the common suffrage of the church, and set apart by prayer and the laying on of hands.
Act 6:3,5,6 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the
Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this need; 4 but we will give ourselves
continually to prayer and to the ministry of the Word. 5 And the saying pleased the whole
multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus,
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 6 whom they set before the
apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them.
Act 14:23 So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they
committed them to the Lord into whom they believed.
1 Tim 4:14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the
laying on of the hands of the eldership.

10.
Pastors are required to give constant attention to the service of Christ in His churches; they are to
be engaged in the ministry of the Word and in prayer, and to seek the welfare of men's souls as
those that must give account to the Lord. It is therefore imperative that the churches to which they
minister should give them, according to the churches' ability, not only all due honor, but such
abundance of this world's material good as will enable them to live in comfort, without the need to
entangle themselves in secular employment, and which will also suffice to enable them to exercise
hospitality towards others. Such an arrangement is required by the law of nature itself, and by the
express command of our Lord Jesus, who has decreed that 'they that preach the gospel should live
of the gospel'.
Act 6:4 but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the Word.
1 Cor 9:6-14 Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no authority to not work? 7 Who ever serves
military duty at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its fruit? Or who tends
a flock and does not drink of the milk of the flock? 8 Do I say these things only as a man? Or does
not the Law say the same also? 9 For it is written in the Law of Moses, You shall not muzzle an ox
while it treads out the grain. Is it oxen God is concerned about? 10 Or does He say it altogether for
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our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written, that he who plows should plow in hope, and he
who threshes in hope should be partaker of his hope. 11 If we have sown spiritual things to you, is it
a great thing if we reap your material things? 2 If others are partakers of this authority over you,
should we not even more? Nevertheless we have not used this authority, but endure all things so
that we might not hinder the gospel of Christ. 13 Do you not know that those who minister the holy
things eat of the things of the temple, and those who serve at the altar partake of the altar? 14 Even
so the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should live from the gospel.
Gal 6:6,7 Let him being taught the Word share in all good things with him who
teaches. 7 Do not be led astray, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also
reap.
1 Tim 3:2 An overseer then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober- minded,
well ordered, hospitable, able to teach;
1 Tim 5:17,18 Let the elders who lead well be counted worthy of double honor,
especially those who labor in the Word and doctrine. 18 For the Scripture says, You shall
not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain, and, The laborer is worthy of his wages.
2 Tim 2:4 No one serving military duty entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may
please him who enlisted him.
Heb 13:17 Obey those in authority over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls,
as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be
unprofitable for you.

11.
Although it is the duty of the elders or pastors of the churches, according to their office, to be
constantly active in preaching the Word, yet such a work is not to be regarded as confined wholly to
them, for the Holy Spirit may qualify others for the same work by giving them the necessary gifts.
In this case, when such men are approved and called to the work by the church, they may and
ought to perform it.
Act 11:19-21 Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the Word to
no one but the Jews only. 20 But some of them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene,
who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching the Lord
Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the
Lord.
1 Pet 4:10,11 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the words of
God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the strength which God supplies, that in all things
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and might forever and ever.
Amen.

12.
All believers are under obligation to join themselves to local churches when and where they have
opportunity to do so. It follows that all who are admitted to the privileges of church fellowship also
become subject to the discipline and government of the church in accordance with the rule of
Christ.
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1 The 5:14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the faint-hearted,
uphold the weak, be longsuffering towards all.
2 The 3:6 But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you
withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the teaching which you
received from us.
2 The 3:14,15 And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not
keep company with him, that he may be ashamed.15 Yet do not count him as an enemy, but
admonish him as a brother.

13.
Any church members who have taken offense at the behavior towards them of other church
members, and who have obeyed the instructions laid down in Scripture for dealing with such cases,
must refrain from disturbing the peace of the church, nor should they absent themselves from
church assemblies or the administration of church ordinances on account of their being offended by
certain of their fellow-members; but they must wait upon Christ in the further proceedings of the
church.
Mat 18:15-17 Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and reprove him between you and him
alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother16 But if he will not hear, take with you one or
two more, that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 17 And if he
refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses to hear the church, let him be to you like
a foreigner and a tax collector.
Eph 4:2,3 with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,3
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

14.
All members of each local church are engaged to pray continually for the good and the prosperity
of all churches of Christ, wherever located, and upon all occasions to assist all other believers,
within the limits of their own areas and callings, in the exercise of their gifts and graces. It follows,
therefore, that churches should seek fellowship one with another, so far as the providence of God
provides opportunity for the enjoyment of such benefits.
Psa 122:6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; may they prosper who love you.
Rom 16:1,2 I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea, 2 that
you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and assist her in whatever
business she has need of you; for indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself also.
Eph 6:18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end
with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints;
3 Joh 8-10 We therefore ought to receive such, that we may become fellow workers for the truth.9 I
wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence among them, does not
receive us. 10 Therefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he does, ranting against us with
malicious words. And not content with that, he himself does not receive the brethren, and prevents
those who want to, putting them out of the church.
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15.
When difficulties or differences occur in respect of doctrine or church government, and peace,
unity and edification are at risk, one church only may be involved, or the churches in general may
be concerned. Again, a member or members of a church may be injured by disciplinary
proceedings not agreeable to truth and church order. In such cases as these it is according to the
mind of Christ that many churches in fellowship together should meet and confer together through
their chosen representatives, who are able to give their advice on the matters in dispute to all the
churches concerned. It must be understood, however, that the representatives assembled are not
entrusted with any church power properly so called, nor have they any jurisdiction over the
churches themselves to exercise discipline upon any churches or persons, or to impose their
conclusions on the churches or their officers.
Act 15:2,4,6,22,23,25 Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and dispute with
them, they appointed Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them to go up to Jerusalem, to the
apostles and elders, concerning this question. 3 So, being sent on their way by the church, they
passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, relating the conversion of the Gentiles; and they brought
great joy to all the brethren. 4 And when they had come to Jerusalem, they were received by the
church and the apostles and the elders; and they reported all things that God had done with them. 5
But some of the sect of the Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, It is necessary to circumcise
them, and to command them to keep the Law of Moses. 6 And the apostles and elders came together
to consider this matter. 7 And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose up and said to them:
Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago God chose among us, that through my mouth
the Gentiles should hear the Word of the gospel and believe. 8 So God, who knows the heart,
acknowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us, 9 and made no distinction
between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. 10 Now therefore, why do you test God by
putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 11
But we believe through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ to be saved, in the same manner as they.
12 Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul recounting how many signs
and wonders God had worked through them among the Gentiles. 13 And after they had become
silent, Jacob answered, saying, Men and brethren, listen to me: 14 Simon has declared how God at
the first looked upon the Gentiles to take out of them a people for His name. 15 And with this the
words of the prophets agree, just as it is written: 16 After this I will return and will rebuild the
tabernacle of David which has fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will set it up; 17 so that the
rest of mankind may seek the Lord, even all the Gentiles who are called by My name, says the Lord
who does all these things. 18 Known to God from eternity are all His works. 19 Therefore my
judgment is that we should not trouble those from among the Gentiles who are turning to God, 20
but that we write to them to abstain from pollutions of idols, from sexual perversion, from things
strangled, and from blood. 21 For Moses has had throughout many generations those who preach
him in every city, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath. 22 Then it pleased the apostles and
elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and
Barnabas, namely, Judas who was also named Barsabas, and Silas, leading men among the
brethren. 23 They wrote this letter by them: The apostles, the elders, and the brethren, to the
brethren who are of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: Greetings. 24 Since we have heard
that some who went out from us have troubled you with words, unsettling your souls, saying, You
must be circumcised and keep the Law; to whom we gave no such commandment; 25 it seemed
good to us, having become of one mind, to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and
Paul,
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2 Cor 1:24 Not that we have dominion over your faith, but are fellow workers of your joy; for by
faith you stand.
1 Joh 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, to see whether they are from God;
because many false prophets have gone forth into the world.
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Ch 27 - The Fellowship Of Saints
1.
All saints are united to Jesus Christ their head by His Spirit and by faith. But this does not mean
that they become one person with Him. Yet they have fellowship in His graces, sufferings, death,
resurrection, and glory. Also, as they are united to one another in love, they enjoy fellowship in the
gifts and graces one of another, and are under obligation to render such services, public and
private, as promote their mutual well-being, in both spiritual and temporal matters.
Joh 1:16 And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace.
Rom 1:12 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be
strengthened; 12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of
you and me.
Rom 6:5,6 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall
be in resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin
might be nullified, that we should no longer serve sin.
1 Cor 3:21-23 Therefore let no one boast in men. For all things are yours: 22 whether Paul or
Apollos or Cephas, or the world or life or death, or things present or things to come; all are yours.
23 And you are Christ's, and Christ is God's.
1 Cor 12:7 But the manifestation is given through the Spirit to each one for the profit of all:
Gal 6:10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the
household of faith.
Eph 4:15,16 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head,
Christ,16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies,
according to the effective working by which every individual does its part, causes growth of the
body for the building up of itself in love.
Phil 3:10 But no, rather, I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as refuse, that I may
gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the Law, but
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 10 that I
may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
conformed to His death,
1 The 5:11,14 Therefore encourage each other and build up one another, just as you also are
doing. 12 And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you in
the Lord and admonish you, 14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort
the faint-hearted, uphold the weak, be longsuffering towards all.
1 Joh 1:3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.
1 Joh 3:17,18 But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his
heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in
word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.
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2.
By their profession of faith, saints are committed to the maintenance of a holy fellowship and
communion in the worship of God and in the performance of such other special services as promote
their mutual well-being. They are also bound to relieve one another in their temporal concerns
according to their various needs and abilities. According to the rule of the gospel, this type of
fellowship, while it particularly applies to the family and church relationships of saints, is to be
extended, as God gives opportunity, to the whole household of faith, that is to say, to all who in
every place call upon the name of the Lord Jesus. At the same time, however, it must be understood
that such a sharing one with another as saints, does not deprive any man of the title and
proprietorship which he has in his own goods and possessions, nor does it infringe such title.
Act 5:4 While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own
control? Why have you put this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.
Act 11:29,30 Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to the
brethren dwelling in Judea. 30 This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas
and Saul.
1 Cor 12:14-27 For also the body is not one member but many. 15 If the foot should say, Because I
am not a hand, I am not of the body, is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear should say,
Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body, is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body
were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling?
18 But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He intended. 19 And if
they were all one member, where would the body be? 20 But now indeed there are many members,
but yet one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of you; nor again the head
to the feet, I have no need of you. 22 No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be
weaker are necessary. 23 And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, we
clothe them with greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have abundant elegance, 24 but our
presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given more abundant honor to
that part which is lacking, 25 that there should be no division in the body, but that the members
should have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer
with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now you are the body of
Christ, and members individually.
Eph 4:28 Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what
is good, that he may have something to give to him who has need.
Eph 6:4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but nurture them in the
discipline and admonition of the Lord.
Heb 3:12,13 Beware, brethren, that there not be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in
withdrawing from the living God; 13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called Today, that not
any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.
Heb 10:24,25 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting; and so
much the more as you see the Day drawing near.
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Ch 28 - Baptism And The Lord's Supper
1.
Baptism and the Lord's supper are ordinances which have been explicitly and sovereignly instituted
by the Lord Jesus, the only lawgiver, who has appointed that they are to be continued in his church
to the end of the world.
Mat 28:19,20 Go therefore and instruct all the nations, immersing them into the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things whatever I have
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen.
1 Cor 11:26 For as often as you may eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's
death until He comes.

2.
These holy ordinances are to be administered by those alone who are qualified and called to do so,
according to the commission of Christ.
Mat 28:19 Go therefore and instruct all the nations, immersing them into the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
1 Cor 4:1 Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.
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Ch 29 - Baptism
1.
Baptism is an ordinance of the New Testament instituted by Jesus Christ. It is intended to be, to the
person baptized, a sign of his fellowship with Christ in His death and resurrection, and of his being
engrafted into Christ, and of the remission of sins. It also indicates that the baptized person has
given himself up to God, through Jesus Christ, so that he may live and conduct himself 'in newness
of life'.
Mar 1:4 John came immersing in the wilderness and preaching an immersion of repentance for the
remission of sins.
Act 22:16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be immersed, and wash away your sins,
calling on the name of the Lord.
Rom 6:3-5 Or do you not know that as many of us as were immersed into Christ Jesus were
immersed into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through immersion into death,
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk
in newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death, certainly we
also shall be in resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body
of sin might be nullified, that we should no longer serve sin.
Gal 3:27 For as many of you as were immersed into Christ have put on Christ.
Col 2:12 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting
off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in immersion,
in which you also were raised with Him through the faith of the working of God, who raised Him
out from the dead.

2.
The only persons who can rightly submit themselves to this ordinance are those who actually
profess repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, being willing to yield obedience
to Him.
Mar 16:16 He who believes and is immersed will be saved; but he who does not believe will be
condemned
Act 2:41 Then those who gladly received his word were immersed; and that day about three
thousand souls were added.
Act 8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God
and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were immersed.
Act 8:36,37 Now as they went down the road, they came upon some water. And the eunuch said,
See, here is water. What prevents me from being immersed? 37 Then Philip said, If you believe with
all your heart, it is lawful. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
Act 18:8 Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his household.
And many of the Corinthians, hearing and believing, were immersed.
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3.
The outward element to be used in this ordinance is water, in which the believer is to be baptized in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Mat 28:19,20 Go therefore and instruct all the nations, immersing them into the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things whatever I have
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen.
Act 8:38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down
into the water, and he immersed him.

4.
Immersion, that is to say, the dipping of the believer in water, is essential for the due administration
of this ordinance.
Mat 3:16 And when He had been immersed, Jesus went up immediately from the water; and
behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
coming upon Him.
Joh 3:23 And John also was immersing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there.
And they came and were immersed.
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Ch 30 - The Lord's Supper

1.
The Lord's Supper was instituted by the Lord on the same night in which He was betrayed. It is to
be observed in His churches to the world's end, for a perpetual remembrance of Him and to show
forth the sacrifice of Himself in His death. It was instituted also to confirm saints in the belief that
all the benefits stemming from Christ's sacrifice belong to them. Furthermore, it is meant to
promote their spiritual nourishment and growth in Christ, and to strengthen the ties that bind them
to all the duties they owe to Him. The Lord's supper is also a bond and pledge of the fellowship
which believers have with Christ and with one another.
1 Cor 10:16,17,21 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the fellowship of the blood of Christ?
The bread which we break, is it not the fellowship of the body of Christ? 17 For we, though many,
are one bread and one body; for we all partake of that one bread. 18 Observe Israel after the flesh:
Are not those who eat of the sacrifices partakers of the altar? 19 What am I saying then? That an
idol is anything, or what is offered to idols is anything? 20 Rather, that the things which the
Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship
with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake
of the Lord's table and of the table of demons.
1 Cor 11:23-26 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus
on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and said, Take, eat; this is My body which is broken on behalf of you; do this in
remembrance of Me. 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, This cup is
the New Covenant in My blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 26 For as
often as you may eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.

2.
In this ordinance Christ is not offered up to His Father, nor is any real sacrifice made in any sense
of that term for remission of sin of the living or the dead. The supper is only a memorial of the one
offering up of Christ, by Himself, upon the cross, once for all. It is also a spiritual offering up of all
possible praise to God for the once-for-all work of Calvary. Hence the popish sacrifice of the mass,
as it is called, is utterly abominable, and injurious to Christ's own sacrifice which is the sole
propitiation for all the sins of the elect.
Mat 26:26-28 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the
disciples and said, Take, eat; this is My body. 27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it
to them, saying, Drink all of it. 28 For this is My blood of the New Covenant, which is poured out
for many for the remission of sins. 29 But I say to you, I will not at all drink of this fruit of the vine
from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father's kingdom. 30 And when
they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
1 Cor 11:24 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on
the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke
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it and said, Take, eat; this is My body which is broken on behalf of you; do this in remembrance of
Me.
Heb 9:25,26,28 For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the
true, but into Heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf; 25 not that He
should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Holy of Holies every year with blood of
others; 26 He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once
for all, at the end of the ages, He has been manifested to put away sin through the sacrifice of
Himself. 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, and after this the judgment, 28 so Christ was
offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second
time, without sin, unto salvation.

3.
In this ordinance the Lord Jesus has directed his ministers to pray, and to bless the elements of
bread and wine, and in this way to set them apart from a common to a holy use. They are to take
and break the bread, then to take the cup, and to give both to the communicants, they themselves at
the same time participating in the communion.
1 Cor 11:23-26 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus
on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and said, Take, eat; this is My body which is broken on behalf of you; do this in
remembrance of Me. 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, This cup is
the New Covenant in My blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 26 For as
often as you may eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.

4.
The denial of the cup to the people, the worshipping of the elements, the lifting up of the elements,
the carrying of them about for the purpose of adoration, and the reserving of them for any
pretended religious use, are all contrary to the nature of the ordinance and to Christ's intention in
appointing it.
Exo 20:4,5 You shall not make for yourself a graven image, or any likeness of anything in the
heavens above, or in the earth beneath, or in the waters under the earth; 5 you shall not bow down
to them nor serve them; for I, Jehovah your God, am a jealous Mighty God, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers upon the sons to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me,
Mat 15:9 And in vain they revere Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.
Mat 26:26-28 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the
disciples and said, Take, eat; this is My body. 27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it
to them, saying, Drink all of it. 28 For this is My blood of the New Covenant, which is poured out
for many for the remission of sins.

5.
The outward elements in the Lord's supper-bread and wine-duly set apart for the use appointed by
Christ, bear such a relation to the Lord crucified that, in a true sense although in terms used
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figuratively, they are sometimes called by the names of the things they represent, namely, the body
and blood of Christ, even though, in substance and nature, they still remain truly and only bread
and wine, as they were before being set apart for their special use.
1 Cor 11:26-28 For as often as you may eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's
death until He comes27 Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 28 But let a man examine
himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.

6.
The doctrine commonly called transubstantiation which maintains that in the supper the substance
of bread and wine is changed into the substance of Christ's body and blood through consecration by
a priest or in any other way, is repugnant not to Scripture alone, but even to common sense and
reason. Furthermore, it overthrows the nature of the ordinance, and has been, and is, the cause of
all kinds of superstitions and gross idolatries.
Luk 24:6 He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee,
Luk 24:39 Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a ghost does
not have flesh and bones as you see I have.
Act 3:21 whom Heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, of which God has
spoken through the mouth of all His holy prophets since the past ages.
1 Cor 11:24,25 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord
Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and said, Take, eat; this is My body which is broken on behalf of you; do this in
remembrance of Me.

7.
Those who, as worthy participants, outwardly eat and drink the visible bread and wine in this
ordinance, at the same time receive and feed upon Christ crucified, and receive all the benefits
accruing from His death. This they do really and indeed, not as if feeding upon the actual flesh and
blood of a person's body, but inwardly and by faith. In the supper the body and blood of Christ are
present to the faith of believers, not in any actual physical way, but in a way of spiritual
apprehension, just as the bread and wine themselves are present to their outward physical senses.
1 Cor 10:16 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the fellowship of the blood of Christ? The
bread which we break, is it not the fellowship of the body of Christ?
1 Cor 11:23-26 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus
on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and said, Take, eat; this is My body which is broken on behalf of you; do this in
remembrance of Me. 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, This cup is
the New Covenant in My blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 26 For as
often as you may eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
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8.
All persons who participate at the Lord's table unworthily sin against the body and blood of the
Lord, and their eating and drinking brings them under divine judgment. It follows, therefore, that
all ignorant and ungodly persons, being unfit to enjoy fellowship with Christ, are similarly
unworthy to be communicants at the Lord's table; and while they remain as they are they cannot
rightly be admitted to partake of Christ's holy ordinance, for thereby great sin against Christ
would be committed.
Mat 7:6 Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample
them under their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces.
1 Cor 11:29 For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to
himself, not making a distinction regarding the Lord's body.
2 Cor 6:14,15 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has
righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what
agreement has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And what
agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has
said: I will dwell in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 17
Therefore, Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is
unclean, and I will receive you.
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Ch 31 - The State Of Man After Death And The Resurrection Of
The Dead
1.
The bodies of men after death return to dust and suffer decay, but their souls which neither die nor
sink into a state of unconsciousness-they are inherently immortal-immediately return to God who
gave them. The souls of the righteous, whose holiness is at death perfected, are received into
paradise, where they are with Christ, looking upon the face of God in light and glory, and waiting
for the full redemption of their bodies. The souls of the wicked are cast into hell, where they remain
in torment and utter darkness, reserved to the judgment of the great day. Souls separated from
their bodies are in either paradise or hell, for the Scripture speaks of no other abodes of the
departed.
Gen 3:19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it
you have been taken; for dust you are, and to dust you shall return.
Ecc 12:7 then the dust shall return to the earth as it was, and the spirit shall return to God who
gave it.
Luk 16:23,24 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and
Lazarus in his bosom. 24 Then he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in
this flame.
Luk 23:43 And Jesus said to him, Truly, I say to you, Today you will be with Me in Paradise.
Act 13:36 For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep, was
buried with his fathers, and saw corruption; 37 but He whom God raised up saw no corruption.
2 Cor 5:1,6,8 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is torn down, we have a building from
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in Heaven. 6 So we are always confident, knowing that
while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.
8 We are confident, yes, preferring rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the
Lord.
Phi 1:23 For I am hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ,
which is far better.
Heb 12:23 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the Heavenly
Jerusalem, to an innumerable multitude of angels, 23 to the gathering and assembly of the firstborn
who are registered in Heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made complete,
1 Pet 3:19 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, that He might bring
us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, 19 by whom also He went
and preached to the spirits in prison,
Jud 6,7 And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has
reserved in everlasting bonds under darkness for the judgment of the Great Day; 7 as Sodom and
Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over
to
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2.
At the last day, saints then alive on the earth Will not die, but be changed. All the dead will be
raised up with their selfsame bodies, and none other, although with different qualities, and shall be
united again to their souls for ever.
Job 19:26,27 For I know that my Redeemer is alive, and He shall stand at the latter time upon the
earth; 26 and after my skin has been struck off from my flesh, I shall see God: 27 Whom I shall see
for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not a stranger. O how my reins have been exhausted
within me!
1 Cor 15:42,43,51,52 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption, it is raised in
incorruption. 43 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in
power. 44 It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there
is a spiritual body. 45 And so it is written, The first man Adam became a living soul; the last Adam
a life- giving Spirit. 46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the
spiritual. 47 The first man was out of the earth, of dust; the second Man is the Lord out of Heaven.
48 As is the man of dust, so also are those of dust; and as is the Man from Heaven, so also are those
of Heaven. 49 And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of
the Man of Heaven. 50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood is not able to inherit the
kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed; 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed.
1 The 4:1 Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound
more and more, just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God; 2 for you
know what commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus.

3.
By the power of Christ, the bodies of the unrighteous will be raised to dishonor. By His Spirit,
Christ will raise the bodies of the righteous to honor, for they will be refashioned after the pattern
of His own glorious body.
Joh 5:28,29 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will
hear His voice 29 and come forth; those who have done good, unto the resurrection of life, and those
who have practiced evil, unto the resurrection of judgment.
Act 24:15 I have hope in God, which they themselves also admit, that there will be a resurrection of
the dead, both of the just and the unjust.
Phi 3:21 For our citizenship is in Heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body,
according to the working by which He is able even to subject all things to Himself.
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Ch 32 - The Last Judgment
1.
God has appointed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness by Jesus Christ, to
whom the Father has given all authority and power to judge. At that day the apostate angels will be
judged. So too will all persons who have lived upon the earth; they will appear before Christ's
judgment throne to give an account of their thoughts, words and deeds, and to receive His award in
accordance with what they have done in this earthly life, whether good or evil.
Ecc 12:14 For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether
good or evil.
Mat 12:36 But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in
the day of judgment.
Mat 25:32-46 And all the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divides the sheep from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right
hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, Come, you
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35
for I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty and you gave Me something to
drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you
visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me. 37 Then the righteous will answer Him, saying,
Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we
see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or
in prison, and come to You? 40 And the King will answer and say to them, Truly, I say to you,
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me. 41 Then He will
also say to those on the left hand, Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire having been
prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you did not give Me a thing to eat; I
was thirsty and you did not give Me a thing to drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me
in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me. 44 Then they also
will answer Him, saying, Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and did not minister to You? 45 Then He will answer them, saying, Truly, I say to
you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me. 46 And these
will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.
Joh 5:22,27 For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son, 23 that all
should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor
the Father who has sent Him. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My Word and believes
Him who sent Me has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed from death
unto life. 25 Truly, truly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the
voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in Himself, so He
has granted the Son to have life in Himself, 27 and has also given Him authority to execute
judgment, because He is the Son of Man.
Act 17:31 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere
to repent, 31 because He has established a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by
the Man whom He has appointed. He has given assurance of this to everyone by raising Him from
the dead.
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Rom 14:10,12 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you treat your brother as being of
no account? For everyone shall appear before the judgment seat of Christ. 11 For it is written: As I
live, says the Lord, Every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God. 12 So then
each of us shall give account concerning himself to God.
1 Cor 6:3 Do you not know that we shall judge angels? To say nothing of things that pertain to this
life?
2 Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive
the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
Jud 6 And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has
reserved in everlasting bonds under darkness for the judgment of the Great Day;

2.
God's purpose in appointing a day of judgment is to make known the glory of His mercy in the
eternal salvation of the elect, and the glory of His justice in the eternal damnation of the reprobate,
that is to say, the wicked and disobedient. In that day the righteous will inherit everlasting life, and
receive a fullness of joy and glory in the Lord's presence as their eternal reward. But the wicked,
who do not know God and who do not obey the gospel of Jesus Christ, will be relegated to
everlasting torments and 'punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of His power'.
Mat 25:21 His lord said to him, Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few
things, I will appoint you administrator over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.
Mat 25:34,Then the King will say to those on His right hand, Come, you blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:
Mat 25:46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.
Mar 9:48 And if your eye makes you stumble, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom
of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire; 48 where their worm does
not die, and the fire is not quenched.
Rom 9:22,23 What if God, determining to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known,
endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath rendered fit unto destruction, 23 and that He
might make known the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand
unto glory,
2 The 1:7-10 Now brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of our gathering
together to Him, we ask you
2 The 2:2 not to be quickly disturbed in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as
if from us, as though the Day of Christ has come. 3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that
Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is unveiled, the son of
perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is honored, so that
he sits as God in the temple of God, declaring of himself that he is God. 5 Do you not remember that
when I was still with you I told you these things? 6 And now you know what is restraining, that he
may be unveiled in his own time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He is
now restraining, until He arises from out of the midst.
1 Tim 4 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying
attention to deceitful spirits and doctrine of demenos, 2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in
their own conscience as with a branding iron, 3 men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining
from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the
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truth. 4 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with
gratitude; 5 for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer. 6 In pointing out these
things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words
of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been following. 7 But have nothing to do with
worldly fables fit only for old women. On the other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of
godliness; 8 for bodily discipline is only of little profit, but godliness is profitable for all things,
since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come. 9 It is a trustworthy
statement deserving full acceptance. 10 For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed
our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers. 11 Prescribe and
teach these things. 12 Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct,
love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe. 13 Until I come, give
attention to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching. 14 Do not neglect the
spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed on you through prophetic utterance with the laying on
of hands by the presbytery. 15 Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so that your
progress will be evident to all. 16 Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in
these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear
you.

3.
To deter all men from sin on the one hand, and to give greater comfort to the godly in their
adversity on the other, Christ would have us firmly persuaded that a day of judgment lies ahead.
For the same reasons He has kept the day's date a secret so that men may shake off all confidence in
themselves and, in ignorance of the hour in which the Lord will come, may be ever on the watch,
and ever prepared to say, 'Come, Lord Jesus; come quickly. Amen.'
Mar 13:35-37 Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is coming; in the
evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning; 36 that, coming suddenly, he
not find you sleeping. 37 And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch.
Luk 12:35-40 Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning; 36 and you yourselves be like men
who wait for their master, when he will return from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks
they may open to him immediately. 37 Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes,
will find watching. Truly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and
will come and serve them. 38 And if he should come in the second watch, or come in the third
watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants. 39 But know this, that if the master of the house
had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be
dug through. 40 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.
2 Cor 5:10, 11 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may
receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 11
Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; and we are well known to God, and I
also hope are well known in your consciences.
2 The 1:5-7 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith
grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other, 4 so that we
ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your
persecutions and afflictions that you endure, 5 which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment
of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer; 6 since it
is righteous judgment with God to repay with affliction those who trouble you,7 and to give you
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who are afflicted rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from Heaven with His mighty angels,
8 in He who testifies to these things says, Surely I am coming quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord
Jesus flaming fire giving full vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes, in that Day, to
be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony
among you is believed.
Rev 22:20 He who testifies to these things says, Surely I am coming quickly. Amen. Even so, come,
Lord Jesus
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